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PART I

GONTAL FARRATIVE

1. Tho tack contemplated by the VAR TVRLTS-CORREGINOR Oporaticn wes derived from
genersl Hepdguarters Southwest Facifis dres dospateh of 5 February 1945,
Corpmndor SEURNITH Floet despatch of & February 1945, end Commander EEVENTH
Arphibious Yoreo despabeh of 5 February 1945, The Cermander SEVENTH hrphibi-
ms Fores, Viee Admirsl BABEY, designated Lear Adniral STRUELE as the Atback
trovp Gomnnder for the operation on & Februsry 1945,

2, the micsisn of this Tagk Group wes to ambork st SUBIC BAY, transport, probect
el 1and the Landing Foree, topether with ite eouipmunt ond supplies, si ‘
WARTVIES TR on D-Day, to ke subsecuent lamilng on CORRAVIDCH on Doplus 1,
et Lo support hoth landings bty close gunfire, in order to open the srbrance
to ML BAY. i

i

4, Tesk Group sreanization was

Task Cpoup Comandor and 0.7.C,, Rear biniral STRURLE

{2) 7231 Unib Flagship, Comander FAvye: A
TG 14£60 .

(6) 74342 hoooult Tronsport Yait, Commander FILHELY
é"“mﬂ“‘frx‘ %?‘7, Iczraosa'x, SCHLTY, TALBOT, MANLEY &

! . 4 5 %D
101(L) 966, 548,.609, 687,,980; 1018 & 1ox()
() 2.3 LST Tranaport Unik, Commandor CARSON :
15T 335&‘7, gﬁﬁ, 586, 711, 154 5 181
LT 722, 124, 129, 1068, 1071, 1076 6 1ot

129501
he 7 411 |
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78.3.4 LS4 Trensport Unit, Commender JOHNSCN
15¥ 182?‘3:, 19, 21, 34, 37, 33, 39, 40
iz, 52, 64, 139, 169, 203, 218, 257, 310,
1, 319, 133

78,3.5 Escort Unlt, Captein BRCTN
TICANG (F), "ICKES, YOUNG, CONYNGHAY,
CLLYICN, SATFIZY, TUATCHER, DYSON, CONVIRSE

72,36 Einesweeping Unit, Lieutenant Commender KEEFER
SLGITEL (F), SLLUTE, SCUFFLE, SCLUT, SCHDUAGE
SEFTRY
Y::S 363 (F)J 33&; 336; 3610" 31193 6) 8’ 53! 1"8’
5G, 315, 46, 329, 335, 339

72,3,7 Balvese end Rescue Unit, Comender HUIE
HIDATSA (F
101 (8) 683, 985, 937

ST

Contrel and Irshors Support Unit, Ceptain ARISON
iC 119, 1132
ch(:zg 25, 226, 337, 33¢, 210, 341
wes(L) 48(F), 7, 8, 26, 27, 49

3,307 Proch Tertw Urdt, Lieutensant NODYHE
Burel Tarty Murber SICHT

734210 10 Transport Unit, Captain RICHAZDS, U.8.4.

Tled Supnert, Group, Rear Ldodrs) RERNEY
FHCENIN (FE, WJET, CLEVELAND, MOMISFLIS, DEWER
TLIICR, HOTETRLL, CYRANNCY, JRMETYS, FLETCHER,

BICHCLAS, LAVALLEITE, RALFOLD, AT

Comsedore FLUCCERE, RN,
PUS SMRCISINE (7)), MIVHBAICLIS, rORTIAND
COINAY, BAXCH, DASHITLL, S ARUNTA, VHARAMUNGA

21 Unit, Ldowbenant TAYLGR
iT 32, 325, 36, 327, 328, 29, 3, 33, 3%,
357, 358, 359, 36C, 361, 312, 373, Ik, N5,
376, 371 .
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In his desputeh of 6 February, Cosmender SEVENTH Fleet sot a tentative target
date of 12 Februsry 1945 for the landing at MARIVELES. '

In compliante with the dircetivos contsined in the despatthes from General
Hesdquartors Southwast Facifie droa, Commander SEVENTH Fleet and Commander
SEVENTH kmphibious Force, representatives from this steff proceeded on 6
Fetruary to S Army Heedouarters et TANLAC, for conswltaztion. On 7 Febru-
ary, Task Group SEVINTY EIGHT point THHEE representatives procesded to the
XI Corps Herdquarters and tentetive plens were formulated.

The time available for planning wes very short. Flanning was further compli~
cated as the ground troops sllocated for thir operstion were engaged in combat
in the jungle arcas to the northesst of SUBIS BAY and corvmnicztion with the
hrny officors concerned was diffieult.

On 8 Februcry 1945, & conforence waes held on the INGHAY, sttendad by Commander
SEVENTH Amphiblous Force, the Commanding Gerwrel XI Corps, Commander Bombard-
ment Group and roprosentetives of the FIFTH &ir Force, &b this conference &
nurber of the detaile nscossary for planning were completed, Commender Task
Group SEVENTY FICGHT Toint THREE 44r Linison Gfficer went to UINDORC, to come
plebe the closc and indireet air support plans for the MARIVELES and CORREGI-

IR Cporstions,

In conforence with Commendor SEVENTH Amphibicus Fores end Commandsr Support
Croup, It was not contonplabad thet ningewseping of the reported fisld bo-
tucen CORRIOCIXG ond CARABAC ISLAND would be negksssary, 1 broad sutline of the
Wineswosping ilen v agreed upon, The Mdinesweoping Task Unit Commander os-
timetod thet tvo deys before tho landing at JGRIVELES, whieh mosnt three deya
bofore the COREGIDON lending, would bo sufficiont to accomplish the nccessary

syseping,

The plan of sweeping provided for:
{8) The swoeplng of arone insids the 100-fathom curve for the approsch of
the gunflire suppert ships to positioss of f MRIVILES and CORRIGIDOR.

{b) The swooplng of the spproach arse in which the Assoult Croup would make
the landinge,

{e) The swoepdng of HARIVELES HRAGOR,

An Undorvater Domolition Tesa wes regquostod in connoetiog with the mincswooping,
but no torm was aveileble for the operaties,

On 9 Februnry, & now nimewosping plan wos laid out, which contomplatod an
additions) ewocp of epproximetoly the northors half of ths roported fleld
botwean CCRABGIONR and CARASAC ISLAMD, comancing on the aftornoon of Dw 1
and comploting on tho aftornoon of D~Days This change became moassary, &8
the Comuander of the Support Oroup had dscided that he would need & minee
swapt aros In thel losality in ordor %o earry cut the gunfire support sdssion

properly, .
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12, The Carmending Genersl XI Cerps irea, by hls Top Sccret despateh 100958 ree—
commended to Generel Hesdguarters thet the target date be changed to 15
Februery 1945, This date wes confirmed by Commending Genoral SIXTH hrmy in
his Top Seerct despsteh 161101 to Commander Tagk Force SEVEWTY EIGHT. In
enticipation of this change, the Commender SEVENTH Amphiblous Force hed, on
9 Februcry, orelly suthorized Commander Task CGroup SEVENTY EIGHT point THREE
to doley s2iling of the bosbardmont end Minesweeplng Groups, which were sche-
duled to bogin cperstions D~ 2 day.

The SIXTH Arry directive roeuired thes XI Corpe to:
(2) Land in the IMGIVELES BAY Ares on Southern BATAAN, seize and socure o
berchhosd and cotablish control over the scuthern tip of BATAAN, employing
not to oxeeed ons feonforced fegimental Combat Toem.

(b} To move cre Reenforcad Battalion to the MARIVELES BAY Area prepered for
a shore-tomshore operrtion ageingt CCRREGINCR on D plus 1, in conjunction with
the sttack of the 503 Tarachubo Reglment.

{e) On 0 plus 1, cmploying airherne opurstiens end shore-to-shore operations
Prom NARTVELES BAY Ares, enpturs CUOREGIDCR,

Thug tha landing foree fer COGEGINON on D plus 1 was to be landed in MARI-
VELES =n DDy, rocmbark on the morndng of D plus 1 and then landed on CORREG-

I,
Heedouarters XI Corps, en 10 Fabruery 1945, sgroed to the sclection of boaches

for the lendings - D-Day Posch: SARIVILES betwoon IUCOT and MARIVELES RIVER;
D plus 1 Bezeh: South side of CORREGINN, Salt JOBL Aren, in the vicinity of

Souti Jaek,

Cormrndsr Task Group SIVENTY BIUT polnt THISE Cperation flan 4ed5 was dise
trivutad on 12 Fobrunxy 1945, 0On 13 Pebrusry ¢ conforence was held in the
fiagohip of Unit Communders »nd Comranding Officcrs, excopt the Borbardsent
and Vdmosvcoping Croups, which hed safled to commense oporations.

Operabional Thage

The rennrsl narretive of the operetionsl phage hes beon prepered to presont
n brlel merative of the cporstion as o vhole, follewsd by brief nerretives

of ereh task usit,

$incovaepdng cnd bosbardment of the MRRIVELES.COMEGTIIR sreas was cumoncod
oh D= 2o The epopstions of the niscewsoplng units were supported by ships
of the Swppart Group, whilch aleo cordusted the bosberdment. Both minuswospe
ors snd bosberding shiss opersted in elose proximity to CUREGIDOR end across
the eabrante of MARIVEIES DAY without anomy reactien,

“h - 4‘
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19, &t the ¢nd of D - 2 Dey, Comre.ndar Support Group reported that the operetions
had been comploted according to schodule, with o pood distributicn of gun—
fire cver tho inrget rrocs. The schoduled arcas had been swept with negative
results axeopt for 23 old Averican mines swept in the sres northeast of Li~-
LONTA.

20, Cn D — 1 Day, tho minegweoping continued with 110 Japancse chemical horned mines
cut in the rield southeast of CCAREGDICR and oleven cut in MANIVELES HARBOH.
The mineswoeping hed gone according te plan oxcept in MARIVELES HARBOR, where
repoated swocps hed been nade due to the less of sweeplng pear on cbstructions
in the chenncl entrsnce, Comeprder Suppert Group arranped for carly and
adidtionsl swenping in *ARIVELES HADKR for the morning of D-ley. The Task
Group Commander dolayed Hdlour by sne hour, in order Lo allew more time for
mincsvicepings

21, T8 43 and the destroyers FIBTCHER and HOPTELL were hit by gunfire from
COUEAINR: YHS 48 was sunk by our om gunfire, FLETCHER wns able to contime
opcrations, HOIEWELL continued cporatlons with tho Covering Group until 17

<

Fobruery vhen it wes detached for repeir of battle demage.

22, Lh VALLEME and RADFORD were mined in the cntrance to MARIVELES HARROR,. LA
VIILETTS wae towed b5 SUBIC BLY by HIDATSA end RLOFORD was able to proceed
thers under her own powor,

24, Swoopia; vperations on the north side of CCRREGIDCR wers disccntinued for the
rovadndsr of D = 1 Day, as the covering grour was unable teo silanca all bat-
borias ia the ceves of the northern face. of COREGINGL. Cruisers and Dostroy-
erg Tirsd thousends of rounds irbe the enves and tunnel antrances, but thoy
wore protectod by hoavy rasonry an! were well cancuflared, ‘hen the enemy
pattarios fired oy o osscke puff could be seon.

2, 0n D - 1Day , larps anvunts of wmunition wers roguired to silonce the cave
puns on CCREGIOME. In crder to uake peserve punfire availebls, Commander
Tagk Orenp SAVENTY SEVAN point THEE, ot rbeut 0100 D-doy, was directed to
ordor to the mrea, the heavy cruiser unit which had previously been alorted
in LINMGAYEY GULE, The heavy crulser unit arrdved dn the chjective area st

1250 Dulaye

25, The FIFTH Alr Fores wao . pequsstod to delay the heavy alr strike planned for
WISIVELES sn bhe rext dey until 0900, to o llow the minegwsopers more time for
aweopins, FIPTH Adp Force wes aloo eiven tho positions of three cnemy guns on
the rorth side of CORREGIDOR, which had fired on the Support Group and were
net eensidore? silonced, Heavy adr strikos on thege pesitions vere requogtod

£sr the rormdng of DDay and were aade in considerable strength.

5
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26, The kssault Group was divided inte two echelons ond sortied from SUBIC BAY on
14 Pebruery 1945 for the MARIVELES operaticn, The LCH Echelon, consisting of
25 1CHs, oscortes by ¥C 1133, precocded via a direect route from SUBIC BAY to
WRIVELES YARZCR. The HIDATSA (ATF) and GRASI (4RS), origimally scheduled to
aceompany the LCH Echelen, were detached in order to assist in towing the L&
VELLETTE to SUBIC. The Landing Ship Echelen, which centained most of the other
units of the Task Groun, procecded via a route to the westward of the direct
routs, to srrive st MALVEIES st H - 2% hours,

In order to allow mere time for the nineswcepins in MARIVELES HARBOR on D-lay,
Hdlour had boen delayed one hour from the ordginally scheduled 0900, After
throe sweeps of the horbor were made with negative results, cperations were
eontinued on the basis of an H-Hour of 1000,

The first landings werc mede on schedule st 1000, Miner and sporadic machine
cun fire was encountered from the MARIVEIES beaches; shere battery fire of
about 5" crlibor from CCHREGIDCR inflicterd sume casualties t¢ cur troops em-
barked in L0iRs, These cnemy betberies wore engaged by supporting crulsers
and destroyers and were silenced gquicldy. ,

The landing proceecdid en schoduls until the soventh wave of ICTs encountered
some deley in rotracting, The eighth wave, composed of 1SMs, was, therofore,
delayed ot the line of departure and, while walting tu procscd into the beach,
180 169 struck @ mince Flomes snveloped the vessel, but the fire wss brought
under eontrol by the excellent fire fighting service rendered by the GRASF. The
18 169 was busched and subsecucntly tewed to SUBIC.

Aftor o oshort dalay the remedning waves wore landed at the scheduled inbervals,
The boach in MARIVELES HANGCH preszonts” consldoreble difficwltics for bosche
ing end unlesding smphibious eraft, The unlcading procecdsd vary slowly and
the Landing Pores Commonder roguosted that overy effort be mede to axpedite it
ineluding unloeding during the night.

By 1135 the last sssault wovs had boschod, 1SU 218, which had fouled her port
serew with manlle line onreuts & the attack ares, boschod singly et 1330,
There wes delay in unloading her duc 5S¢ ssaredity of prine novers and she ree
tracted gome twe hours laters The five 18T wore bonched singly from 1509 te
162hs  They ware boschod st stendord sposd of 9.5 knots at [0 yar? intervals,
The aversgs dlstance offeliere wes 100 fout with 3 foet of wntor at Lhe bow
:’;,mf‘: Hosrwhile tho slx L0Ts Jefb the trenspert ares snd anshored south of
W Lonehe

Thore wos o cncny borferenes to the lamting force frum puns on COHREODIR
after the fleinr whileh saussd casuelbice in opo landing eraft prior Lo lesve
ing the spprouch lenes  The support foree of erulscrs and destroysrs kept up
intormdtiont fire on CORREGIDGL with cessslonad énunteor-battery £ire throughe
out the dey, Numorous alr strikes, besbing and strafine wore conducted wver
CORRBOIXGR, Eremy oppdeition {n MARIVELES was restrdotod to epuradis snipor
fire durlny the beaching of the first waves of landing eraft. Thors were no
sasualblon, é
“ b o
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33, After beaching Army units deployed and advanced rapidly inland with little
enomy opposition in the immecizte herbor area. At 1400 Major Generel CHASE
assumed sommond aghero. By 1500 MARIVZLES hir Ficld had been sccureds

In view of the Commending Genersl!s desire for carly unleading of the LSTa
2nd ps the LiTs did not complete wnlonding in the daytime, it was decided
to lerve thon beeched for the nitht with & protective screon cf gunboats.
Under the besching conditi-ng that existod it weuld not have been practicable
¢ potract the LETs pricr 4o high water, duc st Q115 on the 16th, I1CTs wore
to yemedin anchored cffshore, It was plamned that sthor units cf the atteck
oree weuld retire for the nlght, to rotwrn shortly aftor deylisht, K1) LsMs
cxcept the beached LSM 169 and 18Y 218 formed in the 1ate aftorncon and pro-
ecoded under escort to SUBIC BLY.

Commander Tesk Unit SEVENTY EIGHT point THREE point EIGHT was directed to ro-
rodn in MARIVELES for the night 15-16 Fobruary, to assume SOPk dutdesy to
cotablish o tight screen ecross the harber ontranece for the protecticn of wunits
in the harbor; and tu stand by to render such fire suppsrt as might be requir-
cd by the Army forees on the beschos, In wiow of the restricted waters, the
103(1L)s were anchored across the herbor entrance and alerted for picket duty.
Other Navel frrees rotired to the wootward with instrueticns to rencegvous off
LONJA in the morning, Two destroyors romeinod in the erce for the night on

sunfire suppert and 4llumination duty, At the Army's roquost, interdiction
firc wag pleced durdng the nisht cn the pear north of MARIVELES.

4t sbout O3L5 on 16 Fobruary o numbor of Japancse Q-Boats menaged tc closs
the five rurboats serconing tho entranee, The Q-Boobs were mob sighted by
rader or visuslly., Threo of the punbosts wore sunk Ln the initisl attacks
s 105(L) 27 senk five Q-Bupts bofors n sixth axploded close abosrd and
damazed hor, Quick setiin on the part of the Communding Cfficor in beaching
his ship seved her,

Tt was later leermod from a prisoncr of war thot about thirty QuBests wore
1eunched frem CORREGIDOR that nbsit, Tho gonersl charastordstics of tho Q-
Beste Lonrth = 17 foot; boam w 14 irchss; freoboard - 12 inchos; crow - 1
mn astern; war hosd « 300 peund cheres An the bow, which sen be debonnted on
impeet or by the beatmung sreed shout 20 knots.

At shout C700, 16 Pebruary 1945, ¢ small beat peinted Army Croen, bearing the
nurbsr MU0 nad orhibiting & white ster in tho bew wes cbsorved dead in the
wator thout oo cry ~noehelf miles gouthwost of MARIVELES, The Task Oroup
Cormandor diroehed the CONYNOHAM t- firc on tho vossel, After rocolving o
bugfg a{ 20 W fire the bost exploded viclently, It is beldoved that this ws
8§ Ul

At sbout 0700 25 L0Ma, lesded with sssawlt treops, wore fomod up off the one
tranos bo MILIVELLS HIRXG and departod at 08% for the CUREGLAR assault
agcartud by Destrogers and under the diroction of Conmender BAT, m
sttaek Graups Sovaral fleating mince wero siphbod alonp the route bo Rl
MRy those were sibher sunk or destroyed by munfire. y}

-
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40. At 0830 the paratroop drop was accomplished according to plan. Prior to the
arrival of the paratroopers, hesvy bombing and strafing of the CORREGINOR DOME
wes carried out by Army B~2hs, A~20s, P-47s, P-38s, and P-5ls,

L1, At H-Hour plus two hours (1030), the first wave of LCMs landed on RLACK BEACH,
on the south side of CORRFGINOR, During the approach two undeywater explosions
eceurred sbout 200 yards shead of an LCS(L) preceding the first wave, Apparent-
1y the explesion was caused by the setting off of a controlled mine from ashore.
The following weves of ICMs landed sccording to plan. Troops encountered land
mines on the besch and some vehicles were destroyed, There was also machine gun
and larger fire fram the revine to the west of the landing beach, This fire was
taken under counter battery fire by our Destroyers end tomporarily silenced,

At about the same time machine guns and one enemy battery from CABALLO ISLAND
opened up, DSeveral ahells of sbout 5% caliber fell in and around the transport
area, One LCI(R) hed her mast shot eway, The machine guns and the battery ware
#ilenced by the Support Group and Army dive bombers,
k2 The LCMs returned to MARIVEIES HARBOR after the landing and, in passing LA
MONJA enreute, came under encmy small arms fire, The TAYLOR wes dispatched to
the ares and silenced the fire, About 1230 the second wave of paratroopers was
flown in and landed on CORREGIDOR, At about this time the YOUND, furnishing fire
support in the northwest fire support ares, recoived light fire from small ene~
my groups isolated on the south cosst of BATAAN east of GORDA POINT. The of-
fending fire was quickly silenced,

43, The initial spproach of the two LCTs forming the sixth wave met heavy machine
pun fire from the numorous and well doncealed caves along CARALLO BAY, Ths 1018
retired 3o the line of departure until enemy fire was further neutralised, Not-
withstanding tho close and continuous fire support, the 1LTs wers under inter~
mittont rifle fire which caused personnol cssualties during the time that they

wore beashed,

4. When the LOT4 retracted sbout 1600, the ships retired to the vicinity of LA
UONJA ISLAND, preliminary to ferming echelons for the night retirement, Ia the
meantime, on ORANGY Dench, the unloading of LSTs procecded slowly, By dark
three 1578 wore ready to form up for retirement,

45, On D plus one night, two Destroyors warc assigned to furnish gunfire sup
and star shell i1lwninatlen for our troops on CORNIGIDOR, IST 586, unable bo
retract; 168(L) 27 and LSY 169, both damsged, remained in MARIVRLYS H'RBOR fer
the night, AlL ethor shipping departed the objective ares except the two Destro
ers nssigned Gunfire Support Duty and PTs opersting sn the east cosst of BATAH,

(6, On D plus twe four Lo discharged carge on the MARIVWMLRS CRANGE Beach and two
19 discharged cargo on CORREGIDOR WLACK Beach, One medical 18T stood by for
evacustion of wounded from MARIVELAS and CORTBOTONN, “Tha HIDATSA, engeged in
snlvaging 108{L) 27, struck & adne in MARIVELES HARBOR, causing several perscim
nel casuslties and moderste damsge to the shdp, Two Cruisers and thrwe Destroyw

#re maintained gunfirs suppert,
o B o Qg
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47, At the request of the XI Corps, it was arranged tp land the balance of the para-
troopers on CORRYGIDOR vie ship, At 1630 an D plus tvwo about 900 troops were
lended from APDs, Machine gun fire was encountered at the dbeach from well con~
cezled cavos, This fire was countered successfully by the supporting Destroyers
One IOP(R) wes sunk and two damrged, A few minor casualties were the only per-

sonnel lgsses,

Crulsere and Destroyers of Task Group SEVEN SEVEN' Point THRFE furnished call
fire sgrinst selected targets on CORREGIDOR through D plus throe Dsy, 18 Feb-
ruary 1945. Thereafter, fire support was furnished by two Destroyers assigned
oach day frem the Escort Ut of Task Group SEVENTY TICHT-Point THRRZ,” On A4S
Pebruary 1945, an additional Destroyer was furnished at the request of the Army
to support a large drive by ground forces, Beginning with 27 February 145,
only one fire suppert Dezbroyer wes required, as the requests for firu support

diminished,

By D plus &, our mineswespers had cut a tetal of 400 snemy chemical horn type
mines, as well as 28 Unitod States electrieally controlled mines apparently

from our pre-war fields,

The Second Resupply ¥chelon to CORRMIIDOR was mounted at SUBIC BAY on D plus
eight Day, 23 February 1945, with subsequent echelons scheduled at &-day intere

vals,

The evacustlion of the wounded wns accomplished by sending eno 157, escorted by
a Daztroyer, to CORIEGIDOR daily and returning the wounded to SUBIC, This
schadule was discontinued on 28 Pebruary 1945, st the request of the Army, as
subsequent evacustion was to be accomplishad by Arwy LOMs from COMRFGIDOR to
MARTVELRS, and thente by sir to Army fvscustion Oenters,

Oar patrols resched the esst ond of CORNIGINOR on 28 February, A total of
4,200 Jap doad had been counted by thet time, It is understood later figurcs
of Japanese dead resched sver 4,800,

MANIL® HARBOR was opened on 1 March 1945, and a musber of ships, including
Liverty ships and L3Ts, entered that day,

On the morning of 2 March, CORRRNINOR wes inspested by the: Sommandar-in-Chisf
Southweat Peeifle irea, The Commanding feneral SINTH Arsy, Commanding feneral
XI Corps, Commnder SEVERTE Amphibious Force and Commander Tazk Oroup SEVENTY
PIGHT Polnt THRER ware present, Cave batteriea at CABAI10 were still receiving
sttention from the five inch guns of the fire Wapport Destreyer on thed day,

! ab ationa

Prior to the minsswoeping epnmtions& the Motor Torpeds Boste sondusted ofu
a1

fensive swoeps in the vielnity of WIRIVALES and CORRWOIIOR, including one trip
inside WARIVELES 10080 One engagorwnt with g number of eneny Motor Torpedo
or ether type surfroe bosts sscurred, {n which 4 nusber of the Japmese bosts
werd damnged and wo sulfered some casuslties, q

aﬁ"g
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56, ¥otor Torpeco Doat operstions wore suspendod frem D - 2 to D-Day, to aveld
intarforonce with the mincsweepins and fire support group, Commeneing ¢n D-
hay the ITs conducted cffensives against sume of the riner fived soore dee
fensss thet wore not mecessitle te cthor fire support undts boecause of tho
rrocdadty of controlloef minefields, They essisted with close suppert of the
movermert of troops eercse the meek of lend to the north of BLACK Deach.

57, Close lisiscn was maintained by the Motor Terpede Doats and the fire support
dastroyers stetionce at the cbjoctive aree cvernight, in order to provide
mutuel surnort snt knowledss of thoir respective movements, liotor Terpedo
Borts vore uscl bo scerch in MANILA 34Y, zlonn tho onst ecnst of DATARN, and
destroyor & congidershls nuwiser ¢f Japancse stbomptins to eseape frem CORREGT-
R b BATALY and LAINIA.

53, Durin- the lrndins of the 50304 Terstroop Zattalicn, some of the trecps landed
sutlsdn of the intendns arce end wers on the side of tho eliff ina position
from which thoy could not rosadn contact with thedr bettallen on tep ¢f The
Tocke The Loter Trrpods Boebs clssed the shoreline of CORMEGIDUR, roseuad
tasst poretroorers oo then pub thom sghore on 7 \CK Beach,

Wirogweopins Creraticns-

59, The Mineswoorine operetions were eopducted by Task Unit SEVENTY EIGHT point
THAEE peint SIZ, which wes composed of six [Ms and 15 YiSa. The Minomwoeping
Unit eomacnees hoir spoveticns oo D = 2 suppirte’ by the crulsers and Ces—
truwers of the Suppert Group.

0, Ty the ant of 5 - 2 Tay, the operaticons had been completed acoording to schow
S, with sovative rogults except Oor 25 ULS, hrmy cloctric gontrdl type
nines, wnieh wors swepd in the erce nurthoash of LIGXNIL, These nines wero
munk by sunfire,

Bl Cn O = 1, ong of the units evept 4 within 1200 yerde . f CORABCINMR, eulting
110 scomy chomberl horm? tyie nlnos, On the first psss, shore battery fire
sng erecunbored from CUCEOINR, CABALLC snd CALADAC YSLAND, No cnery hits
seeurpod, elthoush thore wore mumrous sbradflees The enay batltorles op-
posre’ 5 bo 75 zm et 105 ome The swocpors roturncd the fire and soveral
Wity wore chgorved in cave urirancos, Countersbsttory fire frem twe flre sup-
rort dogtreyurs, bwe cunbeste actlng o8 mine dostructien vesecls, snd Lrom
the eralesr sugpord frren offoctivoly ellenced the shore batterics concerned,

62, Cro wnlt esrwaaced avcapins in the north channcl, betveon CCUIGIDER and
PRI, &b thewt LEOD shore batburdss on CURRESIICR opened up on tho losding
mimewcpar, 095 47, recuiving five or slx (lrset hits, which starbed large
fires oo the shipe  The reneinine swujers wers crdersd to retire snd the dose
trogors PLETONT. and HOUSELL como to tha assistonce ¢f the damaged ehip, The
FLESCHIR vomeys | porsonnnd fren tho YE8 and eank hor %y runflre, Ganualtics
on the 708 wors one offioor and tvn enlisted son missine and four enlisted
mn wun'ele hils the Aostrapers were rendoring assletance to 18 43, the
cramy Settory shifted fire to them and secrod hits on beth the FLEICHER snd
HOPEYELL o 10 / o
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‘ _ Suticet:  C Chttiom Repert - JRRIVEIESCORREGINCR Lafdin?y, 1516 Feb 19%5

| e to the loss of sweeping rear on chstructions in the cheannel entrance.

\, Fleven chemical horned type mines werc cut during the afternoon sweepe in the
‘ Har Vi 2

| Groore

Cn D-Day snc unit of TiSs made three round=trip sweeps in MRIVELES HASOR
with rerstive rosultse Onc YMS conducted a dreg; swecp, with the depressor
straened Lo 100 foob, ncrcss MARIVELES HLLIOR entrance. One unit swept an
aren stuth of CCAAEGIDCR, cuttine 154 snemy chemicel horned type mines. hnother
unit conductad swoeps in CABALLC PAY in the afterncon, YMS 46, of this unit,
ves Rib in tho srater rovm by & threseinch ermer piereing shell, The shell
was a <wl and di not cause any casunltlcs,

l Sweoping cporetisns wore continued until D rlue 4 and withoub furthor cnemy
shore bebbery firc. Oy O plus b a total of 400 enemy charierl horned type

mincs had haen cut. Anoub 50 per cenb of thess mines apperred to have been

lais vithin the lagt feur or five menths, while the remainder appearsd to be much

oldor, The rower mines wore aect and expleded wary casily,

Ca D plus 3 Yi8e made another check swonp of HARIVELDS HARBR and discoverod
o henvy bucy cbeut fifteen fest under water in the contor of the harbor enw
tranco,

|

|

\

|

|

‘ OnD plus & » eweor was mede in the north chunnel between CORREGTOCR and

| DATAAY, to 2 depth of cisity feot, with nerative results, later, vhen Moter
Torpodn Bunts prossd throweh the seme ered gix mine explosions cecurred, i
catine the presonce of sn eloctrioelly eontrelled mine fleld, The north chan-
fcl wen elogse” be maviiabicn, The Aeay oa SORIEGIXCR had boen roquested to

‘ s soreh for ming erntral statiops en CCRRIGIDCH in the Horth Cheanel aren and
fop extlos Loating from the laland, They roported locoting ned cutting &

] Aurber of cablos Lesding townrd Sorta Chanmsl. The contrel hougss hed ap-

‘ perertly boen domclished by the iy strihen end Mavel bhombardment,

|

|

l

\

fn the first pess throurh the lare mine fleld scwheast of CORREGTOOR, the
Yinegreoping Unlt sut 7 wines, The twe rurbonts “otailed es nine dostruce
tion vosacls wars wihle 4o fink the lar-or porbion of these mimes 28 they
wore eube  Dwn b0 tho eurrant ab tho tlme, mest of the eut mimes drifted over
the unmwept port < f the mins PI0d o the aine desteucticn vessels ware,
tharefore, wmallc to £o1lw rnd dugtrey thew, Those mines drifted with the
surrent curlnr the pieht ey’ bacsme an aibloned hazard the next morning.
Thay wirs repidly disposed of on the fellowine morningby soordinated erulgor
plage v surfecs vossel speraticns. Ho easunltios ware sulffared frim the
featin mincs, Tho ernisey plares, with thelr dow gpeed, proved bo bo an
wxerllart mosns for shooryetion of the flostine sines,

Thess wirogwseping cporsticns wers earpded cut in several inetances undor
heavy dhare Uebtory fire fres the opery and sttest 1o the Priftwls of the
mlsugmn A orgoneils

/1
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Suppert Group C‘Qgrati:cns

70, The Support Group, under Rosr Admirel BERKEY, was composzd of five erulsers
and nine destroyers for mest of the operstion. On D-Day three hesvy cruisors
and six destroyers awrmento? the group, This group wes assisned the tasks cf
suppertine mincowcoping cperations; pre I~Day barberdment of BATAKN and CORREG-
I30R; eounter hebtery fire in supperd of léndings on D ard D plus 1 cays.

%

71 Mineswoopin and bombardment vas commenco? cn D - 2, Numerous mines wore sweph
and, hoth rdneswespors sad bembarding ships oparaten 1n ¢lose proximity to
CORRECTIN and coroas the ontrancoe of MARIVELLS 2 AY without enany reaction,

72, The first cppositicn “cvelsped cn D -1, whon the minesweopére and supperting
destroyers roceived bursts of firo throughout the day. CORIEGIICR was bom—
baprded hoavily, and pany shore betborios were gilenced,

73, Tho U.8,5. FLEICHER, while enszsed in sinking flcating obstructions across the
entrancs of YALIVRIES SA4T by sunfire, wes hit by & six-inch ghell from CCRREGI-
N ISLANG,  Shell froprent's penctraoted to #1 nocazine and sterted g powdor
fire which wos sxbinulshed by the prompt and herdde actlen of membors  of the
FLETCHE: 15 erew in tioe to prevent an explosicn, The FLETCHER was ablc to low
cath  and sbtein Jdruet hits un the shore battery shurbly after teins hit, The
FLETCHER participsted in the shore pembnrdments on the three following days.

Ty The U.S,8, FOIEEIL, while cnenped in countsr Datbery fire asninst shore bate
torics on COGIGTICR ISLAMD, proceoded to the rid of the N5 L5, vhich had teen
hit #nd was surnine, The HOFETELL was hit by cne six inch, cne f4ive ineh, and
one thpos inen sholl in rapid succession. On turning to retire from the area
on orders of Comender Tosk Oroup SIVENTY SEVEY polnt THREE, she was hit asadn
with 2 five ingh shell. & amell {iro wos sterted in THL, from o ruptured waps
kess, wWilch wae quickly extincuished, The mein battery ddrecter was made dne
opuratdye twb fire asainst the shors tatbepios wag continusd vith suns in local
contrul, Tho fopwspd Plre riom wne dneperstive bub tho damagfe wes loealized
an? % shi wen ohle to prooced on twe Ldllerss The soraconel of the U.8.8.
HOLDTLL <isnlesed courase ond excellent training in kaoping the damnge to 2
rdsilenm nnd i carryins the hattle to the onemy vhile urler heavy fire.

75, The FLETOUR rowrved the persomml Lrom the damecss Y8 43 and sank her by gune
flre, b bae memc time sho wes £irdne on the CGRIEGTOOR hetterdes which had
shifod thele iro to the HOPEUELL end FLETCHIN when they eeme 4o the assistance

of tha WS,

Ty Tae 1.5.5, 14 LIIZTTE, while netine as suppert vossel for the mineoweopers and
engrod Gn hetroyles mwet wines Lo the entrance of MARIVILES BLY, struck a
ploe whish emused pardcus damers Lo the shipe. Efficlont damsse control by the
efflears rr oraw saved the ehip end onabled her o ¢loar Lhe danporcus aros ’
uler ber o powar,  She wes later towed to SUZIC DAY by the HIDATSA,

w 12 w
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The U.5.5, RADFORD, while attomptisg to teke the mimel U.5.8. Lk ViLLETTE in
tew in the ontrance of MARIVELES ®AY, £lso struck e mine, Frompt end ef-
ficiont camrc contrel confined snd minimized the demnge cnd the ship was
able te prococd under her own power to SUEIC ZAY.

\ The snly evidence of 2 contrelled ainefield neruss the entrznce of ALIVELES
nAY weo thet o ssction of cluctric cerls was ocut by one of the minesweeyers
nekin: a dres neross the entrance for the puryoge of cutting such leacs if
thoy sxieted, Whils the mincs vhich exylede?t under Li VALLEITE and RADFCID
may hove teon of tho contrelled type, 1t epresrs more [re batly that they wers
‘f unswept corteet minss. & YHS or cthor amell vessul sheuld have hoon used for
| mine dostruction in the sweeping of WRIVELES HARFCR,
l
I
1
t

On DeDry CCI‘ﬁ?:'ZGIDCR was bcr:bs.r‘.'cd tetweon hesvy air strikes, The landing
nt MARIVELES wes swpertod by schedwled and counter battery fire, The single
shore bsttery that fired em the APDx in the transport ares was quickly.silenced,

The lendin: rt CORUBGTWE on D rlus 1 wes supported by a prelancing Lombard-
neat by the three hesvy cruisers ant sereonin destroyers befzre the paras
troop drine Stveral units were avedlatlo for call fire on 2 plus 2 Day.

Pask Group SEVECTY SEVEM point THIFE Alsplayed arzressivencss and determine
ation thronghout the cperaticn, Cunnory was of the hirhest caliber, which
ecnbines vith the hoavy afy strikes and the elose supperting fire of vthor
units onevlod the trosss bo land with o few casusltics Aurine the sssault on
both UAUTVEIDS and CCRIECINCK,

Zsezrt Unit C-orgbions

o Deeort Unit of the BATLANCORISGING Attack Group, Task Unit T3e345,
initizlly dncluwied six Jastroyers: Condegliv 49 in U.5.8, TICKDG, U.8.8,
YoUs,  1.5.5. VICKES, U.5.8. SAUFLEY, U.S.8, CLTCH, and U.8,5. CONUNGHAL,
tn 15 Februars furdoaliv 49 in U.5.8, FICKLIG, UL8.8. WICKSS, and U.S.S. -
YOG departaes for LEYPE ro bolng rellevss by Comlmsliv 46 in Ueb .8, CONVEQEE,
0,55, TLACT. end U.8.5, 2¥5CH, b this tlme in wrder thet a1l sotivitios
be properly eontrolled she sonlor Jestroyer somptenror of tte fire suppord
destroyirs setwlly on statlon o ff CORIGING 181D st awy time wns lven

l the foslonetion CIU 75,300, Tw or moro destroyers were op stebion ab a time
unt L CGUIEOTNN IBLAND wao seourud,

‘ 83, On 13 =o' 1h Porrusry destroyors of Task Unit 71,345 covora’ Kis and 1S of
Tepk Usdt 7035 Curing mmepdne cpereticns in the viednlty of VALIVELES
HANOR nnd OCUEOIGE,  They provided siunbar brbtory and sovering fire whon
L vonss of sy shors aoplatomunte,

i By Cr 13 Pobrusry U.8,8. TICKDN and UuS.8, YO wors dosignated for this taske
v fe onemy shovs [ire was oncrunbared but seversl suspocted pillboxes and caves
| e the Scuthwestarn face of CORNBGIDCR wers tsken under firo by the twe shigjte

3
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35. Cn 14 Fobruary U.S.5. YICKES and U,8,5. YCUNG supported the mincsweepers and ~
considerehle eneny firs wis dirccted et the sroup from Southcrn CORREGIDOR,
CATALLG, and CARATAC ISLADS, Virworcus counter battery by the destroyers
wived sut et lonst twe cmplecemonts and silenced the remainder, enabling the

minoswocpors to accuyplish their mission without dsmage.

Gn 15 Ferrucry (2 Day) U.S5.8. PICKING an” U.S.8. WICKES corried cut schoduled
hepbardanat of MAIVELSS YGECR in sumpert of the assault, covering damaeped
kuilcin~g, hills, =nd bushes in the viclnity of the shore lime end the landing
tugel, Tuesuge of the warrcw opirence to the bey <ndl the hirsh pround on
eithor side 1% wos neccganry that the U0.8,8, PICKING teks station to the left
ing of denerbure A0 - 300 yards off COCHINGS ICTN and the U,8.8. WICKES take
ststicn ingide of the bry efjzcent 4o richt shere, Ths ships lay to, using
thedr anrines to kaop battordcs beaping and to meintein procise station hamper—
od Ly ourront oxd o brick wind, It rocuires ship hendling of the mest expert
cherrcter, Durins the unleadine phase U.S.5. PICKING destroyed a contact mine

and recolvesd survivers {ron the mined LSY 169,

Cn 16 Pobtrucry U,6.8. DICEDNG, U.5.5. YOG, end U.S.S. WICKES carried cut
sohs uLod Morlarsmant of CORRRGINCR ISLAND in suppert of the asgault, covering
eeves in eliffs bt the lefb of the bost lane, the lamiine srez, and caves and
A1) bowes b the richt of the lunding sres, The bombardment was carrlad ocut
gt reapses from 100 £ 1500 yorde end wes vory offective allowing the troops
tr land with fow caswltizs, Thoy wore subjected t- firg frem shore batterdes,
arad Lo the dervers of {leoztine and controlled mims durdns tlo opersticn, How-
over, the shins wore suffisfsntly alert that thoy sustained no damare and
eanse:l the enery conpldaretle damere,

En 17 Pebpusry U,0.8, CLAKICH suprorted reinforcoment troop lantines on GUUESE
MRty saneuvordns to within e for hundred yords of the left of the lending
Toreh a¥l oiloncine henvy mashine run £irs from RLVSEY RAVING whieh hadl buen

straline the landing eralft. This roguired expoert novisstion and alertoess on
tue pert of thn CLAXTCH to Clseover the soures o0 fire.

Aftor the poenidb on CUBESID twe or more dostroyurs vore on sbotlon ot a
i avoilells for esll £irs, nleht D luwslnabion, and Pire on tarsots of oppore
tunity untll tho llant wns gecured, The senfor destroyer wes deslpnsted CTU
13,9,401 ol ven ehersed vk covrdinntdr AlL navel geblvitics In thet ares.
1,50, CONESE, U.5.0, MLITHE, 1L8,5, JI50H, 1.6.8, CLAXTCN sndt U.8.8,

SAUFLEY took eyt da ke ¢ndl) Llre phese of the COREGIIR aetifn,

Cormuniostiong wore oxesllont and dlose cosrdinstion wrs nadntatned with the
Pursse ashure by seeng of the BOLC's vhis Asserve congiderable orodit for thulr
oarh dn the rotapburs of CURIGGINL,.

Soatrerors veuwsdly Dired nb ranss of fout 1000 pards, with tar-ets plainly
vlaltte o Loth flrlse ghip et the spobtor sshors, Nuserous pill beros end
¢rvar worg destroved, Contentretions of Jap trocrs weve taken under fire and
eldsdnmatod, art the wivnmos of sup troops elosely covered, ’ +

n}j;“
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92, The slow deliborate fire at very shori ranes by tho destroyors in this phase
of the operaticn utilized the smaunition expenden to the maximun extent, It
weas found thed vory fow rounls were neeted per pill box or caves Excellent re—
sults at those sword ranzes were ohbnined with one it at & tinc frem a 40 am
with lecel pointine,

93, The necassary csesrt cuties were ;erformcd Ly this unit.

ArD, L3 and 18T Ororaticns

98, Duc to bhe ompleyrent of the drmy troops in combat cporation until a few days

tofre tho lending, the tim avalledle for 1eadine tho &fDs, L8s anl 18T was

O Mimite However, the sortis was accenmplished withoub undus celay and pessane
4o the obivetive sres completer without ineldent,

95, & lirc ol srprossh, £s cloge to SCCHINGS LT as offshore navigational dangers
permifted, wes established, This line was st right sngles to the boat lane into
VARIVIRS HARBOR, The ninety-degree angle in the line of spprosch to the beash
was gogepted, in order to keep the assmult waves as far from CORREGIDOR fire a®

ractieable.

96, Durin: the formetion of the Initisl weve in the teansport ares, & betbery on
CORNICIOR encnod fire with fowr selvecs, which cnused casualties in cne londw
ot povp. Tho Plre Surport Droys mponptly oiloneed the batbery.

g7, The wves foxme’ in susceasisn dn eclumn on the 1ing »f aspraech, turning into
the heat lane by eclum roverant,  Upon arrivel st the lise of departure, tho
wave selunms doiloyed deke 1l for the aganult,

gd, The lentine was mrde o schodile wnbll the aishth wave, when a dslay segurred
duo b0 4he lats retraction of the provious 10T wave, At this time 181 169,
Lormine part of the ei-htd wve, struek @ nim whick ceused & larse hole fore
werd pad sterted o laree Pre, The Sslvarw and Reseus Croup ponders? rrompt
ald srt toached tne vescel, After o short dolay, the romalnalnc waves resumot”
Lendines ab schoiyls? intorvals. Tho 18N ned creaniged in the assslt Waves,
wers ~n esll ard wors boschod ps slote hecmo availeblo.

%, After edeadineg $he MUs and LBMs ware poburnat te BUNIE, where thoy word Lo
be pondy to LL84 o reserve roriment, less ~ne batteldien, with sup;lles and equip-
mank, in enes the naed Do puch veanfurcesent aroeo, ikt LSYUn wors beachad
L drboly on bhodr retuen, b lowd fur the O tlian 2 Resuppdys

00 e 10Ts were an esll e8 51058 boeams available, Unfavorabls raacking gunditdina
exliste? In VAOTOTLES HiBoCH for L8Ts, and considernldn tlme wes smployed in rae
o rrndasrace e loents slote, After the host slete had been locabed, the une
frysrrite sentitlons recuce? She prosross of LST unlsading to euch en extont thet -
lets 1a Yae sfernoon Little miplice snd equipment had been removed from any of
the 1876, Tt wer alse spparent that the loaded L8Te seuld net be retracted un
t4l KLh wter, Juoe ab U115 that nirhbe

- 1B -
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101, Jwring the afterncen of D rlus 1, the two turs of the Salvare Unit, assisted
by LCI(S)s, 2ided the LSTe in MIIVELIS HARDCR to retract. Ty 2030 fowr of
the I8Ts had teen retracted, but the Salvage Unit wes unable to retract 1ST
506.  The Selvare Undt deperted, loavins LST 586 on the beach for the night.
Iustructicns concornin nirht pretoction were issued,

102, In view of tho setisfactory promress on CORREGIDCR after the air and amphibi-
ous lendincs, the original plan of flyins in paratroop reenforcoments was
chenged to land ther amphibi-usly, Sy prompt action, the 4FDs were able to
lcad the paretroop reenforcoment ab SUDIC and lend them et DLACK PEACH on
CLRECIUCR on the aftorncen of D plus 2, 2 dey serlior than had been anticis
pebeG, The supnirt snd contml srrangoments used in the initial landing on
CLAECIIMN wore yetolned, with minsr modificaticns, for the reonforcement
landing,

102, On D flus 2, tws rosurply LSMs hed beon boached at CORIEGINGH and their unlcad-
ing waz precoedine without onpositicn, Vhen the rcanforearert landing come
menees, rifle and zzehine run fire frem esves leecaber on the wost flank of the
wind lane Hevaleped upén the approach of-the landing efsft to the bengh, The
gunfire.suppeit units and, in'particular, the destroyer staticned on the ‘wesd
flank of tho bont lanc:to: fire up RAGRY RAVIME, quidkiy bpened five on the Jap
ancse positions, Thelr aggressive action permitted the landing to be made with
only miner easunlties to personnel, bub no lesses, snd the damage of three smal)
lsnding bosts, X

104, Ternty-five drmy LCls wero sasiined to this rporetion end embarked troops and
couipment at SUTIC LGY 2n T - 1, Upsn cemplotion «f leedine, thoy procseded
te tho enchieyree of Tark Unit 73,3,7, vhore thoy mocred 4¢ the ships of Task
Unlt 72247 wptil tdre of departurs frr the cbjoctivo arca. This Task Unit,
ermrdsine & floot tu-, o rescue tus ard Shroo salva~o 1CIs, wee aesirned the
by of eseert [y the LCMe,

frise bo ~cttior untorwey on Dery, the sorvicss of the two turs wers moded
Ln readating the dame ot T4 VALLETTZ and TADFCIO to roturn $o SUNIC. Acsorde
inedy, the 10 1119 wag dotachod from Lho cecord of tho Landine Ship Beholon,
with crders Lo proceed SUTIC an? assume the duties of sscort esmmander for the
L, a5 the bu's wors bulng crlered bo ropert 4o the danesud destroyers,

1064 Th jagecen Lo the ob kebdve sren wes made witheut incident. The LOMs fo
procily dn the desionetod waves aod bosehod as diroctod by the Control Vedsel
Por the MASIVELDS apsnallt,

307, Theoo stnc LOMs embarke! troops and equipment of the rd Dattellon, 34 RCT,
Fror HRLIVELTS »n the noxt morning, D plus 1, for ‘the landing on CCREGIDOR,
She 10Vs eamposed the prinedjel enphibious compononte of the assault on SLACK
TEAE st COERESTICR,

o Mils, seermanled by caeerd snd support sipe, prosecded from MARIVELES to
W southard of COLRBGTINN on & track to koop the formation sut of ronce of
siell calibor weaponse The lendine eraft, flanked by tho supgcrt eraft, entored
th boet lanoas nad dejdoyd in an oxcellent manpor for the assault. Lest of the
rosisbance b the landing by smnll arm and machine zuns was cvarcoms by the

[ T
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Subjecds Action Remrt - LARIVELES-CORRECIDCR landings, 15-16 Feb 1945,

Naval gunfire support,

Besch Tarty Oneretions

109, The lend farces and cquiyment to bo cmployed were ennzred in combet service
until Just before lesdine fer the cperation, I87Ts and LSls wore beached at
SUNIC TRACH end sther amphibicus croft st RIFLE FANGE NEiCH, VWith close co-
prdinsticn of the Shore and Ueach Parties, the leading wes completed so thet
both echelons “eparted ~n sehedule,

CRANGS IDACH in MRIVALDS TAY rresentod sunsidersble difficulties tc the une
Lozddine of smphivdous craft larsor than LCHe, Tho amall eradient produced
wet remp landinqs en! the seft sand sn the bench provided traction cnly to
tracters and DUKYs, Thess cendidicns slowed the unloaling consideratly. The
laek of thorsush weterproofine drowned cub many of the velcles thet were tow-
od ashore by tracteors,

Dath the Deceh Tarty and the Shore DParty ware unpropered to recelve the first
rosuzply on D plus 2 and befure this unproparednoss was corrected several

n

hours were lost,  In oubsequent resupply echelsns this conditicon was core
roctods

Contrel and Insheps Suprept Crereticns

The Contral cod Inshore Bupport Unit woe cemposed of two PCs, six rocket
1LIs vl zix sunboats,

The eontrel of the boab waves for both the MANIVELES and CCRREGIDUR landings
funebioned mustthly.

The LOI{) 5 220 LLS{LYs rendores clese fire suzmport in beth the MARIVELES
end CORERTKE nasrulis from restricied waters sdiscent to the lunding boache
oo vhich would not Bove baon secossibls b cthor supportine types.

In the CCRREGINGR landins o henvy rockot bepraro and nlac closc support was
furnithcd by vossals of thls unid dn the fzea of heavy eromy fire ot shert
e, This suenort was & consddorable fector in nllowins the treops to lund
with fow camnltlos,

The herbor ontyence of GRIVELES was protoctod by a close geroen of five mune
boaks on the alht of bedng,  The harbor wog atbeoked by onemy @lonte, who
wirs ot glohbod by the -unboats elther by radar or vioually until thoy ware
rractic~ily slomeslin, Thres of the sunbosts wore sunk in the initial attacks
The LLA(LY 27, by alsrt setion, seak five Qloats bofore a slxth explodod
#logs sboare ard damaeed hor, Quick aetion «q the part <f the Commanddng Cffi-
eor in bosehins his ghlp seved her,

Duplne the run shie! of the londine bost wave in the CCREGIDER asenult, the
LOI(R) 437 wes hit four timos Ly throe inch hish explosive projoctiles, The

LR 330 conddmud n with the seeault, sppdylne damase control mesaures,

Suo firc! her rockota an took sovorel enmay bettorice under fire with her

40 e oo meehlne oun batborion, Tho ship cloarsd tho area unfer her own powst,

w4 [7 ‘
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Salvare and Rescue Onerstions
118, The Salvame an’ Koscue Unit consisted of two tugs and throe LCI(S)s,

119, This Unit ha2 been scheduled to escort the Army ICYs from SUSIC to MARIVELES
HARECR for the assault. The two tugs were diverted from their agsignment and
sent to the essistance of the LA VALLETTE and RADFCRD in the carly evening of
1k February, The GAST completed her task with the RADFORD in tine to join -
the LU Schelen for the ssscult, The HIDATSA took the LA VILIETTE in tow -
off LAMIRJA TSLalD ebout midnisht, Tho LA VALLETTE was down by the bow but,
with cereful scomanship, was towed to SUEIC, The HIDATSA returned to the as-
sault aroen sroaptly.

120. During the asosult rhage in YARIVEIES BhY, the LSK 169 struck ~ mine and
saucht fve, whileh spread ¢o the marazine and to gesoline nnd oll stored in
the vessel n in the Aroy wehiclos zhoard her. The GRASF, LCI(S)s 987 and
683, closed immedintely an, netwithstanding cxploding ammuniticen, fought the
fire and tower! the ship clear of the beat lane snd beached her. She was
later selveged and towed to SUSIC DAY on 17 Februrry, Quick acticn by the
vessels of the Selvage and Reescus Unit probably saved this LSM from boing
Cestroyed,

121, The 102(L) 27 ned BSoen boached 4o rrevent sinking aftor sn attsck by suicide
bosts on the ndght of 15-16 February, Tomporary repalrs had subsoquently
boun mede by e Selvace and Rencus Unit, The HIDATSA struek a mine on
17 Fabrunry peer tre wostern shore of MARIVEIES PAY, while taking the LCS(L)
27 in towe The HIDLTSA waa heavily damased forware and set on fire, The
shijts copnny wore promt and officient in eprlying damrre control nessures
syt uvloubbollly saved their shin from sinking,

122, The Unlt rupnleed undorwedor hull camaze rocoived by the assault eraft from
ehsll freementa Gurdns the CORIBOTIOR landine, They replaced propellors on
landing eraft, rovoved fowlod 1ines frem cthers, and ngsistod the amphibious
shipliy et SGRIVALES to retrsct, 4 lsweo not buoy submarged Bolow the stpe
face in the antroncs o tho barbor was blewn up by divers frem L0I(8) 227,
who (lrend O poun’s of explosives on the net tusy,  This oy had been
shatraebing the ninoowsuping 8t the herbor satrenco, The shigs »f this
Inlt wery vory mrorgb in verdering seslotones to domared ships and in making
Lapoapnpy rooivg,

Furthor Opgrations

123, Tagk Grows SWONTYLIHT jolnt THIZE wes dissolved sg of 00CL ITEM 4 Yarch
1965, Suapirt of furthsr oporations wes centimed wler Cormarder Taek Foreo
BEIT I,

Sory boy gamﬁch {hirmadl Advance) & D, STRULLE
W

CatiiFLL (Advance)
WMottt bl

i
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COMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP NINE

 SECRET Fleet Post Office - San Francisco
Enclosure (1) te Commander Tesk Groun 78.3 M*RIVELES-CORREGINOR Actien Report
PLRT IT

CHRONOL.OGY OF ZVYUNTS = MRIVAITS-CORRRGIDOR OPTRAION
COMNDER T4SK GROUP 78,3 ON U,8,0,0,0, INGHAM

& February 1945

_Despatch reseived from CTF 78, initfsting B!T: *N-SORREGINOR Operation and
designsting Rear ‘dmirsl STRURLE as tttock Group Commander, Chief of Staff,
‘ir Officsr and Intelligence Officer departed from the Flagship to report to
the SIXTH irmy Hesdquarters for prellminary planning,

1 Pebrurry 1945

Planning group departed SIXTH ‘rmy Headguarters for XI Corps Headouarters
and return to Flagship,

8 Februsry 1045

Conference on Flagship with Commsnder SRUTMTH A}nphibious Force, Commanding
Genersl XI Corps and representatives, 5th AAF representative and 503rd Perae
chute Infantry Division representstives,

43 Februnry 1944

0930 Briefing conference held on Flagship,

Looding of squipment commenced on this date,
1 1 D1
18Ts finish loading, Tug erdered to sssist them off beash,

Fabrun

1708 The Flsgship and Landing Ship %ehelon of the asssult force got underway for
sbjsative area, departing SUnIn niy,

2000 ships formed srulsing disposition,

2225 CM 77,3, in sharge of Bombardment Group, sdvises ‘gswult Oroup Conmander
that the volume of gunfire from CORTEAIDOR during the afterncon mikes more
neutralizstion bosberdment advissble before the danding, snd that hie ame
mnition expenditures had been very heavy, ‘ir strikes failad to resch some
of the guns, Often not sven the flssh of the guns cculd be seen, The bt
tarios very lecsted from puffs of smoke st the mowth of the taves in which
th:‘m: wore hidden, The shore botteries ehose the smaller ships as Lere
gete,

Bnolosure {4) -l SHEONOLOOY OF 2VeNTS Iq
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Trelosura {4) ta Commander Task Group 78,3 MRIVEIFS-CORRNOIDOR ‘ction Report

2225 te
24,00 Preceeding on various courses snd speeds,

15 Pebrusry 1945 (DeDay)

104 Fchelon departed SUBIC,
*11 ships informed that B-Hour is to be 1000,

CTO 77.3 reparts silencing one CORTFGIDOR battery sfter one shot was fired
by it. He reported another visible and believes it cen be knocked out in

a1 hour.

1A A=20s and 20 B-24s are reported coming in,

Cruisers report no more gunfire from north side of CORRUGIDOR.
™o rines are ebserved washed up on the M RIVELES B8R CH,
Seeond gun on CONIGIDOR reported silenced by cruisers,

€10 77.3 reports negative results on sweep of M TIIVELFS B'Y,
Crulsers report two 67 guns firing on them from CORTWAIDOR.
Forcs ordered to land the Landing Force,

4Phs ere discrbarking troops, PC 1119 and PC 1133 are on station marking
1ine of depsrture,

6 ped8s and & R478 with bombs bosin attack on north face of CORRRGINOR,
Pour shots of nbout 4% ealiber from a bsttery on CONRSIIDOR splashed near
the W0 1. Mo direct hits, althoush fragments csused 17 casuslities in one

landine bost, Oruisors instantly took battery under fire and silenced it
befsre any more shots could be flred. dm of the COTMAINON shore batteries

which did fire wea good,

first wave nesrs line of dapsriure,

Prasrronged bomberdment of WRITWLES B'Y shore begling by Nestroyora,
Be2ls bomb YUUTTAS BYY ‘ress Txcellont pattern obtained,

0047 Plrst wave Lesves 1ine of deprriure for beach,

1000 Hefiour, first wave of # L0VPs land pn WRIVNLYS Beach, Opposition reported
vary Light, Purther waves continuc,

Euelosure {3) - - CHRGHOLOGY OF ®VENTS }o
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Enclosure (4) to Commander Tnsk Group 78.3 MiRIVFLES-CORRRGIDOR ‘ttion Report

1010 On CORRESIDOR, 12 P~38s have bombed the gun positions on the northern face of
the islond, This report was received from the Alr Observer who proceeded to

mark o good gunfire terget with a small bomb,

1037 Destrover sinks mine by gunfire close to beach,

1038 LSY 169, half-wny into beach, explodes, and is enveloped by flames. Ship
stops, men Jumping overboard, S8alvage ship proceeding to put out fires,
‘ppesrs to be a mine, although with some characteristics of mortar fire,
Eighth wave 1s stopped at line of departure, Uinth wive is also held up.

1CMs near L8 169 pick up survivors, Uster is played on fire, The ship's
back is broken and thers is s hole in the port bow,

Because of difficulty of retrsction, L5Y 34 suggests one~third maximum speed
for besching,

Heavy bombing attack on SORRENINOR,
HIDATSA requests permiesion to besch L3M 169, ¢nly 6 casuslties reported,

010 7743 reports Tsrget X-ray, one of the mnin batteries on CORKEGINOR dur-
ing early morning, ls now tovered over with rock slides and destroyed.

“loventh wave, final sssyult wave, lands, 10 78,3 reports to OTF 77 snd
CTF 78 regerding poor beaching conditions,

Dombing on CORRSAINON 16 reswmed by 12 i-208,

Sroepars report cutting 12 sines on first pass through northarn part of
Southern Channel (‘res WAMTH) & totsl of 78 ensmy sdnes have been cut to

det,
1200 Reconnaisssnco fails to show sny lerge organized chemy forca,

1210 CORREGINOR s hombed ngaln,  lmost continubus bembing 1s in progross, Come
[ monced unlonding L3 on ¢all,

! 1230 Honvy Orulsors of Task Sroup 77,3 serive of P CORIDON from LIeGiyey,

1330 Oencrsl DHYT snd sboff losve the Flegship,

100 foneral CH 8% sgrumed comend sheors, relleving Beor *dmlesl STRUSLY,

1425 oaves reported on CORTBINON with steel doors; mome sre open, soms tlossd,
12 Pdfre Launch sn attack,

Eaclosure () “d - CHEOMOLONY OF oVunTs
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Fnelosure g;Q to Comrander Trsk Croup 78.3 VARTVELSS~CORREGIDOR Action Report

1430 Deaching of LSTs begins,

#PDs, 10Is =nd LSMs, except LSM 218, returned to SURIC and were alerted to
1ift reserve troops if so directed,

1600 Bombing and heavy bombardment of CORRSGINOR continues, Unloading progressing
slowly ot MARIVELES Beach, due to difficult beach conditions,

1640 Minesweepers again under fire from CORRRGIDOR,
1826 ~Hoavy bombing and bombardment continues.

.

1830 CTC 78.3 advises he will lesve 5 LSTs partially unloaded, together with LCTs,
feseus and Salvage Craft, NRocket and Gunbosts and: 25 ‘rmy monned LCMs in
WAAIVELES BAY for night, proceeding with Flagship, sweepers and Crulscrs to
sea, Cruisers are insiructed to ect independently.

1830 to
2400 Proceedcd to sea, Destroyer CL'XTON wza instructed to inform CTG 78,3 if any

gunfire ccourred in MARIVELES B2Y during the night,
16 Februsry 1945 (D 4 1

At sea west of obJective area, Thism is the date set for landing on CORRFGI-
"R by ~irbornes and waterborne troons,

of the five 105(L) gunbosts stotloncd on screening duties ot WRIVEILS BYY,
three exploded and one wes hit snd besched, »s n result of a vigorously
exeouted “sulcide® boat sttack, (Loter prisoner of war information indicates

about 30 were launched from CORTAINON.)

COMPHERY poports a bont which locks 1ike Jap sulcide bost, ‘ppesrs out of
gnsy

016 19,3 orders smoll boat be shot up. %oat exploded when hit,

Gemaing of small Jep PT bost ploked upe 11 oraft werned about mines which
moy hove been cut during vesterdey's sweep,

Suheduled 2ir strike on COTTAIDON begun, Many Be2is hit target all over the
island,

Dostroyer CLXTON is cbserved surrounded by flosting mines, she sank fours
181(2) sent to help in ndne dertrustion,

0829 Owdi?s chsarved coming in with 503rd Parschute Battalion,

Erelosure (4) oy CHRONOLOBY OF “VRNTS
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"S-CORRRGIDOR Action Report

First Paratroopers cbserved leaving planes, * few fall wide, but most direct-
1y on top of the "ACCK", No apparent opposition slthough machine gun fire is
later reported, At this some time 25 LCMs and 2 10Ts left ORAVGE Beach,
MARIVELES BAY, for BLACK Beach on CORREGINOR.

PC 1119 ordered to destroy a mine shead of formation,

Bombardment of CABALLC ISLAMD begins, 2lso heavy firing all along landing
beach., Considerable attention given to CABALLO ISLAND by plangs and ships,

First wave of 5 LCMs leeves line of departure,

Heavy rocket fire on beach. Mschine gun and forty millimeter fire observed
from Jeps in ¢nves, This fire is hitting near rocket boats,

Troops of first wave have landed on besch, Troops are standing up. Mo fire
on basches at this point st this time.

Land mine exploded on beach, wracking vehicle, Mortar fire noticed from hill
on left flank of besch, Secund weve lands on beachs An ICI apparently was
injured by fire noted st 1022 sbove.

Paratroopers ohserved on pletemu,

Third weve 18 fired upen while sporosching beach, Third wave lands,

ICI{R)s discharge additional rotkets on flsnks of beach, Ynemy fire from
CABALIO ISLAYD is observed »gnine This is taken undor heavy fire from Des-
trovers snd Cruisers,

Yave six held st 1ine of departure until mertar and pun fire is cleared off
beach aren, Troops are now reported scross the noek of the lsland, Puars-
troops are still limited to the plrtesu where they dropped,

Soats petrecting na rapidly ss they are unlonded, M1 enemy PT bost near
transport sres axploded, lesving no trace,

A11 waves elosr of bereh, Heelstonce is developing on the north const of the
neck of SOKRTOINCR, Heavy bombardment on specific targets continues,

Hdr coordinstor sloft reports no -etivity on roads esst of landing beach,

Bixth wave of 2 [0T8 delayed until mortar fire is silenced, This 48 accoms
plishad by Boavy Destroysr fire up the ravine on the left flenk of the beach,

Bocond paratroop drop beelns with coparontly pood results. ¥ind stronger
than for the moming drop,

Tnelosure (1) ko CHROKOLOGY OF BVEMTs
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Enclosure (£) to Commander Task Gi»ggp 74,3 M 'RIVEITS-SORRRGIDOR ‘ction Report

14R0 503rd Parachute Regiment reports increasing small arms and machine gun fire on
descending Paratroopers, Landing casunities from this and other causes in-
croasing,

1515 Colonel JONU'S nssumed command of trocps nshore on CORRWGINOR, relieving Rear
/dmiral STRURLE,

1515 to
1930 Heavy bombardment and bombing on c»21l continues during this period, Arrange-

mants made for ships st M RIVILES and at COREWGINOR to retire from arca except
supportind Destroysrs,

2004 Underwsy in Flogship, procweding sesward from objective area,

2005 to
200 On departure stsr shell illuminstion is observed fram supoort Destreyers left

behind *

17 February 1945 (D £ 2)

1055 Resupply cchelon, consisting of 4 I5Ms for ¥'RIVELISS and 2 ISV for CORTEGIDOR
basched and cormenced unlosding,

1310 HIDATSA struck mine while sslvaging 10S(1) 27.

1630 502rd Infentry Division reenforcements in 5 ‘PPe arrived off HL'CK Bench
(CORT™GIDOR), Prepared to land in seven waves, each wave consisting of 4
15pRe,

First waves of 4 LOPRS londed with muinfire opposition,

o0
1715 Sporsdic mrchine gun fire still being cnoountered,

1800 Landing completed with no ¥aval personnel tasusltics. One TAPR wes sunk and
two were strended on besch,

13Y 38 pasisted 13M 52 Lo retract from BLACE Desch, They Jolned four 1LSYs
from ORETY Boseh for raturn prassge to SURIC, under eacort,

18 Fubrusyer 19565 (D £ 3)
1209 Plagemlp snd 10 1139 arvdved on N1y Besath, CORMENTDOR,

1315 C1 78,3 instructs support Destroysrs to conserve smmndtion where practios.

ble,

Enclosure () -b - CHRONOLOOY OF EVENTS !
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Tnelosure (1) to Commander Task Groun 77,3 M*STVELTS . CORREGTDON ‘ction Report

1630 411 punfire osupport snd Nav-l matters having been provided for, 070 78,3
leaves objective area for SUBIC BiY.

19 Pebruary 1945 (D £ 4

through
5 Meyeh 1045

This poried was spent at SUBIC-RAY, with trips Lo CORREGIDOR, closing out
various dotails of bembordment, swenping and salvage problems relsted to the
RTAMCORPGIDON Assaults On 4 ¥erch 1945, Renr Admiral STAUBLE turned over
operations 1n objootive ares to Vice idmiral RAREEY.

#uclosurs (1) CHRONDLONY OF wYepry
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Enclosure (B) to Commnder Task Group 78,3 M RIVELES-CORTTGIDOR Action Heport

paaT I1I

RTO0NT OF MAVAL GUNFIRE

1, {82) The gunfire support plan for the Scuthern BTAAN and CORIWGIDOR ‘ttack
Group, directed Task Group 77.3 to issue the necessary directives and to con-
duct the preliminsry bombardment on D =~ 2 and D =~ 1; to provide ¢sll and counter
battery fire on D-Day and D £ 1, and to provide close covering of minesweeping
oper=ticns on D « 2 through D £ 1,

(b} The plan provided for close support by Destroyers, LCS(L)s and ICI(R)s of
Task Group 72,3, for the scheduled leandings on D-Day and D £ 1, respectively
Phese 1 and Thase 2,

2, {(a) Tesk Group 77.3 bomborded enemy positions on Southern BUTAMN, CORRVGIDOR,
CADSLLO, EL FIAILWS and GARABAO ISLANDS; 4nd supported minesweeping operations
on D = 2 trhough D £ 1. Units of this group were availeble for eall fire cn
D-Doy to D £ 2.

{b) On D ~ 2, they supported mineswoeping operations and conducted bombardment
sccording to plan,  Seversl dirsct hits were observed on pill boxes and gun
poaitions,

(¢} The scheduled bombordment on D = 1 wng ¢arried out snd minesweopers were
supported by counter battery fire on CORMMGINOR. Several of ocur units were hit
by fire from enemy guns emplsced in well camouflaged eave positions cn CORTEA-
IDOR, Some of the guns wer¢ eventurlly silenced by NDestrayer fire at short
range,

(d) The leonding st MNRIVELES and mineswoeping operstions were supported by
scheduled bombardment and counter brttery fire on CORTYITOOR on DeDay, Only cone
Jep gun, which wia quickly silenced by the counter battery fire of Crulsers and
Destroyers, opened up on the trenspsrt sres,

(e) On D41, CORREGINGE and adjacent islands were heavily bombsrded by this
task group prior to the prrschute dren,  Wineswespors were again Nirnished supe
port. Units of the group were on strtion for eall fire ua D £ 2 doy but were

not used,

() bombopdment of TRNUTE TON on the vast eosst of WNIL. R'Y was carried
out on 0 £ 3, "8 requested by the irmy,

3¢ During the WRIVELES Landing, Task fGroup 78,3 provided the following support:

(1) TIZKING and WICKRS took station to Yoft and right, respestively, of the
host 1ane i the ontrance of W'RIVILYS BAY snd effectively covered the shores
on both sldes of the bay, the beach ~roa, and the shore st and of bay with

Bnelosure (9) “l - AELONT OF NVAL CUNFIR 9«‘0




- fold3

www.fold3.com/image/#296528862 Printed on Dec 30, 2014

DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP NINE

SECRAT .Fleat Post Office - San chie.
Enclosure (B) to nder Task Group 78, TDCR Action Repo

S~inch fire, as scheduled from E-Hour mimus 45 minutes to HeHour minus 10 min-
utes, Cross fire was used effectively to cover the shors on both sides and

fire was shifted to the flanks when LCI{R)s and 15(1)s approached the line of
fire,

{b) Three LCI(R)s took stetion ahead of leading boat wave and dslivered normal
rockst and 40 mm fire on beach aree, hauling off to the left to provide fire
support on that flank. Three LCI(R)s proceeded with the leading wave and made
8 rocket attack on the north shore of the bay, effectively covering a Japaness
camp in that arer. This group then supported the landing by patrolling in the
area to,the right of the bost lane.

{¢) Two LCS(L)s patrollsd the left flenk of bost lane md four patrolled on the
right flank, dellvering rockst, 3"/$0 and 40 mn fire on adjecent hills,

(4) Call fire was not needed.

(¢) ¥o casualties were roported,

(£) A heavy air strike by 24 B-24s was madc on shores end hills in the vicinity
of the bay during the scheduled fire by the Destroyers, sithout interference,

4y During Phese TVO -~ CORRESIDOR - Tesk Group 78,3 provided:

(2) YOUMG took station to north of CORREATS0 ; PICKING took station to south of
CORREGIDOR to wost of boat lzns; and the WICKES took station to the right of the
bost lane in CAZALIO BAY, The perstroop drop wes st Helour and the landing was
made at H-Hour plus 120 minutos, The Destrovers dolivered scheduled fire egainst
benches, ceves and pill boxss from HeHour plus 60 minutes to H-Hour plus 117
minutes, offectively siloncing puns in ceves nnd pill boxes. HICKES, which was
stationed to the right of tho bost lane, delivored firs st the csves in case of
cliff to the west snd covered tho beaeh areas PICKING, stationed on the loft of
Lhe bost lane, covered the boreh ares, plll boxze, and ¢nves in WALINTA HILL,
YOUNG, stationed to tho north of CORREGIDCR, coverod the rear of the beach aroas,
pill boxes end coves in MALTNTA HILL, Destroyers wors assigned to aroas with
limiting 1iros of fire to pravent dsmage frog overs & risothets, and fire was
shifted to flenks as vessels in bost lans spprowehed the 1im of PMre,

(b) Two ICI(R)s made n normal reclot atback on bosch ares shoad of londing boat

wava, cloarod tho bost lane te the loft and suprorted the landing by 40 mm fire

into eaves to wast, Four LCI(R)s procecded vith the leading wave and mpported

the lending by patrolling {n the goneral sros to the eest of bost lane, engaging
turgets of oppertunity with rosket ed 40 mm Iire,

{€) Onc LOS(L) was nesigned to sech flank of the boat leac and petrolled on flan
shisplog targets of opportunity,

{d) €e1) rirs was not raguestud by the Shore Fire Control Partles on D plus 1.
Caﬁ‘:nz;r tabtary fire snd fire on targsts of opportunity wes carried on throughe
[e:% G LY.

(8) Mo cavualticn were poported,

Enelosuro (5) "2~ REPORT OF NAVAL GUNFIRE é
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(r) Guns in caves were silenced by ships closing to ranges of a thousand yarde
or less and firing directly into entrances,

54 () & requestod by tho krmy, interdiction fire wes furnished on the rosd cast
of PARANG on BATAAN by CLAXTON end SAUFLEY on night of D-Day to D plus 1.

(b)Y On the night of D plus 1 to D plus 2, interdiction fire vas furnished the
Lrmy on BATAJH by CLAXTOY snd {1lumineticn was furnished the farces on CORUEGIDOR

by ABBOT.

{c¢) Call fire and illuminntion for forces on CORRECIDOR centinued frem D plus 2
through D plus 16 frem CLAXTON, SAUFLEY, DYSON, THATCHIR amd CONVERSE. Two ships
were on sbetion ot o time ovecpt on D plus 9, D plus 10 ard D plus 11, when en
additional Destroyer was reoucsted by the Army, Onc Destroyor was maintained cn
station from D .plus 12 through D plus 16, when the operation wes teken over by
CIF 78,

{¢) Shore Fire Control Partisze from the 592nd Joint Assault Signal Company were

assigned to onch of the threc battalicns snd to the Tegimentel Commander making

the asscudt on Southern BATAAM, Althourh esll fire was not used, they provided

s useful mesns of communicstion with the fuerees nshers, Communisations with NGLO
st Rogimontel Command Post was cstablished gt HeHour plus b4 minutes,

() On CORIEGIDOR, cno shors fire contrel perty jumpsd with parstruopers and om
was lended with the cssault battelion, Communlestion was esteblished with the
Shors Firs Control Party thet scceompanied the Paratroopers ot HeHour plus 2
hewrs spd 29 mindos,an’ proved to be the only neang of semamnlention with thom,
Communicatien wos cotablished with the Shore Firs Control Party thst accompenied
the coseult bettalien b HeHour plus 3 heurs ard 30 mimtes, The Shore TPire
Control Farties on CORIICIDOR opareted cortinucusly frem D plus 1 te D plus 12,
eontrolling Naval Guafire during this btime e coting s 8 moens of eomuniection
with tha forscs sshore,

(£) Ry SUENITINGS 45 OF D FLUG 12 D

FICKTNG
TS
YoUN:
CONYNGHaL
Craxres
SWFLEY
oisoy
TR
COMvEnss

B

Bnaloswe (B)

1106 58738 Li Comy 28 50732 Comy 130 = 40 s,

1271 5M/38 ki Gomg 1207 = LO mse

756 59/32 kh Comp 6 5M/38 30 450 ~ L0 an,

10 5%/3% LA Comp 500 « 4O ms,

O 5%/98 Ak Comy 10 5M/38 Gy 92 59/48 1ML,

2543 SM/38 ki Comp 70 SW/98 ILL; 2196 4O om.

1300 5/38 A4 Com 21 5M/33 Comy 120 59758 1Ll 500 = 40 m.
1632 57730 ki Comy 98 50798 1LL; 2096 « LD me,

gﬁc 5;{{34 ha Comy 10 57718 Comy 160 5%/38 ILLy 16 5%/32 'fP;
ot had + B

HO6 /S0 9629 = L0 meay 26k = he5 roskete,

S18% w I may 5960 « kel vookets,
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(4) Damepe end Losses Suffered by Own Forces

Dete
Bems of Ship  Incurred Loestion Cause Extent ¢f Damage

1es(L) 7 16 Feb,  Mariveles Struck by Q-Boat Sunk
165(L) 26 16 Peb, MHardvolas Struck by Q-Boat - Bunk
1es(L) 49 16 Feb,  Marivesles Struck by N-Bozt  Sunk

‘ wes(L) 27 16 Pob,  Marivsles Struck by f-Beat Bcached to provent
sinking,

161(R) 338 16 Feb, 2 hits from prob-  Minor,Distribution
able 3" shoro bat— pencl demageds 1 hole
tory sholl fire.  belew weter line,

101{y 340 16 Fab Shops fire nnd Hinor demage,est sho
amall arss fire off above eonaing
from BLACK BEACH, towor insr damage to

electric wiring.

101(%) 351 15 Fob Shore battory Direct bit on pllot
ghell fire housel ) gun inopora~
tive, Engino telow
greph and steoring ap
peratus dnoporative,
Minor damage.

184 169 tHarivoles Aow Sorious,Foint of sone
taet Frovog 10 to 14,
port slde. Compartment
frem Fromos § 4o 17
openad ot seameShip
gubtod by fire,

‘ FLEICHER (ODLA3) Lh Fob  OfF Probabls 67 ghore  Ninor,
Copposidor  betbary shell fire

HORDWBLL (DD6M1) 16 Fev  OfF
Corragldor  Shere babbory Hodarate
shell fire,
7 A8 i Fub oft Berious fire dunage
Goprartdor  Hedius eslibes from gholl hit, later
shite batlery sunk by vmn ganfive,

shell fro,
LATALLETTE (DOLAN) AL Feb, Mapiveles Yine Berious
MOFORD (DD4LG) 14 Feb Yepiveles N Hedorato Jhble S0 proe

| Enclosurs (0) P tued under ovn 3"?"‘5‘
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Date
Nage of Ship Incurred location  Cause  Extent of Damage

HIDATSA (ATF 102) 17 Feb, Mariveles Mine Moderate,

(B) Intelligence Information indicotes that about 30 Japanese QwRoats were
Lounched from CORREGIDOR on the night of D-Day. Six O-Bosts by suicide
tacties exploded in peirs against the sides of three 105(1)s, which sank
immdiately, The fourth %Host ewploded near 1AS(L) 27 snd saused
considerable demage. I08(L) 27 definitely destroyed five and probably
slx o-Boats in the pregress of tiw sttask, The other "wBoats in the
att=ck wers provaoly susk or gelfmdestroyed,

A loree number of "-Boats wore destroyed in the eaves on COPRROINOR by
Destroyer gmfire and a number were captured intact by our troops after
londing,

Enelosurs (€) N A BIEMY DUE }0
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LUEQUACY OF CGC —~ MEDICAL ~ 4IR SUPPORT

AUEQUACY OF CGC

1. Commnicetions, The redic ecquiprent of & CGC approximates thet of an AGC and pro-
vidos fecilitics fnr cumunicetion channols ordinarily required in an amphibious
landinz, The unaveldable proximity of transmithers to reccivers impcesed by the
gize of the ship produees intornal intorferonce which reduces the efficiency that
mizit cthorwise be expected from an instellaticon of its excellence.

The limitation of space thet restricts the dosirable placement of squipment is
evicdent Likewise in the sall size of thu Coding itcom, Communication Office, and
Staff Shelter whon detalling snd ebationine perscnnel for the exscuticn of a
plan and later in the SOPA administraticn of the tbjective ares.

Berthing Pacilitics. Staff zcsammodstions in the DHGHAM ellow for 26 officers
2t 19 onmlistoa men on g ressoneble brsis, Additionel berthing on cots on the
upper deck has buen erranes, for lack of cther spece, and permits handling some
adddtions]l officers and mon on o fomporery besis, The additional accomodaticns
gre undcoirable in rainy westher and, of ccurse, de net have any lecker or
other faciltiss,

Ten officers en? forty-five mon ers required to men the commnicetion facilitics
of n 0CC, which leavos crly sixbeen of ficers' billots availeble for other Steff
officors end o spases for othor enlisted gteff perscnnel. Duriny an operation,
when arsy personncl come on bosrd, ndditicnel tamporary arrengemonts ere made to
hendle thelr berdhing, Ueder such conditiens, the ship is very tvercrewded,

Beat Fredlitics, Durdng the rlemning stars of an cperation, numercus conforenes:
ard dircet comtaet buteson the steffs invclved are nost desireble, The INGHAK
ordy hne twe seall setor dory fppe boste, This shortage of bosts on s CGC tonds
to Limdt thoe musbar of sonforonces ard the cordacts botwoen staffs that would
sthorwise be hwld asd 4s o undeaderble forturs of o 0G0,

Flanninr, The effieleney o f rienning en o 000 L5 limited, due to the berthing
acll it iy ond tho lsek of ket faeiliblys se previcusly indiested, and by the
1rek of mechaniesl frellltios for tho produetion of asphiblous plens ond by the
1rele of plonniny gpees tavhish 4 rreduse then, It is often very deslrable to
fesus mopn, sherds, phetssreshs £ 64 other reproductisng fn connsction with an
srphibious plen, Sueh feedlitics are not svellsble on 8 COC and the lssus of

e plon dn Lindve? by o lageaut whigh gon be mimcosraphed,

Gogseitaletton, In brief, & 000 48 & rdnature A0 capable of funeticnlng as e
et sty o 8 gotiafertory sransr for mall eorle opersticns requirdng only
feilisien o’ personmed on 2 edaer Lovel, then ed oporstion develops beyond
8 gmnll serle s reoulres & mefority of the somplement of an amphiblous group
staff for its plaonine snd sxseutlon, & OO0 becimos Anadequate,

Baelomirs (I} “l ow ALEQUACY OF C6C
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HEDICAL

8. Medicel plenning for the BATAAN-CCREEGIDCR Operetion provided for emergency
end dafinitive mejor surzierl cerc for ell casuddties untfl Army medical
fecilitics became aveileble eshore, as well as for adequatc modieal and
nursin: care for il casuzltics enrcutc to tho evacuaticn basc et SUBIC,

Two LSTs, converted to ensurlty cere, were steffed with surzical toems and
with sufficiont supplics end equirment to furnish adequate medical and surgl-
ezl trestront st the fer berch, Each surpiezl tesm consisted of four doctors
and epproxinstoly fifteen hospitel cerpsmen, Cempleto operating room facil=
itics worc irprovided in the pert side trocp compartment spacos and tho on-
tire tenk deek weg srranced es & larne recelving end post cperative werd,

Ono hundred cobs were sct up cn this deck, Tho morc soriscus cases worc ro=
teincd in tho troap comrertment borths edjacont to the operating roon, for
quictuce and spocial nursing, Tho normal patient load for oech ship was ong
hundred Littor en’ one hundrod ambulant casos,

10,The L5T 667 and LST 613 were the twe wesscls erpleyed, The former acconpaniod
the convoy from the staring srca on 14 February 1945, and peccived casucltios
on 15 rof 16 Pobruery. The LST 613 arrdved in the combat seno on 16 Fobru-
ary and roceived ensunltics after the 181 667 ha? a cepeeity loed of littor .
cases, plus 108 Navy (mostly) and Lrmy survivors, These twe ships eltorneted
& deily forry service to tho CORREGIDOR ires up te end including 27 Februery,
st which time fneilitdes sshere wore aveilsble for adr ovecuaticn, The &4
February trip of thoe L8T 613 was cancalled beceuse ¢t zenorator trouble and
on thet doto 18 cesuzltics were roturned to SUBIC BLY by the U.S.3. DYSON,

11,4 mejority of the sericus crsesvwors cxtensive burns, resulting from fire and
oxplogions sboopd the damared ships, end compound frectures rosulting fron
paratroop lendinna.

12,5 totel of 1087 ersurltics were cvscusted to SUBIC BAY Aron by the 187
casualty ships, 1007 hray and 20 Navy pationts, The dead wore sont ashore at
MARIVELES, for burlel by the arny Graves Rogistration Sowvies, Tho remaline
of the derd crrouts % the evacustion brse wore dolivered to the army o%

sunIs {or burdsl,

13,6 ebility of theso surrderlly steffod 18Ts beo ronder Lmodiate add to
gordcusly woundod ronm, to provide rdoquete shock, wiole bleed end penieillin
thorapy, oad ¢ acteaplish ldiested major oporstive procedures upon ddrect
rooeipt of sepuritios frem the far boreh, proved 1ife aaving in nany inetances
ﬂg Justificd the use of this typo of ossuelty sonvarted ship for futurc opore
stiong,

4L SUTTORT

ud‘km k}“ § 232‘0‘

(s) The plennine phase of this oporaticn was oxtromely short, thus procluding
the usuel jJoint esnforsncos. Omo conforance was hold ebosrd the INGHAM, in
wirdeh roprosentetives of ¢11 the forecs lnvolved wers present and sost ¢f tho
topias £ Jolnt intorest wops <{scussod snd erreod upen at this ecnforenca,
inclosure (D) -2 WIICAL - AT SUPTORT 3
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{b) Subsequent to the conforence, close liaison was nalnteined betwoen the
Attack Group Commander, the 5th Air Force and 309th Bomb Wings The drmy
Air Lialson Officer sccenmpanied the Alr Foree representetives upon their
return to 5Sth Air Force Heedquarters, MINDORO, where details of the Air Tlan
were worked cut and written in the form of sn Adr Force direcctive to its
subordinate units, A copy of this directive was delivered te 309th Bomb
“Ming Hoadguarters by tho Army Alr Liaison Officer upon his return to SUBIC
BAY &n?! the operaticne officer of the 309th Bomb Winy was thoroughly btriefed
on all rhases of the operaticn ot this time,

(¢) The Adr Force directive wes rewritton in & differcnt form ond appended
to the Operatien Flan rs tho Adr Annex,” The Sth Alr Force furnished & come
runication plen, desizneting tho frequencies and cell words to be used in
conneetion with sir support and fishter dircction. This plen was slightly
nedified and ineluded in the Operation Plan as tho Communication Aprendix to
tho Alr Annex,

(¢) in eir support toar was crgenized, utilizing the srmy Air Liaison Officer
and Ar Officer, three officers and cne onlisted men provided by 5th Adr
Furce Headguorters, end tvelve Havy onldsted mon provided by the Senicr Com-
randeor Support Adreraft, SEVENTH Fleet, This team did not have an oppore
tunity to opcrate s a tom, nor porticipets in & "dry-run® prior to U Day,

(¢} In rencrad, the proposod plen for the employment of air sapport aireraft
included the fallowinss

(1) Thorsuzh end continuous rescnneissance ¢f the cbjective srea, all
ronds on the BATAAN FENNISULA, snd the BATAAN v CORREGINCR coasts
would be conducted throwh DeDny end D rlus 1,

(2) Berbinz amt strafing tarzets would bo aesisned to sireraft cn alr
elort in aceerdance with the following pricrity,

{6) Tar-ets spoed flenlly requsted by rround forces,

(b} Burfreo tarsets within the chjestive arss,

(e} Termets of cpportunity s reported by acrial recennsissanca plancs,

(3) Fightor edreraft of tho Combat Alr Patyel woil? bo used for berbing
rdasions £t any time durine thelr sehoduled patrdl, srovidiag no borde
rlota were belnr repertod, but those rireraft would bo used for straling
mdselons cnly nt the terminrdlon of thelr scheculed patrol, if strafing
tarrots were ovident ot thet time,

(6) IT 0T bostn could be released, twe sr more firhtors from the Combat
adr Patrel would te sssdrned the mission of conducting o coordinated
firhtar « IT bust owoop up thoe sast ccest of BTN,

{5) Seoko planos, ¥hon presont, would bo mpls:;yné to assist in the pro-
toeticn of friendly forces {ohipping or boachhesad) if taken under attsok
by unony shoro batteries or omomy alr foreos,

Enctomure (2) -3 am swecRr 33
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15, Exccution Phasc

(a) Tho acturl exscution of this cperetion insofar as 2ir support was tone-
esrned, very closily followed the pabtorn outlined in the Air Flan, with the
exception thet spproximately twlee the number of airplanes reperted on sta~
tien than were schofuled, The suppert aireraft controller aflcat assumed
contrel b first 1izht on D-Day and retained centrol untdl 1618 ITEM on D
riug 1, et which time ccntrel wes rassed to Support Mreraft Farty ashore,
Throughout this peried, the eccperstion of the Navel gunfire control cfficer,
the ehips undor his contrel, the airkerne ccorcdinator, and the crews of all
tho sirplanes thet particinsted in suppert missicns wes excellent, thus in-
suring well coordinated oir end Naval punfire suppert cf the landing forces.
The groator pertion of alr rttocks o riucted were not in clese support of
ercund or Naval forces, however on the few seeasions in which elose sup-
rert missions wore reouired, thoy ware gonductod withcut mishap and favorable

results wore achieved, -

{b) Due to the liht opresition encecuntered in the IRIVELES asault and the
subsequent ndvencs inland, very 1ittle air support cn the BATAAY FENINSULA
was roguired, Therefore, practicslly 11 the availatle air wus toncentrated
on CORREGIDOR and CABALLC ISLAMDS, both of which offerad an jnexnaustible
supply of air tersets, Throusheut D-lay and D plus 1 these izlonds wore
subjected to incessant air and Pavel bombardment, Generally, Neval gunfire
wag not pormitted while sir sttreks wepre in prosress on the inlands, and air
attacks were rostricted while Hevel runfire wes belns conducted, bub on some
seossis no the twe forces conducted sinultancous attacks on widely soperated
shjoctives on the islande, In gpite of the susteined and heavy sttacks on
CORRSGINOR and CABALLO, somc stronzpeints, which were inaccessitle do peth
nir attack ond Naval cunfirc, remsined inteet snd cventually had to be taken
Ly the rround furces,

{¢) On O-Day support alreraft flew a totel of 325 serties and dropped & totsl
of 480 tons of bobs, On D flus 1 a totel of 17h sorties wers flown and

201 tons of tonbs vore dropped, Tho twoeday total arwunted to 499 sortles and
681 tons of bombs. Thuse fl-urcs includo both nuppert end Combet Adr Fatrol

missicns,

(d) The preatroop drops were well executed cnd aceording 4o rlzne ALl para—
troopers lamdcd cn the Island, tut a fow lende on the side of a cAAfI neer
tho water and wers unsblc to elimb upwards to thedr objective, Conscauently,
thoy woro foread o dosgond to the heash and wers evaourtod by iT bowts,

{¢) Firhtor dirceticn durine this cperaticn ssswed a loss imporbant funetion
than it Died in past cporations, This eonditden existed sg o rosult of the
miner cnay edr threet and “ue to the fact thav the mejerity of the conveys
radn the vun to and from the oifective area undey the cover of derkness,

(£) In rcnorsl, the support rendered by the Alr Fercos wae axcellent and it
is eonsldercd that the destrustion seesmplished by the copblaed effurte of

thi Mr and Navel forcos played s pajor pole in the gustuss of the speration.

The rosults cbtrined by the setion of those supporting forces undoubtedly
;;mmma & rroat amcunt of cppesiticn to the peratrocp and agsault pround
[ of 134 19

( -l '
Inglesure (D) At sUrTeRT 3‘%
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STECTAL COMMINTS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMVENDATIONS

Comments snd Recommendations

16, RADIO ZQUIDMENT

Comment,
Some Gelay in communicetion with the Shore Fire Centyel Farty thet landsd in the

asgeult was czused by the difficulty in meving the SCit 284 radic, with which
the 592nd JASCO was equipped, to the spotting steticn en top of MALINTA HILL.

Recommendation,
It ic rocamendod thet the SC3 2% Radic be replatod with cne thst is less bulky
and mors enaily handled.

U DEAATER DEMOLTTION TEALS

Comment,
Two floating obstructions et the sides of MARIVELBS HMBOR entrance and one

heavy buoy shout fifteen foet under wetar in the contor of the Harber Entrance,
hinderce the minssweoping opcretions, The flonting cbstructions which wore
known Lo be there were sunk by destroyer -unfire. The prosence of the sube
merged buoy was not known, The sweoping of the Harbor was not thoroughly some
ploted due primerily to this bucy. The leas of sweep gear on the submerzeod
ebstruction proventad thet sree frem bedny thoroughly ewept, The use cf en
underweter Derolition Term, workine in cosréination with the mingsweoplng opur-
ation, would probably have developed the pregonce of the sutmersed buoy, Tha
early removal of it and the sther buoys would hove boen desiratle,

Hecomendatinn
Tt 15 recomonded that an Uncorwater Dumclition Toam be made svailable if mine-
sweeping operstinng of any extont are invelved,

JALANEED FRACTICN To RTNBSILErTNG

Communt,

The Jepenose did not open up their batteries on D « 2, while rdhsgwenpdny and
bombardnint oporstions were beine conduetod y» tlthoush the mincewsopury wore
within range of thelr muns on many cecasfonss This would Indiente an irtenticn
Lo ke the leestion of thedr suns eoncoaled untdl the mdmeswosjors wore nee
turdly cutting & mine fleld which they considercd of Importancs, or a landing
wii actuelly bodnge mode,

EIZSTERITE

Copguunt

T the COUAGIDOR Cporation, 4t boemne dosirstle to eut oub pert of & large
mire fMeld southeast of the ieland bofore the whilo aren was sweit, in order
Lo provide o swort ares for the sunfire support skipe, In eondioting this
eweop, 76 minos were oub on the firat peosy The mine destruction vosseld were
wnsble to destroy them Imediatoly end tho curront Arifted most of theoe
mines over the unewept rast of the field, Cirounstances may not always por
mit & ehcles of whare the dndtiel oy of & flold will bo mefe, bub when they
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SECHRET COMVANDEH AMFHIBIOUS GROUP N
Flect Fost Offico ~ San Frencis

Enclosure (D) to Cormender Task Group 78,3 MARIVILES CORREGIDOR Action Roport

¢o rerait it, oxisting currents should be teken into account,The FPire Support Gr
Cormander hes conmented that on D-Day he was thankful for the small swept arca.
k. ween COIFEGIIOR and BATAAN which, limited as it was, permitted him to

pleco his ships in position to gover Northern CORREGID(R es far east as BAT-

TERY FOINY,

FLECTRICALLY CONTROLLED VINES

Comment:
Subsoquent tc swoopdns the mine £isld sros north of CORREGIDOR to 2 depth of

cishby foct, elose explusions cccurred ag surfacoe craft posscd through the
arca. It apposrs thit the Ticld was similer to the one later found in
GUIUARAS STRATT, whore »n clectrically contrelled Japanese mine ficld wae dis-
envered, TIn this field the presonce of a ship was comunicatad be a mine con~
trel stetion by a pasnetic loop which, through s photo electric cell and cther
devices, fired the mincs 1n a specific arce without any perscnnel roquired to

ke on watch,

JINCSVIREF ING SUTERVISTION

Conment
Fore mincs werce svont during this opersticn than in any previcus FHILIPPIE

voereticny from ficlds widely scparatod and cfton beiny swept similatanscusly
by ssparetc mimswo;ing wndts, The gentor rdnoswosping efficor was; in ad-
ditien to beins comending officer of n minseweoper setively ongaged, the
divisicn comendor of his tyre end the Task Unit Commander.

Rogommensebion
On o JRrge mincsmeandins cporation 16 1s recomen’ed that an oxperienced minew

swooriny officur bo eosizne’ vhese sdle duty will be to flan the Loreration and
supervise its exoouticn, without the restricticn lapose? by belny the gommari-
ine offleor of 2 unit enprrod in conducting = portien of the task,

DESTCY TR THCTICS

Corment,
xamohy,
T, of the costrovers ia the Suppert Opsup were nined st tho entrance to HARD.

VILES HinpOn. Sarll vessel's fire 214 mob sink the floating buoys and 4t was
nocessary to erpley destroyers Dor the destruction of Lhe bucys mocred ab
the ortrence. A 08 or otior gl vessel should hrve beon uged fer mine doe
struction dn the sweoring of the Harbor,

fiogmerendet Lo

TL 16 roommenced thet ropropristo tactieal instruetions covering the cperation
of dustroyers suporting mineeweepors be propared snd lssued, The avoldable
dancey freddent Lo elosing the sroopers unduly should be emphasiczed,

B gyt

[ s
ﬁm”.?a;zmm Grow eovered tha minemme;ine cpereticns, pre-Dulay borbardmonts
of BRTaAY and CORIOTIXE, strl sownter bettery fire in support of the landings

Enelesure (5) wbe  COMENTS AND RICOMENDATION 3%
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SICRET .comwmm AFHTBIOUS GROUT Nm..
Floet Fost Office - San Franciseo

maeloswre (D) to Commander Task Growr 78,3 VARIVELES-CCRREGIDCR Act jon Revort

The gunnery was of a hizh exliber an” the grouwp #ispleye’ apgressivencss and
~ectermination throughout the cperstion,

CLCSE FLE SULTCRT

Corront,

Destr oyers of the Escort Unit supporte rinesviceping operations and provided
elusomin and counter battery fire for the lantings = in suprort of the ad-
vinee of the rround trools afher the landing. These destroyers alse furnish-
6" pirht sunfire supyort end nisht {1luminetion, The Inshere Support Unit
rendere? cxcelient elose fire support, The clese fire support of the Escort
ant Tnshore Support units wes £ considerablc fector in sllowing the troops ¢
1nnd with fow casuritics,

ANUETTION BCEMITIE

Corment -

T =1, & heevy exentiture of rmminition was medo by the Support Group. The
Gommandar Support Group ostimated thot his ships mizht be- depleted with another
Aay of neave firdmy:, In ordsr to meet such o esntingency, the Heavy Crudser
Unit, slortad nt DINGRYSH, wos oxdered bo the objective arca, It elso bo-

ewe £dCitionslly Cesirrble to mcke the MARIVELES landing tho next day, as
scopduled, so the emvmnition expended in suppert ¢f the mimeeveeping operations
would alse surport tho landing,

SCREN

Corment '

of the protective screen agtatlishod to nrotect the beachhezd on D-Day, throe
Arkosts were lost ard one camared in the nisht attack by encmy GBicats at the
antrancs to MOTVELES HANGK, Thie mey have boen Cus inpart to their anchor-
ot acrtibion or be the lack of en alert vatch cn 21l ships. COne punbust, by
slort sction, sank five Qeionss bofore the sixth exploded slose sboard and
dormrnd hors

fegsmendoation

To 15 rocomcnied thet, vhere ahijping at s benchhend is required to remain
evarnisht, & raonforelns sereen of amell borts be used to supploment whatover
cthar sereens coloyads Tt &8 bolleved that the ssall bosts #ill be better
sle br Abtoct the spproseh of Q-Sonts end swharers than gunhoats or larger
ereft vy

fnsloars {3) COMBNTS AND RECOMBNDATIONS 37
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SECRET COMANDER AMPHISIOUS GROUF NIIE
Floot Peet (ffice — San Francisco
Enclosure (E) to Comander Task Group 78,3 MARTVETRS-CCRREGIDCR hetion Rerort

TERSCIMEL, TERFCRMANCE, CASUALTIRS

1, Cagueltics,. Cesualty rejoris es cbtained by individusl action regorts of all
Grears Unibs, are sumardzed as follews:

(=) U.5.5. ALDTCHER (DDELS) 6 killed; 5 weunded,

(b)) 1.5.5, RADFCRD (DDLLE) 3 killed; & woundeds

(c) U.E.6, Ld VALIETTT (ODL48) & killed; 23 weunded.

(c‘.g U,8.8, HOIAIIL (DD6SL) 7 killed; 11 wounded,

(¢} 1OI(R) 225 2 younded (minor)

(£) 181(R) 337 3 wounded (minor),

{« LCI(EI% 332 2 killed; 4 wounded (3 soriously).

(h) tCI(n) 31 3 wewnded (minor),

(1) v 48 3 missing; & wounded,

{ ,jg HINATSA (ATP-102) 5 killed; 3 missing; 8 wounded,

(k) L8 32 1 wounder (mincr - backfire of own run),

(1) 18% 52 3 wunded (minor « shrapnel from LSK 38},

(r) 151169 L killed; 1 missiny; 18 wounded (of these 3
officer).

(n)" 16T 929 2 killed; (1 sfficer and 1 ealisted nan),

(.r.;g 1e3(L) 27 2 killed; 20 rcunced (approximetely).

() ves(ny 7 Yot reportod.

(a) LSS(L% 24 Het rozorted.

(r) 1es(L) 49 Hot reportod,

Lersonnel lerforranco

2¢ The boot erews sod lanélne creft crows performed in n cocl and efficient manner
wiile undep onany firc on ths CCRREGINR Hesche The jerfermance of the Army
01 erwas was sxcollont.

4, The mimeswaeors wors under hosvy shore fire from CCRMEGIDCR on s aumber of
vecaslons, Thelr s;dendid perfermense of duty wgaln attests to the fortitude
of the simewspine persorncl.

Le The ewmeancing sfficer «f & cruirer comsmerbods "Tha coerdinstion botween the
governl sloments, landing fores, lneluding peratrocpers, bosbardmnt and fire
giroort foress, rdmavsciors and Arey ALy arpesrsd to be the best vhich has
Leei aetdoved Yo dutef, Frem the viowpolnt of the Tesk Uroup Comssnder, the
eosrdinetlon Lotyeon the Naval Cuafire and the bir wss excsllent,

5, The Sur,stt frouy, tssistald by hoevy eir strikes, quickly silenced the Japanese
vetrapdas on COINONIDGR on Dl day, in support of the wneimptag.mritﬁm md
o D-Dsy 4n support of the lending in MARIVELES, Thelr performance was agerassive
and detersined,

e )

6. Two dustroyars of the Surport Group, which tere hit by ‘gunfire, hndled their
battle gasusliies capsbly and continued participstien in the operstion. 3 ?

fnolosars (£) w Y o THISCHEL, (ERRCRLNE, CASWALTIES
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CCMIANDER MMTHIBICUS GRCUP NDE
Flest Fost Office - San Francisco

Inclosure (E) to Cormander Task Growp 78 MALIVELES-COREEGIDCR hetion Repo

N Destroyers o the Escert Unit and the Inshore Surpert Unit provided very af-

fective closs fire support for the lendings end in support of the advance of
! the ground troops. Their suppert was e consideretle facter in ellowing the
troepe 4o lend with fow casualties,

The porfermance of the Navel Gunfire Liaisen Cfficers sshore, in maintaining -
communicctions anc close ccerdination with tho destroyer gunfiro support unit,
wng oxecllent,

The persenncl of the Salvaze and Nescue Unit rendercd jrompt assistencs to
dpmaced shipse

The ioter Tornedo Bosts comluched a number of cffensive sweeps and reccnnaissanc
miggions in an excellent frshicn, The personnel were onthusiestic in exccuting
sgsionel tosks,

FERSCINEL , FEPCLMANCE, CASUALT INS
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| File No. FE25/ 21643 SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
Serial No. F’F*OOG? Fleot Post Office
. San Feantinco, California

JUL7 1945

S=3=G=R-E=T

FPIRST LNDORSEMENT to:

; 7843 BBCTre T,
gserial 00874 of 29
June 1945,

Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EICHT.

(Cemmander SEVINTH Amphibious Force)
Toz Commender-in~Chief, U.5, Fleet.
Yias Copmender SEVINTH Fle et,

Bubject: Action Revort - UARIVELES-CORREGIDOR Lendings,
15«16 February 1945,

1. Forwarded,

2. The leadership, planning and exscution of this
very important operation were sxcellent, The efficlency and
cooperation of all task units Involved were exemplary, The
personnel of all units exhibited noteworthy gualitles of
fortitude, aggressiveness, determination and alertness,

Copy Lot
ore 78,3 {ConPhivGre 9)

Printed on Dec 30, 2014
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® @ vy
UNITED STATES FLEET '
A16-3(2) (F-3~4/bo] '

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on: 19wt 1D
CTG 78.3 Seoret ltr.,

seriel 00874, of

29 June 1945.

From: comander Seventh Fleet.
T0 ¢ Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

gub jeot: Aotion Report - MARIVELES-CORREGIDOR Landings
15-16 February 1945, .

1. Forvarded.

2. gommandier Task Group. 78.3 and the orficers and
men under his commend sre congratulated on the skillful and
gfrisient execution of this missgion.

By copy of this endorsement, Commander Seventh

3.
Amphibious Force is dirscted to insure that the ocomment con-
tained in paragreph 2 of this endorsement is made & part of
the revord of Commander Task group 78.3 (Commander Amphibious

group 9.

PR

copy to: '
P om7thEhibTor T. C. KINKAID
ComPhiborp 9 &

i‘
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