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A/2/503’s RTO extraordinaire Don Horger in the “D” Zone jungle, circa ’66. So, you wanna be a paratrooper?
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We Dedicate this Issue of Our Newsletter in Memory of the Men of the 173d Airborne
Brigade We Lost 50 Years Ago in the Months of September & October 1966

“If they are remembered, they are not gone truly,
they simply changed duty assignments

and are amongst our best.”

Tommy Traxler, Jr.

A/1/503,9/6/99
“Tommy is buried at Crystal
Springs Cemetery, Crystal Springs,
MS.”

Alexander Lorenzo Barney, 173d Abn, 9/10/66
“Alexander is buried at Long Island National
Cemetery in New York.”

Joseph Lloyd Miller

B/4/503,9/15/66

(Virtual Wall states C/4/503)
“This (photo) is in the remem-
brance of my father Joseph Lloyd
Miller. | Love You Dad, your
Daughter.” Judith Patricia Miller

Edward Garry Rankin

A/4/503,9/16/66
“Originally from Texas, he became
a high school chum when he
moved to Augusta County,
Virginia. He went to Wilson
Memorial High School. His high school classmates
miss him, and he is remembered at every five year
reunion, along with those others that have passed
away.”

John
WMHS Class of '65 Reunion Committee

Wayne Allen Blanck, AATTV (RAINF), 9/20/66

“I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course,

I have kept the faith.”
~ Unknown

~ Unknown

Louis R. Randall

C/3/319,9/24/66
(Virtual Wall states date-of-death 9/25/66)
“Louis was my first love and we
were to be married when he
returned home. He was fun
loving and took care of the world in more ways than |
can tell. Even after 35yrs | still dream of him. | know
he is in heaven and will meet me one day. He was
too young to go but he always did what was required
of him. He was a very passionate young man and he
loved the army, it suited him. He volunteered when
he was 16yrs old and loved every minute of it. He
was about 5'11 and broad shoulders and the deepest
brown eyes that could look into your very soul.
When he left he took a big part of me with him. | will
NEVER NEVER forget him. As long as | live his
memory will live. ALMOST.” Donna Randall

Thomas Lee Westpoint, E/17th Cav, 9/30/66
(Virtual Wall states B/2/503)

“Thomas is buried at Beaufort National Cemetery,
Beaufort, SC.”

Elmer Eugene Cotney

E/17th Cav, 9/30/66
“I miss you every day! You were
only 20 years old when you were
killed ........ | was 15 years old and
trying to understand my brother
was never going to come home again .... | love you
and will see you again in heaven! You are my
Hero.” Unsigned

(continued....)
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Lanham Odell Broyles
HHC/2/503,9/30/66
“My dad’s name is Chuck Joslin.
He has told me stories of his best
friend but won't go into much
detail. Odell was his best friend and | don’t believe
he ever has gotten over losing him.” Chris Joslin

William Leroy Stubbe

A/2/503,10/1/66
“William is buried at Central City
Cemetery, Central City, Merrick
County, NE.”

Michael James DeMarsico
A/2/503,10/1/66
“Michael is buried at Mt. Calvary
Cemetery, Greenburgh, NY.”

Graham F. Warburton, 5RAR, 10/1/66

Terry Eugene Hemmitt, A/3/319, 10/2/66
“Terry is buried at Ft. Leavenworth National
Cemetery.”

George Allen Waldron, €/1/503, 10/3/66
“George was my favorite cousin. He was kind and
loving to his little cousin. I'll never forget his warm
smile and eyes that twinkled. He was the very best
cousin. I'll always miss him.” Leslie Gammel Gaard

Randal Clyde Engram

C/1/503, 10/3/66
“Randy started Inf OCS in Nov
1964 as Abn & Ranger qualified.
Randy and | were good friends in
2nd Platoon. He often spoke of
family and how he looked up to
his father. After graduation, Randy
went to the Airborne School. | was assigned to join
the 82nd Abn Div in combat in the Dominican
Republic. On my first jump, Randy made sure he was
with me. He sat across from me and teased me.
Years later, | realized he was watching out for me,
smiling as he jumped first. In 1968, a 173rd NCO who
knew him told me Randy's unit in the 173rd Abn Bde
had been overrun. Certainly not easily.”

Ronald Bunch

John Henry Jones
A/2/503,10/4/66
“Miss you very much, love you,
your sister Sarah.”
Sarah Jones Green

Josh Palm, Jr.
C/1/503, 10/5/66
(Virtual Wall states C/2/503)
“Thank you PFC Palm for your
courage in dangerous times, in a
far and dangerous place.”
A Grateful Vietnam Vet

John Green Dickerson, lll

C/1/503, 10/5/66

(Virtual Wall states C/2/503)
“John is buried at Evergreen
Memorial Park, Hobart, IN.”

David Wesley Branch
E/17th Cav, 10/7/66
“In loving memory, thanks, and
gratitude for your ultimate
sacrifice. Your daughter, Salina
C. Hamilton.” Mae Frances Davis

~ Freedom ~

Those who take freedom
for granted,
would be dependent
on those brave souls,
who are willing to pay
the price for it.

And the price of freedom,
will be paid at times
unexpected,
by heroes,
who didn’t know they
were.

(continued....)
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Willie Junius Roundtree
A/2/503,10/7/66

“Personal Thanks: Willy Junius
Roundtree. ‘Willy’ to his friends and
other soldiers, ‘Roundtree’ to his
Sergeants and the officers of the
mortar platoon Company “A” 2nd
Battalion, 173rd Brigade (Airborne)
Infantry stationed at Bien Hoa, Republic
of South Viet Nam in 1966. A tall, charming friendly
fellow, a boy really, 19 years of age whose always sweat
glistening skin in that tropical climate was only out
shown by the brilliance of his ever present smile. He
was THE forward observer, that fellow who goes out
day and night on small group patrols, well in advance of
the company troops, and directs mortar and artillery
fire, and the occasional air strike, to keep his colleagues
and the whole infantry company safe from enemy
attack. A more dangerous job than most, as it is always
far out front, with a different group each time and often
a great distance from quick help. For almost a year he
did this dangerous job superbly. On the day that he
died, he was preparing to go home in two weeks or so
to Fayetteville, North Carolina, his tour in Viet Nam
complete. He had been training his replacement and
normally they made an odd pair; the tall lanky Black
Willy from North Carolina followed by the shorter White
stocky kid from New York . The ‘new guy’ always
carrying the heavy PRC-25 radio that was the Forward
Observer’s link to the mortar and cannon crews and
their deadly long range fire power. These two were
friends and laughed, shared meals and talk of home,
girls and the future in their long and difficult treks
through the Asian countryside, rice paddies and
mountains. Until that day and for over the prior three
weeks, Willy had been the teacher, called out the
commands (‘Fire Mission’, ‘Marking Round’, ‘Add’,
‘Drop’, ‘Traverse right/left, ‘HE’( High Explosive) and the
understudy had relayed them to the gunners through
the radio for action. But not today. Today the roles
were reversed with the understudy carrying the
carefully marked maps and Willy carrying the radio
ready to relay the commands when the time came for
his now trained replacement. It was a company
movement that afternoon, in single file through thick
jungle and these two men held their places with the
others following their point men toward the daily
objective. There was no battle, just a single shot from a
sniper hidden in the dense jungle who was never found.
And the tall amiable black soldier, probably targeted
because he was carrying that radio, crumbled to the
ground, shot through both lungs so that he drowned in

his own blood and in minutes was dead. The medics did
their best but the damage was too great and Willy
Roundtree died being held by his now graduated
replacement. The helicopter carried him to some far
away army mortuary a few minutes later. So near and
yet so very very far from that imminent anticipated trip
back home. | know all of this because | was that
replacement and the memory of that day, and those
few minutes have haunted me for almost fifty years.
Had we walked that trail two days prior | would have
been carrying that radio and the likelihood would have
been my death instead of Willy’s. Such is the role of
chance and fate in the tapestry of life and death.
Over the years since then | have visited the ‘Wall’ many
times (Section 11E Line 58) and quietly thanked Willy
for his sacrifice many many times in many places
around the world. My two daughters who have also left
flowers at that wall for him, and taken a rubbing of his
name from that wall, are keenly aware that their very
existence is a result of his sacrifice so very long ago.
One of them told me of this site (Wall of Faces) just
recently and hence this long overdue contribution to his
memory. A brave man, a good son, a good soldier and a
good friend. Gone a long time now but never....ever....
forgotten. Willy, from the center of my heart, thank
you for your service and your sacrifice.”
John Timothy Kelly
Livingston, Tennessee

Frank Michael Sokolowski
173d Eng., 10/7/66 :
“An elementary school in ‘7
Chelsea, MA was named in honor t
of my brother Frank. My family .
loves to fish and this 4% pound
brown trout was caught by '
Frank at Cliff Pond in Brewster i :

(Cape Cod), MA. !
Diane Sokolowski Gulley h

Iy el 1 Sobalomdaedinny

(continued....)
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John Francis Dalola, Il
173d Eng., 10/7/66 T
“Pfc. John F. Dalola 3d, son of Mr. "’;- ‘&

and Mrs. John Dalola, of 649 i y ~
Neshaminy St., Penndel. The ;&2.
parents of Pfc. Dalola received a . igf '
letter from their son the same day  f 4
he was reported killed while his 173d
Airborne Division was engaged in cleaning out a mine
field. Dalola was 19, October 1. He was sent to
Vietnam three months ago. A graduate of

Neshaminy High School in Penndel, he is survived by
his parents.” Jim Mcllhenney

'»
:

)

David Harold Freeman
HHC 173d Flt. PIt., 10/12/66
“Found a picture from my

brothers pictures while he served
with the 173rd Airborne in 66-67.
| wanted to share this with his
family, friends and comrades.”
Joe Plunkard

Douglas Lee Jones
HHC 173d Flt. Plt., 10/12/66
“Douglas is buried at Evergreen
Cemetery, Erwin, Unicol County,
TN,”

-
Crash Information on U.S. Army helicopter
OH-13S tail number 64-15416
Posted on 10/7/12 - by W. Killian

“Crew members included pilot 1LT Douglas L. Jones
(KIA) and SGT David H. Freeman (KIA). There are
two accounts of crash:

First account - Aircraft was returning from
operation area when it struck high tension power
lines. Aircraft struck nose down. Fire consumed
the aircraft after impact with total loss. Wires were
approximately 50 feet above ground.

Second account - SP5 Larry Snedden and |, SP4
Alex Horvath had the sad job of transporting said
aircraft back to Bien Hoa soon after the crash. It
was one of our aircraft. THE major cause of the
accident was that the aircraft was flying directly
into the sunset, flying west unable to see the power
lines. The sad part is that this accident could have
been prevented by flying just a few feet higher. The
power lines were common knowledge to all aircrews
in the area.”

Submitted by Alex Horvath, The Wall of Faces

“We have spent thirty plus years trying to forget
what Vietnam had done to us, but it is very difficult
when you return there each night. It is very difficult
to forget when the memories are still clear and vivid
in one's own mind and try to deal with the pain
alone. It has taken thirty years, but the Casper
Platoon over the past two years has learned that we
need to be together as a family and share the pain
with others who understand what we hold inside.
The healing, we have learned, comes from being
together, remembering together, celebrating
together and mourning together. Our brothers who
died in combat are missed as any family member
would be, and at each reunion those of you that
were lost to us are remembered in a ceremony
dedicated to the memories we all share. You were
our brother, you are our brother, and our family is
incomplete without you, but your memory lives on
within us forever. You are greatly missed at each
reunion, but we do feel your spirit among us. God
bless America, God bless the Vietham Combat
Veteran. “

Casper Aviation Platoon Organization
8/13/03

James Edwards Gardner, HHC 173d Bde., 10/13/66

“Army First LT. James E. Gardner, 25, of Texas
Township, was killed Thursday in Viet Nam when the
vehicle he was riding in struck a land mine, the Army
reported today.

Gardner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester F. Gardner,
5181 Texas Drive, was a graduate of Portage Central
High School and Western Michigan University.

Gardner was attached to Company B which is part
of the 173rd Airborne Brigade. He had been in Viet
Nam since February 25 and was scheduled to leave
the country early next year.

A 1959 Graduate of Portage Central High School,
Gardner earned his bachelor's degree from Western
Michigan University in 1963. He received his
master's from WMU in 1965.

Gardner was commissioned through the Army
Reserved Officer Training Corps program at WMU.
He had volunteered to go to Viet Nam after
spending seven months in Korea, his parents said.

Surviving in addition to his parents is a brother,

Daniel, at home. Funeral arrangements will be
announced later by the Truesdale South Chapel.”
THE KALAMAZOO COUNTY VIETNAM WALL

(continued....)
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Emery George Mikula
HHC 173d Bde., 10/13/66
“Why did you have to go? You

are not forgotten because you are
our hero forever. | hope you are
happy and proud to be a hero. |
hope you are looking down on your
family. Sincerely your friend,” Terry Alas

Norman James Womal, 5RAR, 10/17/66
Gordon Henry D’Antoine, 5RAR, 10/18/66

Emery M. (Doc) Mcllvain, lli -

HHC/1/503, 10/18/66

“Acting Sgt. Edward Morton
Mcllvain Jr., 21, of 301 Cherry
Lane, Wynnewood, was killed in
action in Vietnam on Tuesday. Sgt. Mcllvain, who
was with the 173d Airborne Division, was on patrol in
a jeep when it was struck by enemy fire. His mother,
Mrs. George M. Cheston, was notified of his death on
Thursday. Sgt. Mcllvain attended Episcopal
Academy, and was a graduate of Darrow School. He
enlisted in the Army in October, 1964, and
volunteered for the Special Forces 18 months ago.
He had been in Vietnam since March. Besides his
mother and stepfather, he is survived by two
brothers, John M., of Villanova; Lt. David D., serving
with the U.S. Army; a stepbrother, Miguel de
Braganca, and a stepsister, SydneyCheston.”
Jim Mcllhenney

Leonard Wesley Burns, HHC/1/503, 10/18/66
(Virtual Wall states B/173d Spt. Bn.)

“Offering our gratitude and respect to a fallen Sky
Soldier from fellow paratroopers of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade Association. May he rest in peace
and dignity.”

173rd ABN Assoc.

Robert Smith, Sr., A/3/319, 10/21/66
“Robert is buried at Raleigh National Cemetery.”

George Belanger
C/4/503, 10/24/66
“On this your angel day | humbly
give thanks for your service and
sacrifice and with honor | leave you
this poem...”
60’s Girl

A butterfly lights beside us like a sunbeam
And for a brief moment its glory
and beauty belong to our world.
But then it flies again
And though we wish it could have stayed...
We feel lucky to have seen it.
Author Unknown

Thomas Respress
B/4/503, 10/29/66
“A lot has changed since my last

visit on 09-24-2001. My 5 children
are all now grown and independent. et
As of now Connie and | are married 43 years, | have
10 grandchildren so far, and still think of you often.
My 3rd son, 4th child, Tim is active duty Army, Iraqi
War veteran 2005 tour, a Captain now, and is
stationed outside of Washington DC. So for the first
time in my life | traveled there and was finally able to
kneel at the actual Vietnam Memorial Wall and pray
for you. Of all of the sights in Washington, the Wall
and Arlington Cemetery touched me most. Once,
before | was able to travel to Washington, | had the
honor and privilege of being a guide for visitors to
the traveling Wall that Heals when it came to the
town | live in now. | purposely stationed myself near
your panel so | could visit you often. | was never so
profoundly touched as by the experience of those
few days, talking with many veterans and watching
their emotions and how they reacted. | am retiring
this year, and | know it won’t be that many more
years before | will see you again. Thank you for being
a part of my life Tommy. | want you to know you
were an inspiration to me. | could never have been
as courageous a soldier as you. | also want you to
know my last son's name is Tommy. | think you know
why. God bless you.” Robert F. Tomes

In war the heroes always
outnumber the soldiers

ten to one.
H. L. Mencken

(continued....)
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“ Nathaniel Brown
* A/2/503,10/31/66
¥ “Nathaniel is buried at York

Memorial Park in Charlotte, NC.” August 4, 2016

|
>, No. 16-23
A ME“\O Mokie Porter

VA Suicide Report 2014:

Note: We don’t know if Nat’s Bronze Star
was with “V”, but we assume it was....
after all, he was Alpha 2/503.

Eleftherios Pantel Pappas, B/4/503, 10/31/66 65 Percent of Veterans over Age 50
“You know how they say that you will never forget
your first, of anything. Well Sp/4 Pappas was the (Washington, DC) On August 3, the VA released
first soldier of our unit to give his life. | can Suicide Among Veterans and Other Americans 2001-2014,
remember that day like it was yesterday. | will never a comprehensive analysis of veteran suicide rates in the
ever forget you, my comrade, my fellow paratrooper, United States in which VA examined more than 55 million

veterans’ records from 1979 to 2014.

“While the number of suicides among all veterans is
significant, what may not be known is that approximately
65 percent of all veterans who died from suicide in 2014
were 50 years of age or older,” said John Rowan, National
President of Vietnam Veterans of America. “Why is it that
so many veterans, basically, take their lives by suicide?
Last year, the Clay Hunt SAV Act, Public Law 114-2, was
enacted to address the high suicide rate amongst the
newer veterans but did not specifically address the older
veterans. We call on the VA to increase its outreach and
education efforts immediately so that the families of all
veterans, especially our older veterans, are aware of this
risk.”

The VA must overcome all barriers to find the key if
indeed there is one to preventing suicide in as many
instances as possible among our veterans. All Americans
must also realize that there is a very serious problem with
veteran suicides and act upon it with a coordinated effort
in our communities with our fellow veterans, both young
and old; our families; our friends; and with researchers
and the agencies of government. As we have repeatedly
stated, one veteran suicide is too many. And let’s not fool
ourselves with easy answers.”

Since 2001, the rate of suicide among U.S. veterans who
use VA services has increased by 8.8 percent, while the
rate of suicide among veterans who do not use VA services
increased by 38.6 percent. In the same time period, the
rate of suicide among male veterans who use VA services
increased 11 percent, while the rate of suicide increased
35 percent among male veterans who do not use VA
services. In the same time period, the rate of suicide
among female veterans who use VA services increased 4.6
percent, while the rate of suicide increased 98 percent
among female veterans who do not use VA services. A link
to the report may be found at: www.mentalhealth.va.gov/
docs/2016suicidedatareport.pdf

but most of all my friend. God Bless You, and rest
easy. Asyou are truly my hero. “
1SG. Joseph J. Oliverio. (retired)

For if we, their fellow veterans and
their familieS dOl’l,t remember them Source: ccvvachapter982@gmail.com
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A Tribute to Vietnam Veterans
Featuring the Voice of
Mr. Sam Elliott

ine million Americans served during the period

of the Vietham War, they represented ten

percent of their generation, six million of them
were volunteers. They were the oldest and best
educated force America ever sent into harm’s way.
Ninety-seven percent would be honorably discharged.
And today, the vast majority of them testify with their
actions and their words that they are proud of their
service and would serve again if called.

November 14th, 1965, 10:48 a.m., elements of the
7th Cavalry touched down at Landing Zone X-Ray,
within 30 minutes the battle of the la Drang began, the
first major battle fought by the American army in
Vietnam. Over three harrowing days vastly
outnumbered American forces would hold out and
ultimately repel enemy forces. American forces would
never lose a major engagement during the ensuing
eight years of combat operations.

“Battle of la Drang, Vietnam War.” (web photo)

Known as The Wall, the Vietham Memorial stands in
honor of those who served in the Vietham War. The
names of the men and women who gave their lives are
inscribed in the order they were taken from us. 58,286
names.

The youngest was Marine Private First Class Dan Bullock
at 15 years of age, and the oldest was Navy Petty
Officer 1st Class Kenna Taylor at 62.

Dan Bullock Kenna Taylor

There are three sets of fathers and sons, one set of
step-brothers, thirty-nine pairs of brothers, eight
women, sixteen clergy, and 155 Medal of Honor
recipients, and let us not forget
there are still more than 1600
missing and unaccounted for
personnel.

The French were in Vietnam
before the Americans and lost
more than 70,000 lives, more than
400,000 allied troops served with
the American forces. Joining those Fr. Charles Watters
allies with the United States were
the Republic of Korea, Thailand, the Republic of the
Philippines, Australia and New Zealand. These allies
suffered more than 5,000 lives lost during the course of
the war.

American combat forces left Vietnam in 1973, two
years later Saigon fell. Over those last two years
without American and allied combat forces in the region
casualties in Southeast Asia would double what they
had been during the 10 years prior.

The fall of Saigon. (web photo)

(continued....)

a 2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter [ Sept.-Oct. 2016 - Issue 69

Page 8 of 100



To our Vietnam Veterans who answered the nation’s
call to serve, we thank you. Your greatness is etched in
history from the battlefields of Southeast Asia to the
neighborhoods of hometown America where you
continue to bring blessings and inspiration to your
families and your country today.

To the families of our Vietnam Veterans, we thank
you for the greatness of your support, sacrifice,
vigilance and compassion.

And to our allies who stood by us 50 years ago, we
thank you.

The greatness that was earned by this generation
never left you, and it never will.

www.viethamwar50th.com

Thank You

A grateful nation thanks and honors our
Vietnam Veterans and their loved ones

www.viethamwar50th.com
Produced in partnership with the
Virginia International Tattoo
Producer/Director: J. Scott Jackson
Producer/Editor: Jay Sanchez
Narrator: Sam Elliott

To view the entire video visit:
www.youtube.com/embed/aVeBtnfAxP8

[Sent in by MG Jack Leide, (Ret), CO C/2/503]

Most photos shown are different than those which appear in
the video. Ed

One of our 2/503 Chargin’ Charlies sent in this snapshot
taken of him when he was in beautiful Southeast Asia a
few years ago. Anyone recognize the Sky Soldier?

Alpha Company troopers at Camp Zinn, circa ‘65/’66.
(Photo by Freddie Parks, A/2/503)
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~ Thanks to a Buddy ~

My name is John Esquivel, | met George (Sutherland)
when | arrived in country at Cam Ranh Bay in March of
1971. We hit it off pretty good on the bus ride from the
airplane to the transit barracks. He kidded me a lot
about being a 'cherry', and asked if he could escort my
body back to the states because it would give him extra
time at home to party. But he gave me some helpful
tips to stay alive and what was expected of me, to
which | will always be grateful for. He also gave me his
unit address and said to drop him a line to see how |
was doing. Well, while at the transit station at Cam
Ranh there was this form that asked if you had a
relative in country and wanted to be stationed near
them so | answered yes and used Sgt. Sutherland's APO
address -- the stories he told about the Herd were
almost too unbelievable to be true and | just had to be
part of that unit, so | stretched the truth a bit and said
that he was my step brother. Well, | got assigned to the
Herd and they sent me to LZ Uplift to see George. | told
him what | did and he said that if | wanted to be there
that bad he would play along and say we were brothers
(in arms). My MOS was aviation so they sent me to LZ
English where | was assigned to Casper as a door
gunner. | have to say that time | was privileged to serve
with the 173d was the best time of my life in the Army.
| will never forget the camaraderie and friendship | had
there and that ‘can do’ spirit that | have never
experienced before or since. | know Sgt. Sutherland
was assigned to the 2nd Batt, and was a LLRP from
Ontario, CA. If you know of his whereabouts tell him
thanks for that act of kindness for not letting the cat out
of the bag. Sincerely,

John Esquivel
Caspers

Thank you for sending this wonderful email from
John. I sent him an email. | hope to hear from him
soon.

George Sutherland
E/1/503,C/2/503

~ Damn Leg Civilians ~
The other night | was sitting on the veranda outside
the Cocoa Beach VFW with an Air Force buddy and the
widow of a mutual friend, enjoying our cocktails and
conversation. It was Friday, steak night there, and the
Post was open to non-members and civilians during the
dinner hours. Two young civilian couples arrived and

;f INCOMING!

sat at the table immediately behind my chair. My AF
friend rose, took his plate of steak tidbits appetizers to
the new arrivals and offered to share them. One young
civilian stud rudely shied him off, and as my friend and
his unshared tidbits returned to our table | heard the
stud say, “I was ready to punch him in the face.”
Without turning around, | stated to the young man
behind me and loud enough for his table to hear, “Yeah.
You punch him in the face, then you gotta punch me in
the face, and all those guys inside you have to punch in
the face too.” “I was kidding!” the stud cried. “I knew
we shouldn’t have come here,” whispered his lady. No
shit. Damn Leg civilians. ©

Lew “Smitty” Smith

HHC/2/503

~ From a Bravo Bull CO ~

Thank you for including me in your latest newsletter.
It was a genuine honor for me to be featured in such a
thoughtful way (Issue 68, Page 24 and cover photo.
Ed). | am certain there are many others who deserved
such recognition far more than | do.

| hope that maybe a few of those wonderful young
guys | was privileged to serve with and command might
recognize and remember me. If you should hear from
any of them, I'd appreciate it if you might let me know.

Thanks again and | hope you are continuing to do
well. All the best, Les.

Les Brownlee, Col. (Ret)
CO B/2/503
Former Acting Secretary of the Army

L-R: Bravo Company’s 1LT Les Brownlee and Capt. Fred
Henchell near Pleiku, August 1965.
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The Fallen 9000

“A large percentage of our country doesn't know of
or care about Normandy. My guess is it has been
removed from the text in History Books.

A few weekends ago, British artist Jamie,
accompanied by numerous volunteers, took to the
beaches of Normandy with rakes and stencils in hand to
etch 9,000 silhouettes representing fallen people into
the sand. Titled The Fallen 9000, the piece is meant as a
stark visual reminder of those who died during the
D-Day beach landings at Arromanches on June 6th,
1944 during WWII. The original team consisted of 60
volunteers, but as word spread nearly 500 additional
local residents arrived to help with the temporary
installation that lasted only a few hours before being
washed away by the tide.

9,000 Fallen Soldiers etched into the sand
on Normandy Beach to commemorate Peace Day.
What is surprising is that | saw nothing about this here
in the US.

An overseas friend sent it with a note of gratitude for

what the US started there.”
Source unknown

ent in by Steve Goodman, B
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From A/1/503 Sky Soldier About Chuck Dean
Pete Arnold’s Wife Recipient of the Hirsch Foundation

. ''2008 Erasing the Stigma Leadership Award"
To Frank Martinez, A/1/503 N9 9 P AW
In early 1987, Chuck Dean, a

veteran of the Vietham War,
became the Executive Director
of Point Man International, a
veterans-for-veterans support
organization.

As a writer and counselor he
has worked with thousands of
soldiers and veterans not only
in the United States, but several
foreign countries-including All American-Sky Soldier
Russia, Italy, and France. His Chuck Dean
mission has always been to see
other veterans find positive solutions to the many
issues facing them upon returning from combat.

In the spring of 2004, Chuck was invited by the U.S.
Army to assist the paratroopers of the 173d Airborne
Brigade in their re-adjustment after combat in Iraq. He
has worked extensively in the publishing industry, and is
the author of several books on recovery issues, such as
the best-selling "Nam Vet: Making Peace with Your
Past" which portrays a profound understanding of the
issues that warriors face upon their return from a war
zone. He has over 20 books available on Amazon.com
and Kindle:

Frank,

| was overcome with emotion when | was presented
with the framed poster | requested (but was told was
not available, Mmmm?) of the American Flag with
eagle. | was honored to receive not one but two framed
copies during the ceremony at the Alamo Silver Wings
Airborne Association Command Post. | wanted to share
a photo with you of our daughter, Alexandra, with her
copy of the artwork.

Our children were raised with the knowledge that
freedom is indeed not free. Thank you for your service.

With much respect,

Tracy Arnold

Chuck Dean's Books

Chuck spent six years serving in
The U.S. Army as a paratrooper in
the 82nd Airborne Division, and the
173d Airborne Brigade in Vietnam
and Okinawa. He was one of the
first 300 regular Army troops to be
deployed to S.E. Asia in 1965. Upon
his return from the combat zone he
spent two years as a 6th Army Drill
Instructor at Ft. Ord, CA. Presently
he continues to write and work for veterans and
military personnel, and resides in Las Vegas, NV.

Chuck Dean

Note: We have not read all of Chuck’s books listed on
the website below, but in our opinion his Nam Vet —
Making Peace with Your Past is a must read for all
Vietnam veterans battling with PTSD, as well as their
spouses and family members. Ed

For a complete list of and details about Chuck’s books, visit:

www.amazon.com/Chuck-Dean/e/B001JOZBY6
Alexandra, named after Alexander Rodarte, A/1/503, KIA, / /el

holding poster honoring her father and his friend.
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An absurd quote....

""The Oriental doesn't put the same high price on life as does a Westerner.
Life is plentiful. Life is cheap in the Orient." W.C. Westmoreland

An iconic photo from the Vietnam War....

“ -

Photo by the late German photojournalist Horst Faas of a young mother weeping over her child killed during the war.

Hearts and Minds

is a 1974 American documentary film about the
Vietnam War directed by Peter Davis. The film's title is
based on a quote from President Lyndon B. Johnson:
“The ultimate victory will depend on the hearts and
minds of the people who actually live out there". The
movie was chosen as Academy Award for Best
Documentary Feature at the 47th Academy Awards
presented in 1975.

The film premiered at the 1974 Cannes Film Festival.
Commercial distribution was delayed in the United
States due to legal issues, including a temporary
restraining order obtained by one of the interviewees,
former National Security Advisor Walt Rostow who had
claimed through his attorney that the film was
"somewhat misleading" and "not representative" and
that he had not been given the opportunity to approve
the results of his interview. Columbia Pictures refused
to distribute the picture, which forced the producers to
purchase back the rights and release it by other means.

A scene described as one of the film's "most shocking
and controversial sequences" shows the funeral of an

ARVN soldier and his grieving family, as a sobbing
woman is restrained from climbing into the grave after
the coffin. The funeral scene is juxtaposed with an
interview with General William Westmoreland —
commander of American military operations in the
Vietnam War at its peak from 1964 to 1968 and United
States Army Chief of Staff from 1968 to 1972 — telling a
stunned Davis that, "The Oriental doesn't put the same
high price on life as does a Westerner. Life is plentiful.
Life is cheap in the Orient."

After an initial take, Westmoreland indicated that he
had expressed himself inaccurately. After a second take
ran out of film, the section was reshot for a third time,
and it was the third take that was included in the film.

Davis later reflected on this interview stating, "As
horrified as | was when General Westmoreland said,
'The Oriental doesn’t put the same value on life," instead
of arguing with him, | just wanted to draw him out... |
wanted the subjects to be the focus, not me as
filmmaker."

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearts_and_Minds_(film)
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Prisk’s Hill People

1st Platoon, Charlie Company, 2nd/503rd...in hospitality room during 173d Airborne reunion near Fort Benning, GA in June 2016.
Left to right: Harold "Ranger" Riggs, Jim "Ski" Bednarski, Ken Bagley, Tommy "Drips" Thompson, Gary "Lima Six" Prisk,

and Bob "Boston" Mathews.

“They were an odd assortment, boys really—twelve
month men really. Their pictures were familiar—the
cocked hats and the melancholy grins. They enjoyed
talking about girls and home, rumors and cars, the
little things mostly.

They enjoyed a good joke most of all. Caughtina
time of chattel sacrifice, the regret that anchored their
black humor was the baseline for their survival.
Slogging through the mud, in and out of the vines,
fighting a war that was mindless, and discomposed...”
they were the Hill People.

From Digger Dogface Brownjob Grunt
A Novel by Gary Prisk (CO C/2/503)

P Wi
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Steve & Marcia on The Rock:
Corregidor Journal
Monday, January 17, 2011

503rd PRCT Paratrooper Dick Adams Returns
By: Steve and Marcia Kwiecinski

L-R: Alyson with parents Nancy & Dick with friend
Marcia Kwiecinski seated behind the two ladies.

e love to welcome returning friends, and to

make new ones, on our adopted home of

Corregidor. Of course, it is especially
exciting to us when we encounter people who come
from Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan, where we
grew up and spent most of our lives. But our greatest
thrill, one that is happening less and less frequently, is
to host a returning Bataan or Corregidor war veteran.

To our knowledge, the last American defenders were

Chuck Towne and Everett Reamer. They were serving
here on Corregidor in 1942, and subsequently had to
survive over three years in Japanese prison camps.
Chuck and Everett, along with Bataan Death March
survivors Malcolm Amos and Richard Francies, were
here as part of a contingent that came for the 2006
inauguration of the Hellships Memorial in Subic Bay.
Chuck, a corpsman (only females were called nurses),
passed away less than a week after returning to his
home in Washington State. Everett, who manned a
machine gun at Battery Cheney, is still with us, but
dealing with health issues that prohibit extensive travel.
We often wonder if we will ever see another American
defender back on The Rock.

Dick saluting men of the 503rd PRCT fallen on Corregidor.

But there is another group of veterans, those who
were part of the liberation of Corregidor in February
and March of 1945. They did not suffer the years of
starvation, disease, and brutality in the prison camps,
and on average were a few years younger than the
defenders. To our great delight, Richard (Dick) Adams
of the 503rd Parachute Regimental Combat Team, part
of the fabled “Rock Force,” returned last week with his
wife and one of their daughters. We had been
anticipating their visit since having lunch with Dick and
Nancy last summer in Michigan. Alyson had come for a
day-trip early last year, and was excited to accompany
them on this trip. Her sister, Kim, was unable to join
them.

The Adams family reading through the names of the fallen
of the 503rd PRCT.

Marcia spotted the trio on the upper deck of the
ferry as it pulled into the north harbor. Each tried to
see as much of Corregidor as possible while the boat
turned around and pulled alongside the dock....

(continued....)
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..We greeted them as they walked down the ramp, and
introduced them to island and hotel managers while
security men provided a low-key honor guard. Multiple
photos were snapped. Dick’s initial reaction was,
“Things sure look different now!”

They climbed aboard the tranvia, accompanied by
other visitors, a small film crew, a few fellow Corregidor
lovers who had come to meet and assist a returning
veteran, Marcia, and Steve as guide.

Dick, a somewhat reticent gentleman, wanted to
minimize the “hoopla” while here. There was a very
simple but moving ceremony at the 503rd PRCT marker
at Topside, attended by some of the other tourists as
well as our group, with solemn raising of Philippine and
American flags followed by presentation of a floral
arrangement. Dick seemed a little surprised by the
number of tourists who approached to shake his hand
and request photos with him

Dick displays a photo of a group of 503rd PRCT men
together with General MacArthur in his jeep on Corregidor.
Dick is one of the troopers in the group.

His main goal was trying to find the areas he
remembers from his time on the island in 1945: the golf
course landing zone; the hillside cliff where the wind
brought him down; the building which held the aid-
station where he brought injured fellow paratroopers;
the officers’ quarters building near which he lost — and
later found — his Miraculous Medal; the huge water
tanks between which he spent two nights as perimeter
guard, sleeping in shifts with a buddy; and the area on
Malinta Hill’s north side where he and five other men
bivouacked for ten days and nights.

Having been told that Dick was coming, two of the
premier Corregidor explorers, Karl Welteke and John
Moffitt, were able to join us as we tried to locate the
spots that Dick particularly wished to find. We started
by climbing the lighthouse, from which Dick hoped to
spot the golf course area near his landing site. As we
had warned him, trees block any possible view, but it
did help him to orient himself to the Topside area.

The Adams family with Corregidor explorers.
On left is Karl Welteke, (2 tours in Vietnam,
USN Diver, resident of Barrio Baretto).

Next we went to the easiest place of all to locate, the
water towers which are just yards from the foot of the
lighthouse. Dick was satisfied that he’d found the
sleeping spot. We proceeded to the senior officers’
housing area nearby. We could not be sure of the exact
location, but we knew we were in the area where he
lost and found his Miraculous Medal, and the stairs he
used to get up to the aid station. From there it was only
a short walk to the swimming pool, roughly across the
road from where Dick had landed on the cliff face. Of
course the area is overgrown with jungle, but we could
at least make a reasonable guess as to the area.

The following day began with a banca trip around the
fortified islands of Manila Bay. It is not an exaggeration
to say that the wind was calmer and the sea smoother
than they had been since at least the first day of
November. It was a marvelous trip, and we were joined
by four other Americans whose visit overlapped with
the Adams’. Later we all walked up Malinta Hill, and
Dick was pretty sure he found the spot where the six
men ‘hung out’ for about 10 days. By the way, Dick,
who is 88, and in great shape, didn’t slow us down on a
hike that includes a few short, steep ascents.

v - S Fi

Karl Welteke, Trailmaster of the Corregidor Historic Society,
assists the Adams with copies of original maps.

(continued....)
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Will this mark the last return of an American
liberator to Corregidor? Not if Dick has anything to say
about it! He and his family had such a wonderful time
that they are seriously thinking of returning next year,
when their other daughter may be able to join them.
We sincerely hope that this will happen, and want to
encourage any other defenders or liberators of the Rock
to return as well.

You can read more about Dick’s adventures here 66 years
ago, including the Miraculous Medal story at:
http://steveandmarciaontherock.blogspot.com/2010/03/
bats-flies-and-parachutes.html

HitH

Dick Adams and Other Troopers of the
WWII 503rd PRCT Honored at Brigade Reunion

Paratrooper Dick Adams assaulting Malinta Hill, again.

The following day was just the opposite weather-
wise. It was easily the windiest and waviest day since

the first of November. We can usually say that SILK FROM ‘THE ROCK’
tomorrow’s weather will be about the same as today, Remnant of a parachute which made the
. ) famous combat jump on February 16, 1945
but this was the most marked day-to-day change we’ve h onto Corregidor, “The Rock”, in the
seen except for when typhoons affect Corregidor. Phillppines, recovered on the Island during
.. . . a return visit by Dick Adams, 503" PIR, who
We joined the Adams family for lunch and dinner also jumped onto the Island that day.

each day, and have to say that we were already missing
them as we said our goodbyes at the pier.

along with some of his buddies who

also made the famous blast onto
Corregidor, attended our reunion in
Lexington, as guests of Sky Soldiers of
the 173d Airborne Brigade. Sometime
later, Dick was kind enough to gift me
this piece of silk he recovered from the
DZ on The Rock during a return trip he  Trooper Adams
made there. One day this historical
remnant from WWII will be donated to the Special
Operations and Airborne Museum in Fayetteville, NCin
Dick’s name. Ed

I n 2012, 503rd trooper Dick Adams,

The Adams, on left, with Steve and Marcia Kwiecinski. They
were the only Americans allowed to reside on Corregidor, o
and provided special tours for visiting US dignitaries. a

2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter [ Sept.-Oct. 2016 - Issue 69
— Page 17 of 100


http://steveandmarciaontherock.blogspot.com/2010/03/

Paying Homage

Gang, these photos are from the ceremony at Motts
Military Museum on August 6th. Itis located in Grove
Port just outside of Columbus.

Bricks of honor had been placed at its Walk of Fame
and the ceremony paid homage to the men and women
of the American military. | had contributed to this
honor by having recognition of the 173d placed among
those bricks. The Herd is there for all to see and it will
be there forever.

.l' ')“‘.‘ d

It was a bright day as the museum played host to a
large collection of people. Motts Museum has to be
saluted for all the fine work it does for every veteran.

The elderly gentleman in the picture (on left) is a
WWII veteran who jumped into Normandy and, among
many battles, took part in the Battle of the Bulge.

From WWII to Korea to Viet Nam to Iraq and
Afghanistan names and units were read off to the
sounding of a bell and the applause of the public.

William Terry
A/3/319
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Secretary Takes Action to Ensure
Project ARCH Veterans Continue
to Receive Care Closer to Home

Coverage Continues Through Exemption in Choice
Program

July 21, 2016

Augusta, Maine — As the
Project ARCH pilot program
comes to an end next month,
Department of Veterans Affairs
Secretary Robert A. McDonald
today announced that Veterans
enrolled in the program will be
able to continue receiving care
closer to home. Taking
advantage of options available
under the Veterans Choice
Program, such as the “unusual
or excessive burden provision” and Provider
Agreements, Veterans receiving care under Project
ARCH will continue care without interruption when the
pilot program ends August 7.

“There is nothing more important to us than serving
the Veterans who served our country,” said Secretary
McDonald. “My commitment to those Veterans under
Project ARCH is that we will do everything within our
control to make sure they maintain continuity of care in
their communities with the providers they know.”

Project ARCH operates in Maine, Virginia, Kansas,
Montana and Arizona. In anticipation of the program’s
end, Project ARCH providers have been contacted and
invited to continue to provide health care to Veterans
under the Veterans Choice Program.

“VA appreciates the Veterans and community
providers who participated in the program,” said Dr.
Baligh Yehia, Assistant Deputy Under Secretary for
Health for Community Care. “VA is employing lessons
learned and best practices from the program as we
work to build one consolidated program for community
care — a program that delivers the best of both VA and
the community.”

Veterans transitioning to the Veterans Choice
Program are being contacted regarding their individual
care.

Secretary McDonald

Issue 69
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From Down Under...

Long TanVeterans to
Receive Gallantry
Awards 50 Years
After Battle

Exclusive by defence reporter Andrew Green

3

2 4

T ,’4/?) /

o

Lt Col Harry Smith has sought to get recognition for Battle
of Long Tan (Supplied: Colonel Harry Smith)

Australian veterans from the
Battle of Long Tan will next
week receive official
recognition for their gallantry,
almost 50 years to the day
after their heroic efforts in
the Viethnam Warr.

On 18 August, 1966, members of D Company
who were outnumbered 20 to 1, fought against
enormous odds to defeat the Viet Cong in one
of the most well-known Australian engagements
of the war.

For half a century, many of the men have
received no official recognition of their courage,
despite sustained campaigning from D Company
commander, retired Lieutenant Colonel Harry
Smith.

In April last year, former army chief David
Morrison refused to recommend a range of
gallantry awards for 13 Australian Army
members who had fought at Long Tan,

prompting Lieutenant Colonel Smith to approach the
Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal.

Last month the retired Lt Col told the ABC's 7.30
program this latest effort would probably be his final
attempt to gain recognition for his company.

"I owe it to my soldiers to follow
through on what | recommended in

1.966, " Mr. Smith said. "Probably if we don't win with
the current review, at age 83, I'll probably decide to get
on with my sailing and maybe let it go.”

With the 50th anniversary of the battle approaching,
the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal has
now finished reviewing an application to officially
recognise 13 men who fought in the battle.

The ABC has confirmed on August 10 the Veterans'
Affairs Minister Dan Tehan will announce new bravery
awards alongside Lt Col Smith and Mark Sullivan, the
chair of the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals
Tribunal.

Details of precisely which medals will be presented
and how many former soldiers will be recognised for
their efforts in the Battle of Long Tan so far remain
confidential.

Surviving Long Tan veterans will head to Vietnam
later this month to attend a 50th anniversary
commemorative service.

[Sent in by MG Jack Leide, CO C/2/503]

“Major Harry Smith MC at Nui Dat with his
Battalion on parade.” (web photo)
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Office of the Honorary Colonel

503d Infantry Regiment
28 August 2016

MEMORANDUM FOR: Distinguished and Honorary
Members, 503d Infantry Regiment
SUBJECT: Update

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The time since | last wrote (March 2016) to the
Distinguished and Honorary Members of the 503d Infantry
Regiment has passed quickly and has been filled with a
number of events.

Honorary Regimental Sergeant Major Richard Weik and |
are pleased to announce the “2015 Class” of Distinguished
and Honorary Members of the Regiment (DMOR/HMOR).

Those designated as Distinguished Member of the 503d
Infantry Regiment were LTC (R) Jack Kelley, The Honorable
Thomas K. Kaulukukui, Jr., and CW5 Ronald Galloway. Mr.
Paul Whitman was designated as an Honorary Member of the
503d Infantry Regiment.

LTC Kelley, a Citadel graduate, commanded A/2-503 and
served as Aide de Camp to BG John R. Deane, Jr. in the mid
1960’s. In a subsequent tour with the 173d Airborne Brigade,
he served as the Operations Officer of the 3-503d Infantry
(1970). He became involved with perpetuating the heritage
of the 503d Infantry Regiment while serving on active duty
and has remained involved in this mission to the present day.
He was instrumental in founding the 173d Airborne Brigade
Association. His most current effort to promote the heritage
of the Regiment is production of a video to tell the story of
“Operation Yorktown,” one of the earliest significant combat
operations of the Regiment’s units in Vietnam.

The Honorable Thomas Kaulukukui graduated first in
Noncommissioned Officer’s Class 25-69 and was designated
the Outstanding Leader of Airborne Class 34. He served as a
platoon sergeant with A-3/503 in Vietnam from September
1969 to June 1970. Following his discharge from the Army in
1970, Kaulukukui served as a Clerk in the U.S. District Court of
Hawaii and subsequently was appointed to the Trail Court in
Hawaii and sat by designation on the Intermediate Court of
Appeals and the Hawaii Supreme Court. His advocacy for
veterans and their causes spans more than 45 years, serving
as the President of the Hawaii Vietnam Veterans Leadership
program and as an informal consultant to the Hawaii
Veterans Administration Regional office on matters relating
to PTSD, as well as serving on a congressionally created
Committee on Minority Veterans.

CWS5 Ronald Galloway demonstrated exceptional
leadership and service to the United States Army spanning a
career of almost 40 years. Among his many assignments
were as Battalion Personnel Services NCO with the 1st
Battalion, 503d Infantry at Camp Hovey, Korea in 1987 —
1988. He served as Chief Warrant Officer of the Adjutant
General Corps and as the Senior Administrative Assistant to
the Secretary of the Army. He is the only CWS5 to work at the
Combatant Command and Service Center level serving as the
Administrative Executive Officer to the Supreme Allied

Commander Europe, the Commander of United States Forces
Korea and the Chief of Staff of the Army.

Mr. Paul Whitman is a citizen of Australia with a lifetime
interest in military history. In 1999, Whitman developed a
history website entitled “Corregidor, Then and Now” that
became a pioneering historical source for information
relating to the little studied fall of Corregidor in 1942 and
subsequently expanded his efforts to record and preserve
written and photographic material relative to the 503d
Parachute Infantry Regiment. He expanded his original
Corregidor-related website to what is now the “502rd PRCT
Heritage Battalion” Website, an aggregator of materials
about the Regiment and a repository of such information for
generations to come.

Honorary 503d Regiment Sergeant Major Richard Weik
and | have initiated action to place a 503d Infantry
Regimental Memorial on the National Infantry Museum
“Walk of Honor.” The Memorial will be approximately 4 feet
wide, and 26 inches tall and constructed of Topaz grey granite
and will be located adjacent to the 173d Airborne Brigade
national Memorial. The Regimental Crest will be in the center
of the granite stone surrounded by the titles of the four
conflicts associated with the Regiment’s heritage (World War
I, Korea, Vietnam and the Global War on Terrorism.)
Estimated cost of the memorial, whose size is dictated by its
available location, is $15,000.00. An electronic depiction of
the marker is attached* for those who receive this letter
electronically or may be requested by those who prefer U.S.
Postal Service receipt.

The 173d Airborne Brigade National Memorial Foundation
has agreed to collect donations for this cause. (A generous
veteran has offered to match any donation of $50.00 or less
up to $1,000.00.) Checks payable to the 173d Airborne
Brigade National Memorial Foundation — marked on the
bottom with the words “Regimental Memorial” -- should be
mailed to Ken Smith, 124 Tugboat Lane, Summerville, SC
29486. You may also donate by going to the 173d Airborne
Brigade National Memorial Foundation website
(http://www.173dairbornememorial.org) and using the
paypal button on the “Funding” dropdown. Be sure to write
“Regimental Marker” on the special instructions bloc.

Construction of this 503d Infantry Regiment Memorial is
long overdue. Please support this effort and make it happen.

Honorary Regimental CSM Rick Weik joins me in wishing
each of you peace, good health and happiness.

Warm regards to all!

Kenneth V. Smith

Kenneth V. Smith

COL, USA (Ret)
Honorary Colonel

503d Infantry Regiment

* See image of marker on following page. Ed
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503d Infantry
Regimental Memorial

For Infantry Museum
Walk of Honor

The National Infantry Museum’s Walk of Honor,
the location of the 173d Airborne Brigade National
Memorial, contains memorials recognizing
numerous division and regimental units that have
served with distinction throughout the Army’s
history. One distinguished unit’s memorial, the
503d Infantry Regiment, has been missing, but that
is about to change in the near future.

Honorary 503d Regiment Sergeant Major
Richard Weik and Honorary 503d Infantry
Regiment Colonel Ken Smith have initiated action
to place an appropriate Regimental marker that
recognizes the contributions of the members of
this storied Regiment in conflicts dating back to its
inception.
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Weik and Smith have obtained the approval of
the National Infantry Museum leadership to erect a
memorial (depicted below) adjacent to the 173d
Airborne Brigade National Memorial and have
opened a dialogue with Columbus Monument (the
builders of the 173d National Memorial) to
undertake the project. The Memorial will be
approximately 4 feet wide and 26 inches tall and
constructed of Topaz grey granite. Estimated cost
of the memorial, whose size is dictated by its
available location, is $15,000.00.

Construction of the 503d Infantry Memorial will
commence when 75% of the funds are on hand.
The 173d Airborne Brigade National Memorial
Foundation has agreed to collect donations for this
cause. If 200 Sky Soldiers and friends or
Association chapters contribute $50.00 each in the
next six months, construction of the 503d Infantry
Memorial can commence.

Checks payable to the 173d Airborne Brigade
National Memorial Foundation — marked on the
bottom with the words “Regimental Memorial” --
should be mailed to Ken Smith, 124 Tugboat Lane,
Summerville, SC 29486. You may also donate by
going to the 173d Airborne Brigade National
Memorial Foundation website
(http://www.173dairbornememorial.org) and
using the paypal button on the “Funding”
dropdown. Be sure to write “Regimental Marker”
on the special instructions bloc.

'& Construction of this Memorial is
[ &! long overdue. Please support

E’r this effort and make it happen.
Aty
i

\ 5& Airborne...All The Way!

"
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The United States Army
Pacific (USARPAC)
“Fire Brigade”

By Fred E. Elam, MG, USA, (Ret)

Forward

The history of the 173d’s combat operations has
been well documented by airborne troopers who were
assigned to the Herd as well as historians writing
about the Vietham War. The purpose of this article is
to describe some of the less well - documented
activities prior to and immediately following the
deployment of the Brigade to Vietnam.

173d Deployment to Vietnam

| served in the 173d from January 1964 until June
1966. My service with the Brigade included both
Okinawa and Vietnam.

During my service with the Brigade in Okinawa and
initially in Vietnam, | was assigned as the Brigade
Movements Control Officer in the Brigade S-4 office.
My responsibilities included highway convoy planning,
movements planning (air and sealift) to support
contingency plans as well as off-island exercises.

The Brigade had the unofficial title as the United
States Army Pacific (USARPAC)
“Fire Brigade” which resulted in
the requirement to deploy the
alert company task force in less
than 12 hours after being
alerted. One aspect of this
deployment requirement was to
have a rifle company continually
ready for deployment along with
its organic equipment rigged for
heavy drop.

All members of the Brigade
participated in mandatory
jungle training on Iriomote
Island of the Ryukyus chain
south of Okinawa. In addition,
numerous alerts (some resulting in a training jump
either on Okinawa or off-island such as Taiwan and the
Philippines) further prepared Sky Soldiers for potential
combat operations. Our predeployment training focus
was to find, fix and destroy the enemy and remain on
the battle ground until relieved by other US forces or
Allies.

Iriomote Island

In early May 1965, the Brigade was alerted for
deployment (via air and sealift) to Vietham to two
separate operations areas. Two departure airfields
were used - Kadena Air Force Base and Naha Air Force
Base as well as one seaport (Port of Naha). Arrival
Airfields were Bien Hoa airbase outside Saigon and
Vung Tau on the coast east of Saigon. The sealift
arrived at the Port of Saigon.

The initial deployment order called for the Brigade to
be in a Temporary Duty Status (TDY). Sky Soldiers
assigned to the Brigade were paid $1 per day during the
almost 90 day period that the Brigade was in a TDY
status.

When the Brigade deployment status was changed
from TDY to a Permanent Change of Station (PCS),
family members living on Okinawa were required to
relocate to CONUS. Brigade troopers having family
members on Okinawa were permitted a short visit prior
to their family member’s relocation to CONUS. Need-
less to say there were a lot of birth announcements 9
months later! Communications with loved ones
consisted of snail mail (a letter took 10 days from
Vietnam to the United States) and radio talk via the
HAMM radio volunteers who were a part of the MARS
network.

When the Brigade arrived in Vietnam, there was no
infrastructure to support our arrival and offloading of
the arriving aircraft and sealift. As a consequence,
troopers (primarily from the Brigade’s Support
Battalion) were pressed
into service as ad hoc
arrival control parties
to offload aircraft and
stevedores to offload
the sealifted Brigade
equipment.

Our initial resupply
of all classes of supply
came from Okinawa.
Each evening, using a
single sideband Collins
radio, a requisition was
sent to the Brigade
Rear Detachment on Okinawa for fill. Two “log birds”,
normally C130s, would be loaded with replacement
personnel and resupply and would generally arrive at
Bien Hoa and Vung Tau in the late afternoon each day.

(continued....)
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Our training did not prepare the Brigade for a Base
Camp option. The Brigade was not authorized the beds
(cots), tents, or large generators to build base camps.
As a result, each unit was required to divert troopers to
provide base camp security when the Brigade deployed
from the base camps at Vung Tau and Bien Hoa for
combat operations.

The policy makers in the Pentagon required that
continued Administrative jumps were required in order
for troopers to collect jump pay. After several months
under this policy, while simultaneously conducting
combat operations, wiser heads prevailed and troopers
who were on jump status upon arrival in Vietnam were
able to collect their jump pay without the requirement
to participate in administrative jumps.

| assumed command of the Brigade Headquarters,
Company A in Vietnam in September 1965. One of the
company’s missions was to provide a rifle platoon
Brigade Command Post security when deployed on
combat operations.

Major General Fred E. Elam, USA, (Ret), served over 33 years
as a commissioned officer. He commanded at all levels from
Captain to MG and served as the Chief of Transportation
and the first Commander of the Transportation Corps
Regiment. He served two combat tours in Vietham. Heis a
graduate of the Command and General Staff College and the
Naval War College. He holds a BS degree from the
University of Arkansas and a MBA from Michigan State
University. Awards and decorations MG Elam has received
include: Distinguished Service Medal (with one oak leaf
cluster); Defense Superior Service Medal; Legion of Merit;
Bronze Star Medal (with two oak leaf clusters); Meritorious
Service Medal (with three oak leaf clusters); Air Medal;
Army Commendation Medal (with three oak leaf clusters);
Parachutist Badge; Army Staff Identification Badge; Medal
of Merit from the Turkish General Staff; and Korea Service
Medal from the Korean Joint Staff.

Military Myths & Legends:

Common Myths of the Vietham War

Common belief is that most Vietnam veterans were
drafted.

Fact: 2/3 of the men who served in Vietham were
volunteers. 2/3 of the men who served in World War Il
were drafted. Approximately 70% of those killed in
Vietnam were volunteers.

Common belief that the media reported suicides
among Vietnam veterans range from 50,000 to 100,000 - 6
to 11 times the non-Vietnam veteran population.

Fact: Mortality studies show that 9,000 is a better
estimate. "The CDC Vietnam Experience Study Mortality
Assessment showed that during the first 5 years after
discharge, deaths from suicide were 1.7 times more likely
among Vietnam veterans than non-Vietnam veterans.
After that initial post-service period, Vietnam veterans
were no more likely to die from suicide than non-Vietnam
veterans. In fact, after the 5-year post-service period, the
rate of suicides is less in the Vietnam veterans' group.

Common belief is that a disproportionate number of
blacks were killed in the Vietnam War.

Fact: 86% of the men who died in Vietnam were
Caucasians, 12.5% were black, and 1.2% were other races.
Sociologists Charles C. Moskos and John Sibley Butler, in
their recently published book "All That We Can Be," said
they analyzed the claim that blacks were used like cannon
fodder during Vietnam "and can report definitely that this
charge is untrue. Black fatalities amounted to 12 percent
of all Americans killed in Southeast Asia, a figure
proportional to the number of blacks in the U.S. population
at the time and slightly lower than the proportion of blacks
in the Army at the close of the war."

Common belief is that the war was fought largely by
the poor and uneducated.

Fact: Servicemen who went to Vietnam from well-to-do
areas had a slightly elevated risk of dying because they
were more likely to be pilots or infantry officers. Vietnam
Veterans were the best-educated forces our nation had
ever sent into combat. 79% had a high school education
or better.

The common belief is the average age of an
infantryman fighting in Vietnam was 19.

Fact: Assuming KIAs accurately represented age groups
serving in Vietnam, the average age of an infantryman
(MOS 11B) serving in Vietnam to be 19 years old is a myth,
it is actually 22. None of the enlisted grades have an
average age of less than 20. The average man who fought
in World War Il was 26 years of age.

[Sent in by MG Jack Leide, CO C/2/503]
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2/503d Vietnam Newsletter
to be Maintained on
University Website

Subject: Possible inclusion of the
2-503 Vietnam Newsletter and Sky
Soldier Magazine in the Digital
Military Newspaper Library at the
University of Florida

Hello,

My name is Will Canova. | am the Newspaper and
Periodical Projects Coordinator for the University of
Florida Digital Collections. | am writing to you today in
regard to the fact that the University of Florida is
currently seeking publications for inclusion in the Digital
Military Newspaper Library. We would be truly
honored if you would allow us to include both the 2-503
Vietnam Newsletter and Sky Soldier Magazine in our
Digital Collections. They each appear to be really
extraordinary publications in terms of broadening the
scope of our collection.

DMNL acts as a repository of military news and
culture from around the country. The Digital Military
Newspaper Library's continuing goal is to archive and
preserve military perspective by offering full
geographical representation of historic through current
issues of select U.S. Military publications. There are
currently over 100 periodical titles in the collection.

Here is a link:

http://ufdc.ufl..edu/dmnl

Please rest assured that there would be no cost to
you and a major benefit would be increased readership
and availability of this amazing resource to students,
scholars and researchers.

We would simply harvest the pdfs from your website
as they become available. If necessary we would gladly
put an embargo on uploading the issues of the 2-503
Vietnam Newsletter and Sky Soldier Magazine...Some of
our publishers have asked for a one week, 2 week or
even a one month delay in our uploading of their
content.

If you do decide to participate | will send the
permissions form that needs to be signed and Faxed or
scanned and emailed back to us.

We honestly hope that you decide to have either or
both 2-503 Vietnam Newsletter and Sky Soldier
Magazine join the Digital Military Newspaper Library!

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions or concerns.

Thank you for taking the time to learn about our
project. | look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,
Will Canova

Newspaper and Periodical Projects Coordinator,
Digital Production Services & Florida Digital Newspaper
Library

Interim Library Facility

University of Florida

Gainesville, FL 32611

&

Our reply:

Mr. Canova, hello:

Sky Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion of the 173d
Airborne Brigade will be pleased to learn our 2/503d
Vietnam Newsletter will be included as a historical
reference source in your digital military library at the
University of Florida, assuming access by readers will be
free in perpetuity and we may include a link to your site
in the newsletter. Thanks, and please email me the
appropriate permission forms.

Of course, we cannot speak for the publisher of Sky
Soldier Magazine.

Best regards,

Lew "Smitty" Smith
HHC/2/503, RVN '65/'66
Newsletter Editor
rtol73d@cfl.rr.com

To Sky Soldiers & Friends of Sky Soldiers:

We highly recommend you visit the University of
Florida’s web site shown here to view and read from a
wealth of current and historical military-related
publications. The University has agreed to include our
newsletter in perpetuity and free to anyone interested
in accessing and reading it. Ed
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PREPARATION OF 2/503
FOR COMBAT IN VIETNAM

By George E. Dexter, Col. (Ret), Abn Inf

n Monday, August 17, 1964, | took command of

the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry at

Camp Kue on the island of Okinawa. At that
time | was 40 years old, had been on active duty for 19
years and had achieved the rank of lieutenant colonel
but had not been in combat. The question could
logically be asked, was | prepared for this job?
Specifically, did my training and experience since
commissioning prepare me to lead an infantry battalion
in combat, and secondly what did | do to prepare the
battalion for combat in Vietnam?

(Then) LTC George Dexter, 2/503 Battalion Commander on
the tarmac at Bien Hoa AFB on 5 May 65, upon arrival of his
battalion in Vietnam.

Since | was a 2d Lieutenant it had been my goal to
command an infantry battalion. However, beginning in
about 1957, it began to look as though that would be
impossible, since the Army decided to eliminate infantry
battalions. Foreseeing the possibility that atomic
weapons might be used on future battlefields, the Army
eliminated the triangular division of World War Il and
instead adopted a pentomic division, each composed of
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five Infantry battle groups, which in turn were
composed of five rifle companies. No battalions! The
battle group, however, did not last long. It was quickly
found to be unwieldy in the field, and by about 1960, it
was decided to go back to the triangular organization.

Unfortunately, my service as a platoon leader and
company commander did very little to prepare me for
command of an infantry battalion in combat. That’s
because it came during what | call the nadir of the
United States Army, the years between the end of
world War Il and the beginning of the Korean War when
the feeling in the political class of our country was that
we no longer needed much of an Army because we had
the atomic bomb. What combat troops we had were
primarily deployed on occupation duty in Germany,
Japan and Korea, but they did not do much in the way
of training. The poor performance of our troops in the
initial phase of the Korean War, troops who had been
on occupation duty in Japan, is evidence of that. And
the troops we rushed in from Hawaii and CONUS pretty
much had to learn on the battlefield.

| was commissioned as a 2d Lieutenant of Infantry in
the Regular Army in June of 1945, two months before
the bomb was dropped. At the time of Hiroshima | was
at Ft. Benning, GA learning to lead platoons and
companies in combat. That was excellent training.
Then | was shipped off to join the occupation forces --
however, | did not go to Germany, Japan or Korea. My
ship went to the Philippines where | was assigned to the
86th Infantry Division, the only US division which fought
in Germany and was rotated to the Philippines to
participate in the planned invasion of Japan.

The primary mission of the 86th
Division at that time was to send
home all the men who had no
intention of staying in the Army.
This took about six months depending E
on the availability of shipping. | was
assigned as a rifle platoon leader in a
battalion based in a coconut grove
about 40 miles south of Manila. Our
daily routine involved reveille, PT, breakfast, close order
drill (in case we had to participate in ceremonies),
improvement of the camp, lunch, organized athletics all
afternoon (baseball, volleyball, basketball), supper and
an outdoor movie in the evening. We did have a night
interior guard detail to prevent thievery by the local
populace....

86th inf. Div.

(continued....)
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....But with the war over and no enemies in sight, it was
hard to motivate the men towards rigorous field
training. Besides, we had no training areas. Actually,
the battalion commander did decide to have the men
conduct their annual refresher firing of their individual
weapons, and he assigned me the job of building a
range and conducting the firing. That was the best
experience | gained during my two years in the
Philippines.

In May 1946, about six months after my arrival in the
Philippines, the battalion had lost almost all the men
who had been in combat in Europe. We tore down our
base camp and moved to join the remainder of the 86th
Division at a camp east of Manila. Here our battalion
was deactivated, and those of us left were transferred
to another battalion in the same regiment where |
found myself a 2d Lt company commander of a rifle
company with no other officers, no senior NCO’s and
only about 30 or so enlisted men, mostly just out of
basic training. In the whole battalion there were only
six officers—a Regular Army Lieutenant Colonel
battalion commander and five 2d Lieutenant company
commanders, all classmates of mine. (We were
promoted to 1st Lieutenants in September).

With only first term troopers in the orderly room,
supply room and mess hall, there was one thing | had to
learn—company administration: morning reports, duty
rosters, payday procedures, promotions, company
punishment, courts martial, property books,
requisitions, reports of survey, menus, mess sanitation,
field sanitation, etc. All these were subjects which
effected the morale of the troops. But the training
situation was about the same as in the coconut grove.

The 86th Division was eventually deactivated, and |
returned to CONUS in late 1947, to an assignment with
the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project at Sandia
Base, NM near Albuquerque where | spent two years
disassembling and assembling atomic bombs, and one
year in the post headquarters handling “Special
Projects.” This assignment was followed by three one-
year assignments in the early 50’s which | consider were
the best preparation | received for commanding 2/503 a
decade later.

In spring 1951, |, now a captain,
volunteered for Airborne and attende
Jump School at Fort Benning in June,
followed by assignment to the 508th
Airborne Regimental Combat Team
(RCT) at Fort Benning which had just
been activated as part of the Korean
War buildup of the Army. The RCT
consisted of the 508th Airborne

A N\RBORN=

508th Abn RCT

Infantry Regiment, the 320th Airborne Field Artillery
Battalion, and the 598th Airborne Engineers. The
infantry regiment included three battalions of Airborne
Infantry plus a Headquarters Company, a Service
Company, a Medical Company and a Support Company.
As you can see, this is very close to the 173d Airborne
Brigade organization in the 1960’s.

The Department of the Army had developed a
standardized training cycle for newly activated units.
For Infantry regiments this cycle involved refresher
training of individuals in their MOS’s, followed by
training of squads, platoons, companies and battalions.
Each unit phase lasted about a month to six weeks in
time and culminated in an Army Training Test (ATT) to
test the competence achieved by the unit in that phase.
After battalion tests the regiment or RCT participated in
a field exercise to determine their overall level of
competence.

On reporting for duty to the 508th in July of 1951, |
was assigned as one of three Assistant Regimental S-3's.
The S-3 gave me the job of planning and conducting
ATT’s for all the infantry units in the RCT, specifically 81
rifle squads, 27 rifle platoons, 9 rifle companies and
three infantry battalions. Each test was a tactical
problem which the leader of the unit being tested had
to solve through the employment of his unit. To
prepare the tests | had to study the field manuals,
conduct a map reconnaissance and a ground
reconnaissance to find terrain suitable for the test and
draw up a Scenario and a Control Plan for the conduct
of the test and instructions to the tested unit to prepare
them for the test. The Scenario basically spelled out the
theoretical tactical situation at the beginning of the test
and orders issued to the leader of the tested unit by his
commander to initiate or change action by the tested
unit. The Control Plan included additional details to
insure the tactical problem on the ground proceeds as
required by the Scenario. For example, if there are
Aggressors (troops playing the role of the theoretical
enemy force), the Control Plan included instructions on
where and when they should appear and what they
should do. If there is live fire, the Control Plan spelled
out what precautions are to be taken to insure the
safety of everyone involved

The Fort Benning reservation sprawls over a
considerable area of rolling country east and south of
Fort Benning, covered with Southern Pines and scrub
oak. A great deal of the land was utilized by the
Infantry School, the primary tenant unit at Benning, as
ranges and demonstration areas....

(continued....)
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....However, there was plenty of space available on the
reservation for me to lay out Army Training Test tactical
problems. Once decided on such an area, | requested
from Ft Benning that they reserve that area for the
508th for the duration of that particular test. One
particular skill which | sharpened while setting up these
tests was that | became extremely proficient in map
reading of the topographical maps the Army uses in all
its operations. | could locate myself or topographical
features on a map within a hundred meters or so. This
was an important skill when | commanded 2/503 in
combat operations.

Troops conducting field exercise at Ft. Benning. (web photo)

For the squad, platoon and company tests, | played
the role of the next higher commander—platoon leader
for the squad tests, company commander for the
platoon tests, and battalion commander for the
company tests. | also played the role of chief umpire,
graded the units on their performance and conducted
the critique of their performance after the exercise was
over. For the battalion tests, the RCT Executive Officer
played the role of the RCT commander and Chief
Umpire and graded the units. For the company and
battalion tests, we also had additional officers as
umpires with the platoons and companies.

Obviously, this was a tremendous opportunity for me
to learn how infantry units perform at squad, platoon,
company and battalion levels in combat.

In December of 1951, we had completed the
company phase of training and ATT’s, and the RCT
moved by convoy to Ft. Rucker, AL to participate in a
week long field exercise against a National Guard
Division which had been called to active duty for the
Korean War. In combat the S-2 and S-3 Sections of a
regiment operate the Regimental Operations Center,
maintaining communication with higher headquarters,
the battalions and separate units, receiving periodic
reports on their locations and activities and on enemy
locations and activities, posting this information on the
situation map, sending out orders and periodically
forwarding this information to the next higher
operations center. This was my first experience with an
operations center, and | learned a lot.

In January 1952, we wrapped up the battalion
training and ATT’s and began preparation for
participating in a major maneuver, Exercise Longhorn,
which was to take place at the Ft. Hood, TX reservation
in early April. This exercise involved the maneuvering of
an Infantry Division and an Armored Division against
each other for two or three weeks culminating in a
break through by the Armored Division, which then
would race to capture an objective in the enemy’s rear.
Along the route was a river with a key bridge. The
508th mission was to conduct a parachute jump,
capture and secure the bridge before the enemy could
capture or blow it up.

In early March the RCT Executive Officer plus the S-2
and S-3 with most of their personnel and contingents
from S-1 and S-4 flew to San Angelo, TX where there
was a mothballed WWII pilot training base and airfield.
This was to be the marshalling area for the 508th jump,
and the staff was to complete the plan for the jump
there. | was left back at Benning as the acting RCT S-3
with the primary mission of planning and executing the
movement of the 508th RCT by truck convoy from Ft.
Benning to San Angelo and back.

This was quite a convoy. To accomplish it, three
units were attached to the RCT—a Transportation
Battalion of 2% ton trucks to carry the Infantry, an
Ordnance Automotive Maintenance Company to repair
those trucks that broke down on the road, and an MP
Platoon to help with traffic control. In all there were
about 500 vehicles in the convoy, including organic and
attached vehicles. We travelled on the blue highways
(there were no interstates at that time), at a speed of
35 mph, and it took 5% days to get from Ft. Benning, GA
to San Angelo, TX.

| was given the job of preparing the March Order for
the convoy. This primarily involved organizing the
convoy into battalion Serials and company March Units
and publishing a March Table which specified at what
time each day each unit passed each critical point.

We had some glitches along the way, but we rolled into
the abandoned airfield at San Angelo at noon on the 6th
day in the rain but with all vehicles and personnel. This
was to be the Marshalling Area for our jump, which
would take place in about a week. The troops were
billeted in the buildings which were not in the best of
shape but better than pup tents. Equipment was
checked, parachutes and equipment bags were packed,
and some refresher training was conducted.

(continued....)
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By the time | got to San Angelo, the Operation Order
for the jump was almost completed. One of the EM in
the S-3 Section was a draftsman who was a Navajo
artist and did beautiful work. He was given the job of
building a large sand table of the drop area, showing
the DZ, the highway on which the Armored Division
would be approaching and the bridge which was the
RCT objective, plus all the nearby hills, woods, houses,
farm fields and other roads. The RCT commander gave
his operations order to the battalion commanders
for the jump utilizing this sand table in lieu of a
map, and a schedule was set up so that the
subordinate commanders--battalion and
company--could issue their orders to their
subordinates utilizing the same sand table.

On the day before the jump the troops moved
all their equipment—weapons, packs, equipment
bags--down to a hangar next to the landing strip.
Also, the riggers completed packing all the
parachutes and moved them into the hanger, and
guards were posted. On the morning of the jump
the troops were awakened around 0400, had
breakfast in the barracks and at 0500 marched
down to the hangar to don their equipment and
parachutes and load onto the aircraft. It was just
starting to dawn, April 8, 1952, when the planes
taxied down to the airstrip, took off and began
to form up for the flight to the drop zone.

| was the jumpmaster for a planeload of HHC troops.
The wind was blowing hard, the plane bounced all over
the sky, troopers were getting sick all over the plane,
but the crew chief had plenty of barf bags. The red light
came on, we stood up and hooked up, checked
equipment and shuffled to the jump doors. The green
light came on, | tapped out the first jumper and the
stick followed, with me as the Jumpmaster going out
last.

When my chute opened, | looked down to see the DZ
covered with inflated chutes dragging their jumpers
down the DZ. My PLF was fine, but | was being dragged
and really struggling to collapse my chute when
someone who had already landed and gotten out of his
chute ran around in front of mine, grabbed the apex,
ran around to the side and collapsed it! If he hadn’t
done so, I’'m not sure when | could have collapsed it by
myself!

| don’t know how many paratroopers jumped on that
day, but | will make a rough estimate of 2,500. One was
killed, 221 were injured, of whom 196 were admitted to
the hospital. Helicopters from Fort Hood were flying in
and out all morning picking up the injured for evacua-
tion. The story that | later got was that the RCT S-4 was
on the DZ with an anemometer to read the wind speed
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on the ground. If the wind speed exceeded 15 mph, the
jump was supposed to be cancelled. It was up around
20 mph while the planes were enroute to the DZ. The
S-4 had radio contact with the RCT Commander, COL
Joe Lawrie, who was riding with the Air Force
Commander, BG Murrow. When the planes were about
5 minutes out from the DZ the wind speed on the
ground dropped to 15 mph. The S4 passed this on to
COL Lawrie, and he in consultation with BG Murrow
decided to go ahead with the jump.

508th jump during Exercise Longhorn. (web photo)

By late afternoon the troops had captured the bridge
which was our objective and had secured it for the
night. About mid-morning the next day the Armored
Division linked up with us, and Operation Longhorn was
over. Either that day or the next | prepared an
Operations Order for the return convoy to Ft Benning,
which came off without a hitch.

In the summer of 1952, | received orders assigning
me to the Infantry School at Fort Benning to attend the
Infantry Officers’ Advanced Course beginning in
September 1952, and graduating in June 1953. Each
branch of the Army has a “home” station which
primarily includes a branch school which develops
doctrine, publishes field manuals and conducts officer
and enlisted specialty schools. Regular Infantry Officers
attend two courses - the Basic Course and the Advanced
Course. The Basic Course, which prepares officers to
command platoons and companies, actually reviews
much covered in pre-commissioning training, but it
takes place with live firing of weapons on real terrain.

(continued....)
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| have always considered the Infantry Officer’s
Advanced Course as the best school | ever attended,
military or civilian. Most Regular Officers attended the
Advanced Course for their branch after about 5 to 10
years of active commissioned service. The class | was in
graduated 208 students. There was another class about
the same size taking place at the same time. Age-wise
we were in our late 20’s or early 30’s. Probably the
majority had seen combat in World War Il or in the
Korean War, which was going on at that time. Most
were captains, but there were 14 Lieutenant Colonels,
68 Majors and 2 First Lieutenants in the class. Included
were 3 black officers, pretty rare at that time. One Air
Force and one Marine officer also attended. In addition
to Americans, 13 foreign Officers attended, including 7
from Latin American countries, 2 from Europe, 3 from
Iran and one from Taiwan China. The American Army
officers were from all commissioning sources—West
Point (about a quarter of the class were my classmates),
college ROTC, Officer Candidate School and Battlefield
Commissions.

The primary goal of our course was to prepare us to
be staff officers and commanders of Infantry battalions
and regiments (what we now call brigades). About 2/3
of the instruction time was in the classroom and 1/3 in
the field. Our primary texts were Field Manuals. Our
classroom was a large lecture hall in the main building
of the Infantry School. We had assigned seats with a
table about 3 feet by 2% feet in size, large enough to
spread out a map. The instruction was excellent. The
instructors knew their subjects, had been rehearsed and
critiqued by the other instructors in their departments
and used training aids utilizing the latest technology
available at that time. Our homework the night before
was to study the Field Manuals on the subject to be
covered that day.

The course began with a refresher on some
key lessons we learned in the Basic Course. We
then launched into learning the duties of staff
officers. The Army at that time had four of them
at every level of command above the company.
At command levels below general, they were
designated as S-1, S-2, S-3 and S-4. At General
Officer commands they were G-1, 2, 3 & 4, and
at Joint levels, J-1, 2, 3 & 4. At all levels, staff
officers were responsible for gathering
information within their field, developing
possible courses of action, recommending to the
commander what action he should take and
then carrying out the commander’s decision.
S-1’s are responsible for personnel matters--
requisitioning people by MOS to fill vacancies, assigning
them to units and jobs, promotions, pay, leave,
decorations, discipline including courts martial and
punishments, medical care, burial, etc.

S-2’s are responsible for Intelligence matters--
intelligence about the enemy, the terrain and the
weather. They gathered much of it from higher level
intelligence agencies, but also from patrols sent out by
their own unit, by study of captured documents and
interrogation of prisoners captured by the unit. S-2’s
also disseminated information about the enemy,
weather and terrain to subordinate units.

S-3’s are responsible for Operations and Training.
They determine the current training level of the unit as
a whole and of subordinate units and in accordance
with the commanders’ guidance develop training
programs to bring them to the desired level. In combat
operations, the next higher level of command issues an
operations order which spells out the overall mission of
the organization and assigns specific missions to
subordinate units which, if accomplished, will achieve
the mission of the organization as a whole. In offensive
operations, these tasks are normally the attack and
seizure of terrain objectives which are defended by
enemy forces. In defensive operations they are the
defense and holding of specific terrain features, such as
a hill, a forest, a town or ariver line. In a withdrawal,
the task is the abandonment of a defensive position and
orderly movement of the unit to occupy a new
defensive position or an assembly area preparatory to
renewal of the attack. The operation order also
specifies what fire support, such as artillery, tactical air
or organic mortars, will be supporting the operation.

(continued....)
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The S-3 normally accompanies the commander to
receive operations orders from the next higher
commander. The commander then takes the S-3 with
him while they reconnoiter the area in which their unit
will operate during the operation. The commander
makes decisions as to how the subordinate units will be
deployed for the operation and what objectives they
are to capture, and the S-3 organizes all these decisions
into an Operation Order. This order is always in five
paragraphs:

- Information on the enemy, terrain and weather in the
operational area.

- The mission which has been assigned to the unit by
the next higher commander.

- Specific missions assigned to each subordinate unit,
plus coordinating details, such as the time of attack, line
of departure, phase lines, and intermediate objectives.
Also fire support available.

- Administrative and logistical support

- Communications

At squad, platoon and company levels, the
commander issues the order verbally. At battalion and
higher the order is issued verbally by the commander
but is usually backed up with a written order.

The S-4 is responsible for logistical support, which
generally includes the fields of supply, maintenance and
transportation support. Supply is broken down into five
classes, which vary in how they are handled:

Class | — Food and Water

Class Il — Organizational Equipment (guns,
vehicles, etc.)

Class lll — Petroleum, oils and lubricants (POL)

Class IV - Special Equipment, e.g., fortification
materials

Class V— Ammunition and Explosives

In World War Il a new staff position was established,
S-5, which handled Civil-Military Affairs. We learned at
Benning about how they functioned in Europe in WWII.
However, in Korea and Vietnam they functioned at
higher levels, probably division and up. They have been
used extensively in Iraq and Afghanistan at regimental
level and above.

After learning about staff jobs, we began learning
about combat operations at the battalion level. First
there were lectures presenting basic doctrinal principles
for particular types of operations. Also we received
presentations from Artillery, Armor, and Air Force
officers on the faculty concerning what support they
can provide us and how to request and control that
support. Then we were presented with theoretical
tactical situations. We are a commander or S3 of a
battalion. Our troops are deployed here on a map.
(Each of us has a map of the operational area spread on

our table). This is the known enemy situation. We
receive the following order from the regimental
commander. Where do we go on reconnaissance?

Who do we take with us? Where, when and to whom
do we issue our battalion operation order? What is our
plan of action? The operation begins, but then such and
such happens. What are our actions and orders? We
discuss and critique possible solutions. Then the
instructor presents a “school solution,” which is also
critiqued by the students.

As the course progressed, we frequently formed
student teams with a commander and staff. We would
be issued a regimental operation order and came up
with our battalion operation order to carry it out.

Periodically we had written examinations on the
material covered. We had only one paper to write, on a
subject of our own choosing. We also received periodic
lectures in the post Theater, many concerning the
Korean War then in progress. Also many were by higher
ranking Army commanders.

The 187th RCT jump in Korea.

(web photo)

In late winter our focus shifted to the regiment. The
activities of commanders and staff officer at this level
were basically the same as for the battalion, so after
going through attack, defense, and withdrawal
operations at regimental level, emphasis shifted to
conducting operations in different environments—
arctic/winter operations, desert operations, mountain
operations, jungle operations, armored operations,
urban warfare. We also looked at planning and
conducting airborne operations, armored operations
and amphibious operations. The Marines put on a great
half-day show on this for us in the post theater.

(continued....)
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In late spring we participated with the other
Advanced Class in a large Command Post Exercise (CPX)
out on the Benning Reservation. We were broken down
into battalion or regimental staffs — Commander,
Executive Officer and S-1, S-2, S-3 and S-4 -- and each
staff was put into a Command Post (CP) tent with a
table and a few chairs plus a map posted on a board
and covered with a 1/25,000 map and further covered
with transparent material which could be drawn on
with a colored grease pencil and erased with a cloth.
This was a Situation Map which showed the most recent
known locations of subordinate units and enemy units.
Throughout, the CPX the CP received messages from
higher headquarters or subordinate units, some by
telephone, but most supposedly by radio. Actually the
radio operators were CPX faculty members posing as
radio operators who wrote the text of radio messages
they received and delivered them to the Operations
Sergeant (another faculty member) who decided which
staff officer should receive it. If the message showed a
change in the location or activities of an enemy or
subordinate unit, the appropriate staff officer sent a
message to this effect to appropriate subordinate or
higher headquarters. If the message required a change
of mission of a subordinate unit, the commander and
S-3 conferred, the commander decided, and the
appropriate units were notified.

This exercise went on for about 24 hours and was
one of the most valuable we experienced in the
Advanced Course.

We graduated from the Infantry Officers Advanced
Course in June 1953. It had been a tremendous learning
experience!

During the Spring | received orders to Korea, but |
didn’t actually get there until late July. The night |
landed in Japan on the way to Korea, a cease fire was
announced, so | missed the war. | was assigned to the
5th Infantry Regimental Combat Team as S-3 of the 3d
Battalion, a job that | felt fully qualified to perform after
my experience as Assistant S-3 of the 508th Airborne
RCT and my attendance at the Advanced Course at
Benning.

The cease fire did not end the Korean War, and it
technically could start again at any time, so we had to
be able to resume fighting. This was not the Philippines
experience repeated -- far from it. The 5th remained at
full fighting strength through the year | was there, and
we maintained a full training schedule. It was a great
time to be an S-3!

My battalion commander, LTC Verne Mergler, was an
experienced officer who had commanded a battalion in
Europe for a time in WWII and since had commanded
battalions in other units. We worked well together, and

he was apparently quite satisfied with my work since he
kept me in the job until he rotated home 11 months
later.

The mission of the 5th RTC was to be Corps Reserve
in the lll Corps sector along the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ). The lll Corps had two US Infantry Divisions dug
in along the DMZ in mountainous terrain. In the middle
of
the corps sector a wide valley ran south and slightly
southwest about 30 to 40 miles back to Seoul. So this
was a major avenue of approach to Seoul, and we were
encamped in the valley. The RCT camp was located
about 20 miles south of the DMZ, at the site of a prewar
village named Chipori that no longer existed. The valley
here was about a mile wide, with a stream and a well
maintained road running down the middle--the Main
Supply Route (MSR) for the divisions up on the DMZ.
East of the valley the land rose through foothills to
mountains. It was in these foothills that the RCT
Headquarters, Artillery Battalion, Engineer, Service and
Medical Companies were encamped. On the west side
of the valley were a series of low, barren, well eroded
hills running north to south, and the three infantry
battalions were bivouacked in the gullies radiating out
from these hills.

Veterans Korea

* THE FORGOTTEN WAR »

Sth REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM + 19501953

(web image)

The RCT Commander wanted to conduct rigorous
training to keep us prepared to return to combat if
necessary. The Korean War had been a “High Ground”
war. We fought to seize and control the hills, ridgelines
and mountain tops, from which we could dominate the
enemy on lower ground. Therefore, | wanted to find a
good training area not too far from our base camp
which had both high and low ground....

(continued....)
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....0ne thing that greatly helped in this was that all
civilians who used to live in this area had long ago been
evacuated to suitable farming areas behind the Corps
rear boundary, which was probably ten miles south of
us. Regiment had not designated an area for our
training, so | set out to find one.

The obvious place to look was among the mountains
on the east side of the valley. A map study showed a
small stream flowing out of a valley about two miles
north of RCT Headquarters, with a road paralleling the
stream for a short distance into the hills. So | and my
jeep driver took off to check the valley and the road.
We found that the road was in pretty good shape, and
better still, that after a couple of miles it turned south,
crossed over a small ridge on a series of switchbacks,
and descended into a beautiful bowl surrounded by
mountains.

The road down to the floor of the valley passed
through a conifer forest, something, pretty rare in rural
Korea. The floor of the bowl was large, quite open, with
a lot of smaller hills and numerous paths up ridges to
the surrounding mountain crests. It was just about a
perfect training area.

“This picture was taken in the vicinity of Taegu South Korea
in April 1954, and shows me doing what | did a lot of as the
S-3 of 3d Battalion, 5th Infantry Regimental Combat Team --
reconnaissance for appropriate combat training areas for
the battalion.” George Dexter

| further found that an intermittent creek bed with a
path beside it ran from the bowl out to the valley, a
distance of about 2 miles. The troops could hike from

&y

the battalion base camp to the bowl in about an hour,
train all day and then return in another hour, which
would help keep them in shape. | broke the bowl down
into several sub-areas so that several units could be
training there at the same time.

As S-3 my primary job was to publish and distribute a
weekly training schedule for the units of the battalion. |
had an experienced Operations Sergeant and Clerk, and
we had a squad tent for an office plus three small
tables, three or four chairs, a mimeograph machine and
a couple of gasoline lanterns. We also had a complete
set of Field Manuals, and the companies had the same
manuals. The training schedule spelled out what
training each company in the battalion would do each
day of the coming week, where and when they would
doit, and it cited the references in the appropriate Field
Manual covering that subject. For example, if the
training is to be on Rifle Squad in the Attack, the
reference would be to FM 7-10 (Rifle Company),
Chapter so & so, paragraphs so and so, where US
doctrine on conducting an attack by a rifle squad is
spelled out. In addition, the rifle companies at that
time had two light machine gun squads and three
60mm mortar squads, the heavy weapons company had
heavy machine gun and 81mm mortar squads, the
Headquarters Company had reconnaissance squads and
Pioneering and Ammunition Squads, and the
Communication Platoon had wire laying teams and
radio teams that needed constant training, and all of
these needed to be included in the weekly training
schedule.

The training schedule was distributed to the
companies on Thursday for the following week, so | had
to complete my draft of the schedule on Wednesday
night. At that time we did not have a generator for the
battalion, so | had to complete my draft by gasoline
lantern light. During my first month as Battalion S-3 |
seldom got back to my tent on Wednesdays before
midnight.

On Thursday the Operations Sergeant took over, had
the schedule typed on mimeograph stencils, proofread,
reproduced and distributed to the companies.

In subsequent months my job became easier as we
moved into platoon training, since there were fewer
types of platoons than squads in the battalion. Also, the
battalion finally got a generator, so we had electric
lights at night.

(continued....)
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It was a beautiful fall, but by December it had turned
quite cold. By this time we had received winter
uniforms for the troops and had winterized the tents by
adding floors, a tent liner and a stove in each tent. As
yet, however, we had had very little snow. We
continued outdoor company level training to inure the
troops to the cold, then stopped mid-December for a
holiday break.

But early in the New Year this came to an end when
[Il Corp ordered us to move into a blocking position.
This was an exercise to practice one of several
movements Corps might direct us to execute in the
event hostilities should break out again. The exercise
directed that the RCT move by truck to the southwest
several miles, then climb to a ridge, occupy and prepare
defensive positions. There was not much snow on the
slopes, but there were icy stretches along the trails, and
the ground was frozen, making it very difficult to dig in.
The Battalion Commander and | were not able to make
much of a reconnaissance of our assigned sector of the
line but we did get up to the ridgeline which we would
defend and assign company sectors based primarily on
map reconnaissance.

There was enough daylight left for the companies to
get up into positions and dig in before dark. My major
concern was that somebody would slip and break a leg
on the icy stretches of a path and have to be evacuated.
As anyone who ever watched MASH knows, helicopter
evacuation was in its infancy in Korea, and the choppers
of that day were far less capable than the Hueys of our
day. As it turned out one soldier did fall and break a leg
and had to be carried down to where an ambulance
could haul him to a hospital.

:‘\

Korean War version of a Dust Off. (web photo)

The battalion CP was down off the ridgeline on flatter
ground. | sleptin a pup tentin a sleeping bag that
night, but it was the coldest night | ever spent in my life.
The exercise terminated by noon the second day and
we returned to base camp and our much warmer tents.

In February we learned that Il Corps would conduct
battalion level Army Training Tests of all the infantry
battalions in the Corps, beginning in March. Since as
Assistant S-3 of the 508th Airborne RCT back in 1951-52
(just 2 years previously), | had been responsible for
planning and conducting Army Training Tests for all the
rifle squads, platoons, companies and battalions of the
508th, | knew that the battalion tests involved the
daylight preparation of a battalion defensive position, a
night withdrawal to an assembly area, followed by a
daylight attack. We were already in the battalion phase
of training, so | scouted around to find some new
training areas that would be appropriate for additional
training in defense, withdrawal and attack.

It turned out that our battalion was selected to be
the first in the corps to go through the test. It was
scheduled for early April, and all the snow had melted
by then. The temperature the first day probably ran
from about 40 to 50 degrees, it was cloudy all day,
rained intermittently, and clouds settled over the test
area at times.

For the defense phase we occupied an east-west
ridge to stop attacks from the north. Two adjacent rifle
companies were deployed facing north to provide the
main line of resistance, and the third rifle company was
deployed behind them as a reserve to provide depth to
the position or to conduct counter attacks. In addition a
platoon from the reserve company, known as the
Combat Outpost, pushed forward about 500 yards to
provide early warning of the arrival of the enemy, to
delay him and to deceive him as to the location of our
main line of resistance. The defensive phase went
without a hitch, and by mid-afternoon the troops were
deployed and dug in, the Battalion Command Post (CP)
(the field headquarters) had been set up in a draw next
to the road and stream downhill from the defensive
positions, the 81lmm mortars set up next to the CP, and
the Communication Platoon had laid telephone lines to
the companies, the mortars, the CP and the Combat
Outpost.

(continued....)
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The next phase of the test was the night withdrawal.
There was a pearl of wisdom | picked up at Ft Benning,
“If you are going to conduct a night operation, issue
your order early enough that subordinate commanders
can conduct a daylight reconnaissance.” On that basis |
figured that the umpires would have to give the
withdrawal order around 3:00 to 4:00 p.m., so LTC
Mergler and | made it a point to get back to the
Battalion CP by around 3:00 p.m. But nothing
happened!

We later learned that troops from another infantry
unit were designated as an Aggressor Force with the job
of attacking our Combat Outpost with blank
ammunition in midafternoon, which would cause us to
order the withdrawal of the outpost. The Aggressors
would follow them to our front lines which they would
fire on, and that would lead to the issuance of the
withdrawal order by the umpires. However, the
Aggressors got lost in the cloudy/rainy weather and
never got to the Combat Outpost until after dark.

We waited and waited, and it got later and later, but
no withdrawal order. Finally around 6:00 p.m. LTC
Mergler and I, the Chief Umpire and the S-3 Umpire
were sitting around in the Operations Center, when we
got a telephone call from the Combat Outpost that they
were under attack. | took the call and repeated it to
Mergler, who directed that the combat outpost be
withdrawn back to friendly lines. That set things off.

The umpires issued an order that the battalion
withdraw from its present positions beginning at 9:00
p.m., assemble on the road at the bottom of the ridge,
march back on the road to an assembly area where we
would prepare to conduct an attack at 0900 the next
day.

It was well after dark now and there was no way for
the company commanders to conduct a reconnaissance,
determine the best route down off the ridge and post
guides at critical points along the trails down from the
ridge where the troops were deployed. Actually, there
were very few trails up the ridge from the south, but
the withdrawal was basically simple, even if there were
no guides posted: go south off the ridge by squads until
you get to the road at the bottom, then reorganize into
platoons and companies and march back to the
assembly area. The squads mostly followed the finger
ridges down, since the draws between these fingers
were often choked with brush and pretty hard to
navigate, especially at night. The finger ridges in turn
split into more fingers as they descended down the
slope, and it was difficult to select the best fingers. As a
result, we had troops all over the slope that night
working their way down. In some cases the fingers led
to very steep areas of descent where the troops had to

lie down and inch their way down feet first. In the early
part of the night there was a moon behind the clouds,
but after the moon set it was extremely dark.

The squad leaders came through! In spite of the dark
and the rough terrain, noise and light discipline were
outstanding, and there were only minor injuries. The
first troops got down to the road around midnight. The
battalion vehicles had been sent back to the assembly
area earlier in the evening, except those which carried
weapons or equipment which were being brought down
off the ridge. As each company got down and
accounted for its men, it reorganized and started the
march back to the assembly area to prepare for the
attack the next day. However, the last man was not off
the ridge until six o’clock in the morning.

| stayed at the bottom of the ridge until about two
o’clock in the morning, then marched off with a platoon
up the road toward the assembly area. | knew this road
well, but the only way | could navigate that black night
was by feeling with my feet the tracks in the mud left by
the vehicles which had gone ahead of us while watching
the silhouettes against the sky of the men marching
ahead of me. | reached the battalion CP around 4:00
a.m., found the operations tent and relieved the
Operations Sergeant who had been receiving situation
reports from the companies and forwarding them on to
Regiment (the Umpires). | told him to get some sleep
and began preparing to receive the attack operations
order from Regiment early in the morning, and to issue
our resulting battalion attack order.

We jumped off on the attack around 1000 the next
morning, and the Training Test terminated when we
reached the top of a small mountain on the rim of the
bowl around noon and reorganized to continue the
attack. We pulled down off the mountain, accounted
for all personnel and had lunch, then mounted trucks
for the trip back to Chipori. That evening, when | was
back in my tent getting ready to write a letter to my
wife, | realized that | had not slept for the past 40
hours!

A couple of weeks after the Battalion
Test, the 5th RCT got a new Korean
Communications Zone (KCOMZ) mission.
We were to provide security to them.
The Communications Zone is the area
behind the Combat Zone where all the
logistical and administrative installations are located....

(continued....)
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....This basically was everything south of the capital city
of Seoul. The 5th RCT Headquarters moved to the port
of Pusan on the southern tip of the Korean Peninsula,
and the 3d Battalion moved to the city of Taegu about
50 miles north of Pusan. Actually, by this time, seven
months after the Armistice and with no sign of the
resumption of hostilities, many of the logistical and
administrative installation had been consolidated, but
there were still a few around and they needed
protection, primarily from thievery.

Our battalion was to provide security not only to
Taegu, where the Headquarters of KCOMZ was located,
and also in Inchon, the port city west of Seoul where
Gen MacArthur had conducted an amphibious landing
in September 1950 which drove the North Koreans
temporarily out of South Korea. We sent one company
to Inchon where they were billeted in the port area and
provided security to port facilities. They stayed for a
month, then were rotated back to Taegu while another
company took over their mission.

U.S. troops prepare to land at Inchon during Korean War.
(web photo)

In Taegu we were billeted in Quonset huts in a closed
US Army camp named Camp Walker that was quite
comfortable. Most of the facilities we were guarding
were on the grounds of the Headquarters for KCOMZ,
an attractive former Japanese Army post, but there
were several other installations in and around the city
such as ammunition dumps. Guard shifts were two
hours on and four off and really quite boring. We
needed an activity to break the boredom, and the best
activity for soldiers is field training. But where?

| went by the G-3 office of HQKCOMZ and found out
that there was in fact a pretty good training area about
40 miles northeast of Camp Walker. But in addition to
the distance there was one other drawback -- it was on
top of a mountain! | was able to get maps of the area,
and my driver and | headed out to look it over. As we
approached the mountain, it was obviously flat topped.
We drove on roads around the base and found two
paths heading up the mountain, one with switchbacks,
and the other straight up a spur. | took the switchback
trail up to the top and found an area about 400 yards by
200 yards that was generally flat with a few small hills
and sparsely forested. The biggest problem was that
there was no water on top, and if troops camped up
there, water would have to be hauled up to them along
with food, ammunition, etc.

A few days later | took LTC Mergler, the S-4 and the
company commanders up to the mountain to look it
over, and they all agreed it would be an excellent
training area. So we set up a system for the three line
companies at Camp Walker—every week there
would be two companies on guard duty and one
out on the flat top mountain training. For the
first company that went up there, they had to
back pack their own supplies up every day, but
after that the S-4 arranged to hire Korean porters
to do it on their A-frames.

In August 1954 LTC Mergler rotated home.
MAJ Harper, the Executive Officer had already
left, so the Executive Officer from another
battalion came over to take command. In mid-
August | received orders to the Pentagon and left
in mid-September for Pusan where | boarded a
troop ship to Seattle. Not long after that the
entire 5th RCT was shipped back to the United
States where it was deactivated!

Those three assignments in the 1950’s —
Assistant S-3 of the 508th Airborne RCT, the
Infantry Officer’s Advanced Course at Benning
And S-3 of the 3d Bn, 5th RCT in Korea after the
cessation of combat were my primary preparation
for command of 2/503 in training on Okinawa and
combat in South Vietham in combat. Plus my time as a
company commander in the Philippines and instruction
in the duties of the S-1 and S-4 at Benning prepared me
for the administrative side of the Battalion
Commander’s job.

(continued....)
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After Korea | spent the next 8 years far from troops—
three years in the Pentagon processing message traffic
between the Department of the Army, JCS and
Department of Defense and the major US military
commands worldwide; a year at the Command and
General Staff College at Ft Leavenworth, KS learning
how to be commanders and staff officer at the Division,
Corps and Field Army level; a year at Tulane University
earning a Masters in Psychology and three years at
West Point teaching Psychology and Leadership.
Actually, that last assignment did help prepare me for
command of 2/503.

While | was still at Ft Leavenworth | received a
telephone call from West Point asking if | would be
interested in teaching Psychology and Leadership at the
Academy. They did not have such a course when | was
a cadet, but after WWII General Maxwell Taylor, who
commanded the 82d Airborne Division during the war,
took over as Superintendent of the Academy, and he
had it established as part of the regular curriculum
beginning in the late 40’s.

George E. Dexter, Col. (Ret) was graduated West Point
Military Academy in 1945. Ed

| entered Tulane University in June 1958, completed
my MS in General Psychology with an emphasis on
Social Psychology a year later and reported for duty at
West Point in midsummer,

1959. The Office of Military Psychology and
Leadership (MP&L) taught three subjects to the cadets.
General Psychology was taught to the Yearlings
(sophomores) in the fall semester, and Military
Leadership was taught to the First Classmen (Seniors) in
the spring semester. The other subject, Military
Instructor Training, was primarily taught during summer
military training. We had 15 officer instructors in the
office, all in the grades of captain or major, and all with
an MS in either Psychology or Management. One was a

Marine. We were under the command of a colonel who
was the equivalent of a Department Chair in a civilian
university. All of us except the colonel taught all three
subjects, but for the preparation of instructional
material, we were divided into three teams: Psychology,
Leadership and Military Instructor Training. | was
assigned to the Leadership Team.

There were no adequate texts on the subject of
Military Leadership on the civilian market, so we wrote
our own which were published by the Academy printing
shop. Our basic concept was that across the spectrum
of human endeavors groups of people in a given
situation with a common goal and led by a chosen or
appointed leader are able to achieve the goal. In order
to do this, the leader utilizes the team to manipulate
the situation.

Leadership is learned, largely through experience.
There are no born leaders, and there is no leadership
personality. However, in order to gain the respect of
the group the leader must abide by the values of the
group. For example, the leader of a gang of crooks
must be a crook himself, the leader of a religious group
must abide by the tenants of the followers, and the
leader of soldiers must at times expose himself to the
hardships and dangers faced by his troops. The leader
must also know how to employ the followers in order to
achieve the goal.

The texts that MP&L produced and used for the
leadership instruction of the cadets and their subject
areas are shown below:

Volume |
Part | -- A Concept of Leadership

This covered chapters on: A Usable Concept of
Leadership, The Individual and the Group, The American
Soldier, Interpersonal Communications and Leadership
Behavior.

Part Il -- Management

This covered chapters on The Scope of Management,
Planning, Organizing, Coordinating, Directing,
Controlling and The Future Challenge.

Volume Il
Part Il -- The Management of Men

This covered chapters on: The Nature of Personnel
Management, Motivation and Morale, The Soldier’s Job,
Personnel Training, Evaluating Performance, Promotion
and Separation, Problem Counseling, Group Solidarity
and Esprit.

(continued....)
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Volume lll
Situational Studies

This included chapters on: Leadership Development,
Setting the Example, Creativity and Conformity, Awards
and Punishment. Senior-Subordinate Relations,
Problems in Training, Problems in Combat, Problems in
Cold War and Code of Conduct.

Supplementary Readings

This includes 2 committee reports and 26 articles
written by 2 civilians and 3 lieutenants, 2 captains, 3
majors and 16 General Officers on a variety of
leadership related subjects

During my third year of teaching at West Point | was
appointed chief of the Leadership section of MP&L. In
this role | decided to rewrite the texts used for the
Leadership Course, primarily to update the material. |
farmed out the job among the five of us in the
Leadership Section, and the end product was the texts |
cited above. |, as chief of the section, had to do the
final corrections, so in the process | found myself doing
a lot of thinking about leadership. That is why | feel this
assignment was an important step in my preparation for
command of 2/503.

In the Spring of 1962, | was finishing my tour with
MP&L at West Point and expecting to be promoted to
lieutenant colonel within a few months. | had asked the
Department of the Army to assign me to duty in Europe.
| had not previously been assigned to Europe, and | felt
my chance of commanding a
battalion were best in Europe.
Instead, | received orders to the
1st Special Forces Group on
Okinawa, with TDY enroute to
attend the Special Forces Officers
Course at Ft Bragg, NC. At that
time the only thing | knew about
Special Forces was from an article -
in the New York Times a couple of 1st SFG
months earlier concerning a Special
Forces A Team in the Highlands of South Vietnam
working with indigenous people known as
Montagnards, training them to defend their villages
against VC and NVA attacks and patrolling their areas,
often involving fire fights with VC and NVA troops
passing through the area.

| found the 3 months Special Forces Officer’s Course
at Ft Bragg and my two years with the 1st Special Forces
Group quite fascinating. The primary mission of Special
Forces was to supply and train guerrilla forces operating
in the enemy’s rear areas. In Vietnam in the early 60’s,
US Special Forces conducted counterinsurgency
operations working primarily with indigenous stone age
tribal people, mostly in the Central Highlands fighting

against both VC and NVA in or passing through their
traditional tribal areas.

| commanded a Special Forces company on Okinawa
training teams for six month TDY tours in South Vietnam
training and equipping indigenous forces, leading them
on combat patrols in their area, providing intelligence
to higher headquarters of enemy activities, and helping
the indigenous forces defend their villages against
enemy attacks.

There were three different types of teams in the
Special Forces company. There were twelve A Teams,
each composed of a captain and a lieutenant and ten
enlisted specialists in Infantry Operations, Intelligence,
Light and Heavy Infantry Weapons, Demolitions and
Field Construction, plus two highly trained Radio
Operators and two highly trained Medics capable of
delivering babies and amputating limbs in the field. In
addition there were three B Teams, each commanded
by a major with a S-1, S-2, S-3 & S-4 staff of captains
plus clerks and a lot of radio operators. The B Team
controlled several A Teams in the field. Finally the
Company Headquarters, commanded by a lieutenant
colonel with a staff of majors constituted a C Team
capable of controlling several B Teams in the field.

In the 1st Special Forces Group there were four
companies — A, B, C and D, all of which had about the
same numbers of teams deployed to Vietnam.

A and B Teams received six months of preparatory
training on Okinawa and then were sent to Vietnam for
six month TDY tours. While on TDY they received per
diem. Basically, at any one time the company had four
A Teams and one B Team in Vietnam, four more A
Teams and one B Team were in training on Okinawa to
prepare for Vietham and the remaining four As and one
B, plus the C Team were made up of men who either
had just arrived on Okinawa or had recently returned
from a Vietnam tour. With those remaining people |
had to keep the company trained and ready for
conducting guerrilla operations within the Pacific
Theater should the need arise.

In March 1963 COL Woody Garrett, the Commander
of 1st Special Forces Group, directed me to put together
a planning staff from my C Team and go to South Korea
to work with the South Korean Special Forces Group to
plan and conduct a combined US/South Korean guerrilla
warfare exercise in June in South Korea....

(continued....)
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| was in overall command of the planning group, and
| reported to the G-3, Eighth US Army Headquarters.
Korean members of the planning group came from the
Korean Special Forces Group based at Inchon AFB west
of Seoul. All of their officers spoke English well and had
attended some US Army schools in the US. None of us
spoke Korean!

A squad tent was set up for us at 8th Army
Headquarters in Seoul, and they provided us with
tables, chairs, typewriters, mimeograph machines, etc.
We set about planning the exercise and coordinating
with non-Special Forces agencies, e.g. US Air Force and
South Korean Air Force. Also US Navy because we
planned to infiltrate one US Special Forces A Team by
submarine! The planning took about eight weeks and
went surprisingly smoothly. The plan was approved by
US Eighth Army Headquarters and South Korean Army
Headquarters, and we moved the planning group to
Inchon to be the controlling headquarters for the
exercise. Two A Teams from A Company back on
Okinawa flew up to marshal for the night infiltration
jump that would start the exercise, and another A team
boarded the submarine. The exercise lasted about ten
days. There were glitches but overall it came off pretty
well.

In September 1963, | had the opportunity to visit the
four A Teams and one B Team from A Company that
were deployed to South Vietnam at that time. After
hearing all kinds of stories from A and B Team
Commanders returning from the six months tour in
country, it was great to see what was actually
happening on the ground. | was impressed.

In the Spring of 1964, COL Garrett sent me and my
planning staff to prepare another exercise, this time
with the Thai Special Forces. Again the planning went
quite well, but this time we had some problems with
the USAF, particularly their workhorse transport
aircraft, the C-130. There were insufficient spare parts
in the Pacific theater, and the aircraft were breaking
down. We had three American A Teams which were
scheduled to drop on two different DZ’s several
hundred miles apart. The first team jumped without
problems, but after the jump the jump door jammed
and could not be fully closed. That meant that the pilot
had to fly the airplane at a lower altitude to the second
DZ, and this burned up more gasoline. The pilot was
scheduled to make two passes over the DZ, dropping an
A Team on each pass. However, he was concerned that
he would not have enough gasoline to get back to his
base if he did so. That meant that both teams would
have to jump out of the one good door on one pass!
Luckily there was a pretty long LZ. The jumpers jumped,

there were no serious jump injuries, but it took the
troops until mid-morning to assemble!

| still wanted to command an infantry battalion.
When the 2/503 Battle Group on Okinawa reorganized
to become the 173d Airborne Brigade in 1962 or 1963,
an artillery battalion was added to the brigade
organization. A good friend of mine, Jack Wieiringa,
took command of the battalion. He knew of my interest
in commanding an infantry battalion, and sometime in
the Spring of 1964, probably around the time | got back
from Thailand, he told me that one of the infantry
battalion commanders in the brigade would be leaving
soon. | went to see COL Garrett and asked his
permission to visit BG Williamson, CG of the 173d, and
ask him to give me 14
command of 2/503.
Garrett had commanded
a Ranger Battalion in
World War Il, and he
told me to go ahead. So
| called the 173d and
made an appointment
with Williamson—and
he agreed! Then a
problem came up.
Garrett received orders
to return to the US in
June for a new
assignment. His
replacement, a Colonel Kelly, would not arrive on
Okinawa until August, and | was the ranking lieutenant
colonel in the 1st SFG, so | would have to command the
1st SFG until the replacement arrived. | called
Williamson and told him, and he agreed to hold the
command of 2/503 until the replacement for Garrett
arrived. There was one more hurdle. Would Kelly
release me? The day he and his family arrived, | had
lunch with him and brought up the subject. He said he
would, but he wanted me to stay for two weeks to help
him get his feet on the ground.

After reporting for duty to BG Williamson at the
Brigade Headquarters in the Sukiran American Army
Post on Okinawa on August 17, 1964, | drove over to
Camp Kue, a Quonset hut camp where 2/503 was
based; all but B Company which was billeted in modern
barracks in the Sukiran area.

BG Williamson

(continued....)
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The first thing | needed to do was to get to know the
people | would be working with for at least the next
year. So | drove over to Battalion Headquarters, walked
in and met Major Bill White, the Battalion Executive
Officer and SGM Mish, the S-1, S-2, S-3 and S-4, plus the
senior NCO in each staff section. | also met my driver
and during the rest of the day | visited each company
and met the Company Commander, Executive Officer
and 1st Sergeant. | also had lunch at the Battalion Mess
Hall. This was an organizational change since my last
duty with an Infantry battalion in Korea, 10 years
previously.

L-R: Bill White, Lynn Lancaster & SGM Mish in Ben Cat.
(Photo by George Dexter)

At that time each company had its own mess team.
By 1964, all the mess personnel in the battalion were in
a platoon in HHC, commanded by a Warrant Officer.
However, they were capable of breaking down into
company teams if a company is separated from the
battalion. In this case, B Company was billeted in the
Sukiran area and had its mess team with it, while the
rest of the Battalion at Camp Kue ate in a single mess
building at Kue.

During the next few weeks | came to know all the
Platoon Leaders and Platoon Sergeants in the battalion,
plus the Communications Officer and Communications
Sergeant, Motor Officer and Motor Sergeant, and
eventually the Squad Leaders. Over time | got to know
the Brigade Deputy Commander, COL Duddy, the
Brigade Staff Officers and NCO’s and the other Battalion
Commanders. Shirley White, the wife of the Battalion
X0, took it upon herself to introduce my wife, Katy, to
the battalion officers wives, and Mrs. Williamson took it
upon herself to introduce Katy to other officers wives in
the brigade.

Newlyweds George Dexter with his bride, Katy, in 1949
in Albuquerque, NM when he was serving with
the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project.

Since | left the 5th RCT in 1954, there had been many
changes in the organization of an American infantry
battalion. One company, the Heavy Weapon Company,
had been eliminated. This company consisted of two
machine gun platoons armed with .30 caliber, water-
cooled, tripod-mounted machine guns, a weapon that
had been in the inventory since World War I. The other
platoon of the Heavy Weapons Company was armed
with the 81mm Mortar. The rifle companies
compensated for the loss of firepower from the Heavy
Weapons Company by adding machine guns and
mortars. In Korea the Weapons Platoon of the Rifle
Company had a Section of three machine gun squads,
which fired the .30 caliber, air cooled, tripod mounted
machine guns. On Okinawa each Rifle Platoon had a
Weapon Squad armed with two 7.62mm air cooled,
shoulder mounted machine guns based on the German
MG 43 which was considered to be the best machine
gun of WWII. So the Rifle Company went from three to
six machine guns with a better weapon. As for mortars,
the Rifle Company went from having three 60mm
mortars in Korea to having four 8l mm mortars on
Okinawa, a much more powerful weapon. It was also a
much heavier weapon, which often meant that it could
not easily be hand carried through jungle, swampy or
hilly terrain.

(continued....)
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The Rifle Squads in Korea were the same as World company training, battalion training and battalion Army

War Il with 11 men—Squad Leader, Assistant Squad Training Tests, all over a period of about five or six
Leader, 2 Scouts, Browning Automatic Rifleman and months. In addition, in late October the brigade would
Assistant, and five Riflemen. On Okinawa they were still conduct a training jump on Taiwan, followed by a week-
eleven men but now composed of a Squad Leader and long training exercise on the Island. My S-3 in 2/503
two Fire Teams with a Team Leader, Grenadier and had for a while been my company S-3 with the 1st
three Riflemen each. The Squad and Team Leaders and Special Forces Group before he had transferred to the
Riflemen carried M-14 Rifles, which were based on the 173d about a year previously. | knew what to expect
M-1 Rifle of World War Il and Korea, but | didn’t think from him and he knew what to expect from me.

were much of an improvement over the M-1. The -

Grenadiers carried the M-79 Grenade Launcher which | s

looked like a large caliber sawed-off shotgun and fired K
a projectile about an inch and a half in diameter on a
high trajectory that exploded on contact.

The Headquarters Company went through the
greatest change. In Korea, besides the Headquarters,
the company had a Communications Platoon, a
Medical Platoon, a Reconnaissance Platoon mounted
in jeeps, a Motor Section and a Pioneering and
Ammunition Platoon. This platoon was mounted in
2% Ton Trucks, carried a basic load of ammunition
for the battalion with it, and was capable of field
engineering such as repairing roads and constructing
makeshift fords or bridges. In Vietnam the Pioneering
and Ammunition Platoon was eliminated, the
Communications, Medical and Reconnaissance
Platoons were retained, and a 4.2 inch Mortar
Platoon, an Antitank Platoon with 75mm recoilless
rifles mounted on jeeps and a Night Vision Section were
added. The 4.2 inch Mortar Platoon added significantly
to the battalion’s firepower, but were even less mobile
than the 81mm mortars. They were often set up with
Brigade Headquarters while the battalion was moving
cross country, then flown in by helicopter to help
defend the perimeter at night. As for the Antitank
Platoon, since the VC had no armor, the question came
up as to whether we should take them to Vietnam. It
was decided to leave them back on Okinawa but bring
the jeeps and troops. They were used a lot for defense
of the Battalion CP in the field.

The mission of the 173d was as Strategic Reserve for
the Pacific Theater. As such, one rifle company had to
be on standby, ready to load on aircraft on short notice,
fly to a given destination and conduct a combat jump if
necessary. As part of this standby the company’s
vehicles plus ammunition had to be packed for heavy
drop. This responsibility was rotated among the six rifle
companies in the brigade-three in 2/503 and 3 in 1/503.

| arrived at just the right time as far as training was
concerned. As with the 508th Abn RCT at Ft Benning
and the 3d Bn, 5th RCT in Korea, | arrived as the unit ,
was preparing to undergo a complete training cycle. a 2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter | Sept.-Oct. 2016 - Issue 69
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2/503 Sky Soldiers donning their parachutes at Kadena for
training jump. (Photo by George Dexter)

Camp Kue was within a few miles of Kadena AFB
where we loaded for all parachute jumps, and the drop
zone was only about five miles beyond Kadena. There
was an open field at Kue available for close-in training,
ceremonies and athletics, but for field training we had
to go north by truck about an hour (maximum speed
limit on Okinawa was 30 mph) to what was called the
Northern Training Area, adjacent to Camp Harrison,
home of a USMC division. There were also firing ranges
here. Overall it was an excellent field training area, but
the 173d had to coordinate its use with the Marines and
the 1st Special Forces Group.

| went over the training schedule in detail when it
came out each week and selected classes or field
activities | wanted to visit for each company. From this |
built up a personal schedule for the week, including
meetings already scheduled, visits to barracks, the
Motor Pool, the Aid Station, Brigade Headquarters,
other battalion commanders, etc.

(continued....)



At this time (fall 1964) Vietnam was not a hot issue.
The only Americans involved were the Special Forces
and their Montagnard troops who had occasional fire
fights with the VC/NVA, with US Army Advisors to South
Vietnamese Army units, USAF fighter crews providing
tactical air support to ARVN troops and US Army
helicopter crews providing logistical support. |1 don’t
specifically recall how we got our world news on
Okinawa at that time, other than Armed Forces Radio
and Television. We probably got newspaper coverage
from Stars and Stripes. You will recall that our two
previous wars—WW!II and Korea—were kicked off by
specific acts of aggression — against us at Pearl Harbor in
WWII and by a deliberate full scale invasion of South
Korea by North Korea in the Korean War. Nothing of
this scale had as yet happened in Vietnam. The US was
concerned about the political instability of the country
after the assassination of President Diem in the fall of
1963, but the North Vietnamese were not yet ready to
capitalize on this, and there was little enthusiasm in the
US for our getting involved in a shooting war at that
time.

The best training the battalion received during the
Fall of 1964 was Operation Sky Soldier on Taiwan in
October. This involved a flight from Okinawa to Taiwan,
a brigade jump and a five day cross country offensive
against an imaginary enemy. Most of our jumps on
Okinawa were “pay jumps” without weapons or
equipment. We had done so much training in the
Northern Training Area on Okinawa that we knew the
terrain pretty well. For Sky Soldier we jumped with our
rifles and packs. Our machine guns, 81mm mortars and
radios were packed in equipment bags attached to our
harnesses below our packs or in door bundles which
were attached to a parachute and shoved out the door
ahead of the jumpers. Some jeeps and trailers, and |
think the 4.2“ mortars, were rigged for heavy drops.

The jump involved most of the brigade—2 Infantry
battalions, the Artillery battalion, the Armored Cavalry
Company and the Brigade Headquarters for sure. |1 am
not sure how much of the Tank Company, Headquarters
Company, and Support Battalion jumped and how many
were flown to an airfield to unload, but overall at least
2,000 troopers of the brigade jumped.

On the evening of October 23 the brigade assembled
in their barracks at Camp Kue and Sukiran, drew their
weapons, blank ammunition and rations and packed
their packs, then proceeded to pack equipment bags
and parachute bundles. Around midnight trucks arrived
and the troops and their equipment were loaded on the
trucks and proceeded in convoy to Kadena AFB. The
Rigger truck was already there. The troopers
dismounted from the trucks, unloaded, formed up,

dropped their gear and proceeded to draw their
parachutes, put them on, attached individual weapons
and equipment bags, were inspected by the
Jumpmaster and loaded onto the aircraft.

It was a long fight. We arrived over the DZ in mid-
morning. The DZ was too small to jump everyone on
one pass, even though we were using two doors, so
only half of us jumped on the first pass. | was on the
first pass and immediately noted that the winds were
up and troopers were being dragged down the DZ. My
first thought was, “It’s Exercise Longhorn all over
again!” 1t wasn’t that bad, and we only had a few jump
casualties. | was dragged a couple of hundred yards
before collapsing my chute. But the decision was made
by General Williamson and the Air Force Commander to
cancel the second pass, and half of the battalion flew
back to Okinawa to repeat the whole process the next
day.

2/503 troopers exiting aircraft. (Photo by George Dexter)

The weather the next day was beautiful and the drop
came off without a hitch, except for a few heavy drop
items which got rather bent up!

We jumped in the vicinity of Kung Kuan Military Air
Base northwest of Taipei. After assembling and
capturing an initial objective, we were moved by truck
convoy through the city, dismounted and continued the
exercise to the south for several days through rolling
country of scattered woodlands and farms. The second
day of the exercise we started the day with a river
crossing, about 100 yards across but only waist deep.
We had to share the water with some water buffalo,
and our troops were a little leery as to how friendly
they were. They ignored us!

(continued...)
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Throughout that day we were subject to mock air
attacks, something that had not been incorporated into
our training previously. We were also subjected to
interference with our radio networks, requiring us to
switch to alternate channels frequently. Overall we
passed through a variety of terrain that we were not
familiar with, no one got lost and we responded quickly
and effectively to changes of missions and situations. |
really felt that the battalion performed well.

“Hammer Jackson” — Charlie Company’s 1SGT Desmond
Jackson during Operation Sky Soldier in Taiwan.
(Photo by John Taylor, B/2/503)

The exercise had begun on a Monday and terminated
around noon on Friday, when we moved by foot down
onto the western coastal plain of the island to an Air
Force base where we bivouacked and spent a day
cleaning up. Then on Sunday we were flown back to
Okinawa.

By the end of 1964, the situation in South Vietnam
was deteriorating. In the summer of that year two
North Vietnamese divisions had been identified in the
Highlands. In December a significant battle occurred in
an area about 50 miles east of Saigon along the La Nga
River. Under the peace agreement between the French
and the Viet Minh in 1954, after the defeat of the
French at Dien Bien Phu, those residents of North
Vietnam who did not wish to live under the Communists
were allowed to immigrate to South Vietnam, and many
of them were settled in the La Nga River valley area.
The South Vietnamese Army 10th Division was moved in

to this area and assigned responsibility for the
protection of these settlers. In Oriental culture Number
1is the best and Number 10 is the worst. The 10th
Division had a reputation for being Number 10. In
December of 1964, the Viet Cong in the La Nga area had
built up enough to challenge the 10th Division in a
battle that lasted several days and resulted in the 10th
being driven out of the area, and the Communists
taking over.

In South Vietnam at that time American personnel
stationed in the Saigon area were allowed to have their
dependents with them. Shortly after the beginning of
1965, in view of the deteriorating security situation, a
decision was made by Washington to evacuate all
dependents and send them back to the United States.
In early January the 173d Airborne Brigade was alerted
to prepare to go to Saigon to provide security for the
evacuation. We went through the drill of preparing all
the troops and their equipment for deployment to a
potential combat zone. In the end we didn’t go.
Apparently ARVN was able to provide the security, and
the evacuation came off peacefully. But after that we
filled up to full strength in personnel and got all new
equipment, including the M-16 Rifle.

The M-16 was a great improvement over the heavier
rifles we had in World War I, Korea and after Korea. It
fired a smaller caliber bullet at a greater velocity and
was significantly lighter. It was basically semi-automatic
—reloaded after each shot, allowing a shot to be fired
every time the trigger was pulled. But it was also
capable of short bursts of automatic fire—continuous
fire as long as the trigger was pulled back. With the
smaller and thus lighter ammunition, a soldier could
carry a lot of ammo. However, we did not get new
radio models and were still using the Korean War
versions of infantry back-pack and hand-held radios.

After New Year’s 1965, the battalion conducted
several weeks of battalion-level training, culminating in
late February/early March in a two-day Battalion Army
Training Test (ATT) conducted by PHILRYCOM
(Philippine/Ryukyu Command). This was basically the
same test | prepared and conducted for the battalions
of the 508th Abn RCT at Benning in 1952, and which the
3d Battalion 5th RCT underwent in Korea in 1954
involving the daylight preparation of a defensive
position, a night withdrawal and a daylight attack with
live ammunition the next morning.

(continued...)

a 2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter [ Sept.-Oct. 2016 - Issue 69

Page 42 of 100



To prepare for the test | conducted a series of
seminars on defense, withdrawal and attack with the
company commanders and staff officers. In these |
emphasized what is known as Troop Leading
Procedures. These are the actions of a commander
from the time he receives a warning order from his next
higher commander that the next higher unit will
conduct a defense/withdrawal/attack at a particular
time and place until the operation actually begins. It
includes sending out a warning order to his own troops,
selecting who will accompany him to receive the order
for the operation, receiving the order, conducting a
map and physical reconnaissance of the area in which
his troops will be operating, deciding how he will deploy
his troops, selecting a place to issue his order to his
subordinate commanders, sending back a message to
his subordinate commanders notifying them of the time
and place the order for the operation will be given.
Also, he directs that troops begin moving into assembly
areas or attack positions to get ready for the operation.

| also took the company commanders and staff
officers on a reconnaissance of the Northern Training
area where | assumed the ATT would be conducted.
The spine of the island, a ridgeline with hillocks, ran
northeast to southwest within a few hundred feet of
the western boundary of the training area. It was
obvious that the defense phase of the test would take
place along the spine, and that the night withdrawal
would pull back off the spine to the east. There were
paths off the spine going east but not too many and
steep in places. There was shrubbery on the hillocks.
As for the attack phase, it could be anywhere. Once off
the spine, the country was largely rolling grasslands
with occasional roads and paths, cut by seasonal
streambeds with thick vegetation.

The ATT took place in early March and basically came
off quite well, with one glitch. In the attack phase A
Company was attacking north through rolling grasslands
when it came upon a streambed with very thick
vegetation, and it took them a very long time to get
through. Two weeks later we had a second ATT, for
Airborne Infantry Battalions. Tactically it was pretty
simple -- a jump into a DZ, assembly and an attack to
seize a nearby objective. It came off with no glitches.

Sometime in late winter of 1965, the Viet Cong
launched a mortar attack on the air base at Pleiku in the
South Vietnamese Highlands, killing several American
personnel and damaging a significant number of
helicopters operating out of the base. This was an
obvious sign that the Viet Cong would attack Americans
in SVN who were supporting the South Vietnamese
military effort. In early March the US Marine Division
on Okinawa was deployed to South Vietnam and

stationed in the vicinity of Da Nang in the northern part
of the country. Then in mid-April the 173d Airborne
Brigade was alerted to move to South Vietnam on May
5 for a “Temporary Change of Station”. So 2/503 began
packing up our equipment, deciding what we would
leave behind on Okinawa and what would go with us
and began the processing necessary prior to deploy-
ment to a combat zone. Since this Temporary Change
of Station seemed to indicate that we would be
returning to Okinawa, our families were able to stay on
Okinawa in their government quarters for the time
being.

In late April General Williamson and the battalion
commanders flew to Saigon for two days of briefings on
our mission and a reconnaissance of the area near Bien
Hoa Air Base to which we would be deployed. The main
thing | remember about that trip was that it was very
hot in Vietham. April and May are at the peak of the
dry season. Most of the trees lose their leaves at that
time, leaving little shade from the pitiless sun. We were
flown to Bien Hoa by Huey helicopter and flew over the
area northeast of the Air Base where we would be
deployed.

Our movement to Vietnam was classified Secret until
the evening of May 4 when it was broadcast on Armed
Forces Television that the 173d would be deployed from
Okinawa to South Vietnam. | was then able to tell Katy
and the kids that we were leaving that night but were
supposed to return sometime in the future.

That night the 173d Abn Bde with most of its
equipment loaded on C-130 transport aircraft at Naha
Air Base on Okinawa and took off for South Vietnam
sometime after midnight. 1/503 landed at Vung Tau, a
resort city on the coast downriver some fifty miles from
Saigon. 2/503, along with the rest of the brigade,
landed at dawn at Bien Hoa Airbase about 20 miles
northeast of Saigon. BG Williamson, who had flown in
earlier, was there on the tarmac to greet us.

Men of the 2/503 arrive Bien Hoa AB. (Photo by George Dexter)

(continued...)

m 2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter [ Sept.-Oct. 2016 - Issue 69
— Page 43 of 100



U.S. Ambassador Maxwell Taylor welcomes LTC George
Dexter to Vietnam as General Williamson looks on.

After unloading our personnel and equipment we
were loaded on Army trucks and taken to our first
positions. Our mission was to protect Bien Hoa Air Base
from ground or mortar attacks from the northeast. Our
position was some five or more kilometers from the
perimeter of the air field, which was provided close in
security by Air Police. We dug in to a perimeter defense
and began aggressive patrolling of our sector, mostly at
night.

We were in what had once been a rubber plantation,
but the trees had matured and were cut down a few
years previously. There was no shade during the day,
and the troops were digging their positions. Across a
road along our northern perimeter was some
shrubbery, and the troops cut sticks that they could use
to prop up their ponchos to provide shade while
digging. Also the brigade Engineer Company opened up
a water hole where the companies could send a
truckload of water cans to be filled. They also set up
showers, and a schedule for the companies to send
their men.

After about three days someone up the line decided
it was time to get the troops out of the sun. We moved
the battalion into a live and producing rubber
plantation about a kilometer east of our former
position. This was a wonderful improvement. There
was room under the trees for the whole battalion. The
three rifle companies and Headquarters Company
deployed on the four sides of the plantation and began
digging their foxholes a few meters inside the tree line
and erecting their pup tents a short distance back from
the foxholes. Mess hall tents and the company and
battalion CP’s filled up the middle of the rectangle.

At the time we arrived in Vietnam it was our
understanding that our mission was to provide security
for critical installations while ARVN was to take the
offensive against the VC. | don’t think this plan lasted a

&y

. week after we arrived, and General Williamson
began preparing us to take the offensive against
the VCin jungle terrain. This primarily involved
learning how to navigate through jungle,
maintain contact with each other and deploy
and control our fires and the fires of supporting
weapons—mortars, artillery, helicopter gunships
and tactical air support by both the South
Vietnamese Air Force and the US Air Force.

East of our base camp in the rubber trees
was a primary jungle which extended for some
10 kilometers. Beginning on the Monday after
we moved into our new camp, General
Williamson directed that we send our rifle
squads into the jungle for a distance of about four
kilometers and return. They were to do this strictly by
compass and not follow any trails. On their return they
would note how far they were from their starting point
and thus how good their navigation by compass had
been. The next day this was repeated for rifle squads,
but going farther. For the next two days this process
was repeated for rifle platoons.

During this same week the companies spent their
afternoons loading and unloading choppers and got
their first helicopter rides. The company officers and
NCO’s learned how to break down their units into
helicopter loads, how to line the loads up along the field
for pickup, how to load the choppers and how to unload
them at the landing area. Actually airmobile operations
are really quite simple compared to airborne
operations, and our paratroopers took to them like
ducks to water. On the last day of that week, each
company conducted a tactical move through the entire
ten kilometers of the jungle, emerging on the other
side, where they were picked up by helicopters and
flown back to base camp. We were now ready to
conduct tactical operations against the VC.

Colonel George E. Dexter commanded the 2nd
Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne
Brigade (Sep), from 1964 on Okinawa, until February
1966, when during Operation Phoenix he nearly lost
his life to severe wounds in combat. Colonel Dexter is
retired and lives in Albuquerque, NM.

We thank the Colonel for this historical report and
have invited him to write about our battalion’s
activities from May through December 1965, to appear
in a future issue of our newsletter, and to which he has
agreed. Ed
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On Being Airborne

As we all likely do on occasion, | reflect on my time
as a paratrooper in the army. It was in the heat of
summer in ’65, when | somehow made it thru jump
school, while many others couldn’t or wouldn’t
complete the course, often giving up on those long and
tortuous runs around the Benning grounds; and the
250’ tower would cause pause with others who would
take their leave to lower elevations, plus the Black Hats
scaring the bejesus out of many young lads, would send
them packing to a Leg unit somewhere for which they
were more suited with their feet firmly planted on the
ground. And I'll remember Nelson, an ‘old’ guy, 30
years old, who returned to the army and wanted to be a
trooper, tho his “old” and out-of-shape body had other
ideas....but we’d grab him by the arms and get him thru
those runs, singing Airborne, all the way! Airborne,
ev’ry day! ... and even louder and standing taller as we
ran past the OCS barracks. Nelson did earn his wings.

There’s something special about being a U.S. Army
Paratrooper, something we all felt back then and still
feel inside today, even tho most of us are now more
Chairborne. You know what I’'m talking about...and
those who are not troopers will never quite know.

A good buddy from A/2/503 RVN, a retired Top
Sergeant, who spent the balance of his career in a Leg
unit once said, “I’'m proud to be ex-Airborne.” |
interrupted him, “Top, you’re not ‘ex-Airborne’, you
were a paratrooper then, you are now, and you will
forever be Airborne!” He said, “Yeah, | guess you’re
right.” Damn right, I'm right! Those wings we keep in
a drawer or have given to a spouse, grandson or
granddaughter weren’t a gift to us, they were hard
earned, and you troopers reading this know all too well
what it took for you to earn your wings.

We stood tall, we were strac and brash, and every
one of us will forever be a paratrooper -- even after our
final jump. AATFW! Ed

All The Way, Sir!

A Few 2/503 Blast-Ready Paratroopers + One
f — y
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The Origin of the VA
Motto

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address

>

r

-

“As the nation braced itself for the final throes of the
Civil War, thousands of spectators gathered on a muddy
Pennsylvania Avenue near the U.S. Capitol to hear
President Lincoln’s second inaugural address. It was
March 4, 1865, a time of great uneasiness. In just over
one month, the war would end and the president would
be assassinated.

President Lincoln framed his speech on the moral
and religious implications of the war; rhetorically
guestioning how a just God could unleash such a
terrible war upon the nation. ‘If we shall suppose that
American slavery is one of those offenses in the
providence of God, ... and that He gives to both North
and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by
whom the offenses came.’

With its deep philosophical insights, critics have
hailed the speech as one of Lincoln’s best.

As the speech progressed, President Lincoln turned
from the divisive bitterness at the war’s roots to the
unifying task of reconciliation and reconstruction. In
the speech’s final paragraph, the president delivered his
prescription for the nation’s recovery:

‘With malice toward none, with charity
for all, with firmness in the right as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive on to
finish the work we are in, to bind up the
nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall
have borne the battle and for his widow,
and his orphan, to do all which may
achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace among ourselves and with all
nations.’

With the words, “To care for him who shall have
borne the battle and for his widow, and his orphan,”
President Lincoln affirmed the government’s obligation
to care for those injured during the war and to provide
for the families of those who perished on the
battlefield.

Today, a pair of metal plaques bearing those words
flank the entrance to the Washington, D.C. head-
quarters of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). VA
is the federal agency responsible for serving the needs
of veterans by providing health care, disability
compensation and rehabilitation, education assistance,
home loans, burial in a national cemetery, and other
benefits and services.

Lincoln’s immortal words became the VA motto in
1959, when the plaques were installed, and can be
traced to Sumner G. Whittier, administrator of what
was then called the Veterans Administration. A
document on VA medical history prepared for the
congressional Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
titled, ‘To care for him who shall have borne the battle,”
details how the words became VA’s motto. He
(Whittier) worked no employee longer or harder than
himself to make his personal credo the mission of the
agency. What was that credo? Simply the words of
Abraham Lincoln, ‘to care for him who shall have borne
the battle and for his widow, and his orphan.” To
indicate the mission of his agency’s employees, Mr.
Whittier had plaques installed on either side of the
main entrance.

President Lincoln’s words have stood the test of
time, and stand today as a solemn reminder of VA’s
commitment to care for those injured in our nation’s
defense and the families of those killed in its service.”

But now, (again) there is movement about to
disband the VA, to shutter the doors of VA healthcare
facilities nationwide, and to put asunder and undue
the president’s words and commitment, “to care for
him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow,
and his orphan.”

In Issue 68, Page 58, of our newsletter, is a report
detailing what some hope to see happen. This same
movement would call for veterans to be provided
healthcare in the private sector....but, is that what
veterans want?

We posed this question to some of our 2/503 Sky
Soldier buddies. Following are their views on the
matter. Ed
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Privatization of the VA?

To: 2/503 Buddies

Gentlemen:

There’s movement afoot by some politicians and
others to privatize healthcare for veterans and calling
for shuttering of VA healthcare facilities. Please send in
your thoughts, pro or con, about this possibility for
inclusion in our next 2/503d Vietnam Newsletter.

Thanks, and ATW!! Ed

2/503 Sky Soldiers Speak Out
About The ‘Secret’ Move To
Privatize VA Healthcare

Great issue. So much information.
Good job! We must stop
privatization of the VA. A scheme
to line pockets of the R's donors. |
am extremely satisfied with the
care | receive from the VA.

James Allen Jackson
B/2/503, 65'-66'

I’'m totally against privatizing....
we can hold the government to
accountability. But, if a private
company goes bankrupt or acts
against our best interests, we are
fucked. We served our country and
our government owes us the respect
to live up to their end of the agreement....we lived up to
our part. Hope my answer is a part of the majority.

Former Paratrooper and DAV.

Steve Goodman
B/2/503

This is an attempt to dump Tricare into Obamacare.
Once again trying to screw the Vets.
Ed Fleming, SGM (Ret) USA
2/503

That is only so they can shift blame and responsibility
to an entity not answerable to elected officials. When
care becomes even worse than now the ones in
government deny any involvement. Much the way that
intelligence and police use Cls (confidential informants)
for deniability and reduced risk to themselves and
trained officers.

Kenneth Parrett
A/2/503

From my personal experience, |
have struggled with the service that
the VA offers. | truly believe they
automatically assume that all
Disabled Veterans are homeless and
unemployed. The way they treat
me and disrespect the fact that | have
a full time job, a home, and live 4 hours away is
borderline embarrassing. Not to mention, the clinics at
the VA Hospital in West LA are only open certain days of
the week. So the chances of stacking appointments for
a day trip to the VA with 8 hours of driving is almost
impossible. This is due to the fact that the clinics aren't
even open on the same days. This has been very
frustrating and | have not been able to get some of the
treatments | need because it is so difficult to schedule
them. | have even requested multiple times to use the
Veteran's Choice Program. The resounding answer is,
"Sure, but you have to come here anyway if you want
it." This is unacceptable and invalidates the need for a
program like VCP.

So, on that note, | do want Veteran care to be
privatized. | want to be able to choose when and where
| go to get the treatment | need. Not only the
treatment | need, but to be treated with respect when |
walk into a clinic or doctor’s office and not treated like
scum of the earth. | don't want to have to drive 8 hours
in a day just for a 1 hour appointment that is only for
making MORE appointments. It's insanity. Shut down
the substandard, broken down VA Clinics and Hospitals,
offer private insurance and truly give veterans quality
care and service within their communities that they
deserve.

Just my thoughts. Thanks.

Jonathan "Jonny" Benton
Ret SSG, US Army
2 PLT, C Co, 2/503, 173rd ABN (2007-2009)

| have been in the system for
about 10 years now and my
experience has exceeded my
expectations. | have been taken
care of by Bay Pines and now the | &5
Asheville, NC system. Between my '.&.'# f&’ ;
heart disease and PTSD every day is
interesting but | know when there is a medical issue |
feel confident | will have great service here in Asheville.

Steven Haber
C/2/503

(continued....)
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| live in the San Antonio, TX area. | have never had

any delays is getting service connected appointments or
treatment. Can not speak for others in this area or non-
service connected treatment needs. Therefore, |
support an area privatization plan for those
communities where the backload for VA treatment does
not meet the needs of our veterans.

Earl Steck

D/2/503

| have been using private care through the Choice
program now for over a year and it has worked out very
good. I still go to VA for some services as | was given
that choice. | can now see PCP within 24 hours with no
problem. But also it took over three years to get
approved.

Joe Lucero
CO HHC/E/2/503

My answer is quick and easy. If
it ain’t broke don’t fix it. | don’t
know where all these guys are
dying standing in line etal. My VA
service is great since 1974.

Ed Privette, Maj. (Ret)
HHC/2/503

| recently went to the White River
Junction VA facility for a fairly routine
exam. While there, larger problems
revealed themselves; problems that
had to be addressed expeditiously.
Fortunately, WRJ works hand-in-hand
with Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center. My entire operation, rehabilitation, and in-
home nursing was done completely outside the VA
system...and | couldn’t have asked for better care. VA
picked up the tab; soup-to-nuts.

In MY recent experience, semi-privatization can be a
very good thing (D-H has a superb cardio-vascular
team).

| must add, however, that ALL of my VA care has
been exemplary.

In my reading, there was a call for extending the VA
treatment system to include out-of-the-system health
care...AND there is a call for complete privatization. |
view them as different issues and should be treated as
such.

CERTAINLY, the subject should be open to thoughtful
discussion in The Newsletter.

There; my thoughts. Airborne.

Barry Salant
D/2/503

| do not know which way to go
on this as | now get good service
at the Richmond, Va. VA Hospital.
Graham Rollings
HHC/C/2/503

| think it is a double edged sword. It might be good
because you might be able to get seen faster by a
provider near you plus you might not have to drive as
far to the nearest VA facility. The other side is how are
they going to get the documentation in the system. You
will have multiple outside organizations going into one
system. (Assuming that they would develop one so that
the private organizations can access it). It's worth a try
in my book if it is faster care for us vets!

David Cavataio
C/2/503

| think it would be a good idea to give Vets a choice
so they could go to VA or opt for private.
Thanks.
David O. Beal
Formerly 1Lt, Co A 2BN 503rd INF 69-70

It's about time. Yes.
George Sutherland
C/2/503, E/1/503

| would venture to say that those politicians are
incorrect. The private medical field is already
overburdened with patients, especially in Florida. To
close all VA facilities, let go all the staff, and then expect
conditions to get better would be unlikely. The VA staff
are fine, there just isn't enough of them. My clinic staff
is working evenings and Saturdays to keep up.

Thanks,

Roger Whittenbrook
C/2/503

“The United States has the most comprehensive
system of assistance for Veterans of any nation in
the world, with roots that can be traced back to
1636, when the Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony were
at war with the Pequot Indians. The Pilgrims
passed a law that stated that disabled soldiers
would be supported by the colony.” (VA)

(continued....)
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Let's privatize our VA health care as an option to the
VA system. VA should cover cost of service connected
health care. The veteran should be able to opt out of
VA system for specific treatments. It's a 2 hour drive,
one way to Dallas VA if you leave at 4am to avoid traffic
jams. All that for a 10am appointment that might be
canceled when you get there because the specialist you
have to see called in sick.

Paul Richards
B/2/503

CON! One of the worst ideas
I've heard this year.
Bob Warfield, Maj. (Ret)
HHC/A/B/2/503

Just read your email. Haven't
been on-line lately. Let us know how
the pros and cons worked out. |
know it's late but just sending my
thoughts anyway.

My experience with the VA has
been great. They see me when |
need to see them. The doctors and
nurses seem to care about whatever my problem might
be and | get to see a specialist when | need to. The wait
time is great compared to the local hospital here in
Greensboro. To privatize the VA Healthcare would
mean waiting months for an appointment, being run
through the current local system like a machine, and
dealing with a system that expects a doctor to spend no
more than 15 minutes per patient. The VA in Salisbury
does a great job.

Virgil Lamb
C/2/503

| don't believe that to be a
good thing at all. It would be a
business based on profit and loss.
We would all eventually be too old
for a particular procedure to be
cost effective. | could rattle on
but won't. It seems that most of
the staff at Indianapolis care.

David Maxey
HHC/B/2/503

Not in favor, just another way for the politicians to
screw the veterans. Vote Trump for any chance to save
this country. Any debates get back to me.

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY.

Bob Baker, A/2/503

While our government is doing a rather weak job of
performing this important function, some tasks are
better left to the federal government. It would be
interesting to get a feel for the costs if it were
privatized, however. Thanks!

Sgt. Mike Armstrong
C Co., 2nd Bat/503rd

Of course we all want the most
efficient system possible. If someone
has a plan that provides better care,
is cheaper, and/or faster, let’s look
atit. My concern is that | am not
convinced that any change would
be an improvement for the Veteran.
| would have to be convinced. Any change must be
debated openly. An overriding principal must be “do no
harm.” No Veteran will have his/her benefits reduced.
All details of any change must be known ahead of the
change. We cannot let Congress pass something and
read it later.

I’'m sure you will keep us informed. Thanks.

Joe Day
C/2/503, ‘67

Bad idea—the VA is best system for Vets!!
Tom Dooley, LTC (Ret)
B/2/503

Negative on privatization re: VA
Don Yeager

D/2/503
6/68 - 6/69

“Later, the Continental Congress of 1776
encouraged enlistments during the Revolutionary
War, providing pensions to disabled soldiers. In
the early days of the Republic, individual states
and communities provided direct medical and
hospital care to Veterans. In 1811, the federal
government authorized the first domiciliary and
medical facility for Veterans. Also in the 19th
century, the nation's Veterans assistance program
was expanded to include benefits and pensions
not only for Veterans, but for their widows and
dependents.” (VA)

(continued....)

m 2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter [ Sept.-Oct. 2016 - Issue 69

Page 49 of 100



Other than red tape | haven't
had too much problem with the VA.
But there is the problem with them —
red tape. The medical folks do their
job very well. And there are many
excellent non-VA medical personnel
who can treat our vets. It's the red
tape that is killing vets. Even with the Choice Program
you have to muddle through VA red tape.

We need to allow vets to go to a doctor of choice
without any red tape and have the VA pay for the
doctors services without a multitude of restrictions.
This will lessen the burden on the VA medical services,
which will, in turn, shorten waiting times. As the VA
and vets find competency in using non-VA doctors and
hospitals, the government can reduce the size of the VA
medical structure saving taxpayer dollars. It's a process
that needs to be done with care, focusing on the health
of every vet, which is paramount.

It will take time to perfect an effective system, and
mistakes will be made and corrected. But it needs to be
done. Working in government my whole working
career, I've learned if you want something done
inefficiently, let the government do it. The VAis a
socialist institution and socialism, generally, doesn't
work.

Airborne!

Charles (Andy) Anderson, Major, USAF (Ret)
C/2/503

This is a tough one. Of course
I've read and seen the stories
concerning the VA health system.

My own personal experience
with the VA in the Boston area has
been first rate. Appointments are
easily gotten. Both myself and the
doctor or staff (example hearing aid clinic) have been on
time. | have been to both the Bedford clinic and the
hospital in downtown Boston.

My private cardiologist teaches at Harvard and aside
from being arrogant, seems no better than the VA
doctors.

| have yet to access the VA here in Texas, so we'll
see. Besttoyou,

Jim Robinson
B 2/503

| think veterans need access
to both, to insure proper diagnosis
and treatment in a timely manner.
BDQ Roy
Roy Lombardo, LTC (Ret)
CO B/2/503

VA care has been broken for a
long time but is gradually being
fixed. Junking the current system
and starting with a new setup would
most likely exacerbate the existing
shortfalls. What would happen to
the VA facilities?

Some of the more recent initiatives have allowed
Veterans to access doctors outside the VA facilities with
costs covered by VA. The system is a long way from
perfect but | believe at least in the Charleston VA area
that improvements are being made.

Ken Smith, Col. (Ret)
COA/D/2/503

It's a bit of a broad question
without having the exact details of
the program. In my own experience
with the VA, | have had very good
fortune getting appointments when
| truly need them. Urgent care for
colds and minor injuries has always
been good. Larger issues take a while to get through all
the hoops but it would be the same outside the VA.
Having blood draw, urinalysis, X Ray, MRI, pharmacy
and primary care all in one place is great.

My biggest issue with the VA now is getting
specialized care outside the system. The whole process
slows down when a private vendor needs to arrange
care from a private physician. At least at the VA there is
a patient care advocate to talk to with problems in
obtaining care and, as we have seen, administrators can
be held accountable for problems in getting care.

Based on my personal experience privatizing the VA
would be a disaster. We would just be trading one
bureaucracy for another. Instead of having a care group
dedicated to the needs of veterans we would become
just another group seeking care from the private sector
physicians.

Gary “Kraut” Kuitert, Recon 2/503

“Following the Civil War, many state Veterans homes
were established. Since domiciliary care was available
at all state Veterans homes, incidental medical and
hospital treatment was provided for all injuries and
diseases, whether or not of service origin. Indigent
and disabled Veterans of the Civil War, Indian Wars,
Spanish-American War, and Mexican Border period, as
well as the discharged regular members of the Armed
Forces, received care at these homes.” (VA)

(continued....)
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I've been in the healthcare delivery system for
greater than 40 years, and it is my firm belief that the
private sector can always outperform the government
in the delivery of medical services and with greater
accountability.

"Doc" Ray Camarena
HHC/2/503

It would be a big mistake to privatize. 1am 100% S/C
and | have excellent healthcare insurance between
Medicare and the job | worked. But, | choose the VA for
everything. Are they perfect? No. But the workers for
the most part care and go that extra mile.

Jim Chieco, SGT
E/2/503

Although | am not a big fan of government, to me
this is one case of leave it alone! My experiences with
my local VA for the past 11 years | have been using
them all of the time | would rate on a scale of 0-100 at
about 92. With the exception of a few glitches the
paddy couple of visits it would have been 96-97%
approval. |1 would hate to see them screw it up in this
late stage of my life.

“Doc” Jim Gore
A/B/D/E/2/503

, like others, have heard the ]
horror stories about the VA
healthcare and | am sure some
are true but the experience | have
had with the VA has been ok, just
as good as the private sector for
the most part.

| am not a recent user -- | have been going to the
Loma Linda VA Hospital for approximately 15 years, no
complaints. | am also 100% disabled, whether or not
that has anything to do with it -- | don’t know, but they
take good care of me.

Lyle Webster
B/2/503

| just have to say that | have never seen a politician
press for anything that did not benefit himself or his
friends and contributors. That being said, | believe that
privatization would only benefit select companies and
their administrators, with veterans once again being
used like pawns and losing out in the end by being
shunted aside in favor of bloated fees and salaries for
the bureaucrats.

Sincerely,

Greg Bronsberg
B/2/503, 1969-1970

| think it would be a mistake to
destroy the infrastructure that is
the VA. Veterans health care is as
important as winning wars. We
have hospitals, clinics etc. whose
mission is to heal the veterans.
We have everything needed to
accomplish the mission except management.

Let’s face it folks, if you move an incompetent
manager from say Phoenix to Dallas you have just
moved the problem. A good start is to find retired
senior managers from places like the Mayo Clinic,
Palomar Health, UCLA Medical Center, The Cleveland
Clinic, etc. The list goes on and on.

We have evidence-based competence that put these
medical centers on the map. You can bet that they
never had secret wait lists. They didn't ship
incompetent managers elsewhere in their system.

| know the U.S. has a history of chucking everything
out and starting from scratch. Doesn't matter if there
are other systems in place. NOOOO. We have to have
our own system.

Compare El AL Airlines Security to the TSA. If ever
there was a cluster f--- it is the TSA. Highly restrictive
and totally ineffective.

Just my 2 cents worth. Take what works and chuck
the problems.

Bryan Bowley
B/2/503

In response about our current
VA facilities....leave it the way
itis!!

Thank you,

Mike Guthrie
A/2/503

“As the U.S. entered World War | in 1917,
Congress established a new system of Veterans
benefits, including programs for disability
compensation, insurance for service personnel and
Veterans, and vocational rehabilitation for the
disabled. By the 1920s, three different federal
agencies administered the various benefits: the
Veterans Bureau, the Bureau of Pensions of the
Interior Department, and the National Home for
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.” (VA)

(continued....)
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| have been using the VA
Medical Center here in
Albuquerque for over 20 years
and have been completely
satisfied with it. Prior to that |
used the Air Force clinic at
Kirtland AFB, but they only took
retirees on a space available basis, and it became less
and less available. At the VA | have always been able to
get appointments in a reasonable amount of time, and
my fellow residents at this retirement home where | live
who also use the VA say the same thing.

| suspect that the big flap a couple of years ago
indicates that the demand for VA service was exceeding
what the VA was budgeted to provide.

Originally the VA only treated veterans with a
service-connected disability, and that was usually
determined at discharge from the service. When |
retired | was not given a service connected disability by
the Army, but in view of my combat wounds they
recommended that | go to the VA, which | promptly did,
and they gave me a 70% disability, and | have been
receiving monthly payments from the VA since the day |
retired.

The wars of our country in the 20th and early 21st
century have created millions of veterans who get older
every day and develop disabilities which might be
traceable to their military service in their younger days.
The VA makes that decision, and many are added to the
VA roles daily. | think the VA flap was due either to an
underestimation by the VA of these new patients from
former wars or a failure by Congress to provide what
was requested.

| do not support the privatization of VA medical
services.

George E. Dexter
COL, USA Retired
Bn Cmdr 2/503,9/64 - 2/66

| just returned home from the
DAV convention in Atlanta where
this matter was discussed
extensively. Also, one of the
commission members studying
this issue is a retired DAV
executive. | can assure you that
despite what you've heard privatization of VA health
care will not happen - at least in our lifetime.

Hope this helps. If you want to pursue this further |
can put you in touch with the DAV executive who was a
member of the commission.

“Doc” Rick Patterson
Sr. Medic, A/2/503

Well, the VA sent me a card with
a special ID No., dated June 2016.
I'll take a pic of the front and back
and send it to you. You can publish
it. I'm sure most of us got one from
the VA.

| have mixed feelings about this.
The VA is so slow! The government controlling anything
is weighed down with regulations. Private industry
could run circles around the VA. But | can see private
industry milking the VA system and doing the same.

As the VA will still have control, they will control
what private industry does. They want to make sure
your health care is within your disability each and every
time you need to see a doctor. | don't think this will
happen overnight. There needs to have some
legislation passed. There needs to be an automatic
judgement for the Veteran in question, so the Vet can
get immediate care. This would not be easy to do. It's a
new coming battle. Doc Evalt out.

“Doc” Bob Evalt
B/2/503
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“The first consolidation of federal Veterans
programs took place August 9, 1921, when
Congress combined all World War | Veterans
programs to create the Veterans Bureau. Public
Health  Service Veterans’ hospitals were
transferred to the bureau, and an ambitious
hospital construction program for World War |
Veterans commenced.” (VA)

(continued....)
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This is certainly an idea worth
exploring in my opinion. With the
present VA system, where
administrators continue to get
bonuses after they have been
found gaming the system, after
they have manipulated the system
with wait times and services, plus the apparent inability
to fire them after their egregious behavior, something
needs to change.

Like many government programs and agencies, it
appears to have become politicized and certainly has
become too large to manage. So, maybe the time has
come to explore other options — especially those that
work and work well. For example, look at the Catholic
hospital system.

Quoting Wikipedia, the Catholic Church is “the
largest [non-governmental] provider of health
care services in the world.” How large? “It has around
18,000 clinics . .. and 5,500 hospitals, with 65 percent
of them located in developing countries.” (Considerably
larger than even the VA, and it is worldwide). By one
estimate, the Catholic Church “manages 26 percent of
the world's health care facilities.” Justin the U. S., one
in six hospital beds in our country is located in a
Catholic hospital. In at least thirty communities, the
Catholic hospital is the only hospital in a 35-mile radius.
(This doesn’t even take into account hospitals run by
other Christian bodies such as Baptists, Methodists,
Presbyterians and especially Seventh-Day
Adventists). They all seem to operate with little to no
wait times, in the black, and with excellent healthcare,
and they are considerably larger than the VA system.

The American experiment seems to have normally
operated best with competition. (It keeps us on our
toes and fights our selfish, me-first, sin nature). So, how
come the Christian charitable hospital systems seem to
offer excellent services and the VA seems to continue to
have cost over-runs and questionable service? Maybe
privatized healthcare may at least offer an option to
explore. (As an aside, | would venture that the best
hospitals and healthcare you have in the Central Florida
area is the Florida Healthcare system, which is
Adventist).

Another point: last year | needed a procedure to
remove the plastic tips from my new hearing aids which
came off and were stuck in the ear canals. | went to the
clinic and there is neither equipment nor an ENT in the
entire Jacksonville VA system to remove them. (This is
not brain surgery, you understand). They suggested | go
to Gainesville, and assuming | could actually getinin a
timely manner, etc., it would have been an all day
event. So, | opted to go to a local ER and it was done in

an hour. Of course, it cost me several hundred dollars
out of my pocket, but it was convenient.

So, if the VA system were privatized, it would be
more convenient for more vets who now have to travel
to a VA hospital.

Just a couple of thoughts to your inquiry.

Bless you.

Rev. Ron Smith
B/2/503 & 3/319

I'm totally against privatization
of healthcare for vets. The VA is the
last military benefit that is
exclusively for veterans. The idea
of allowing vets to go to a private
physician when travel distance is a
factor is acceptable because that
would be a benefit "on top" of those benefits that exist
for vets only thru the VA.

Once you open the "Pandora's Box" of private care
the vets will be grouped in and competing with
everyone else (insured, uninsured, illegal aliens etc.
etc.).

Every vet that served our country (combat or not)
has earned, and deserves to have, that exclusive
consideration that all those who have not "paid their
dues" cannot have. To those that say "You veterans
think you're something special," | say you're
G....damned right we are!

Thanks, and ATW!!

Tony Esposito, LTC (Ret)
HHC/C/2/503

“World War | was the first fully mechanized war,
and as a result, soldiers who were exposed to
mustard gas, other chemicals and fumes required
specialized care after the war. Tuberculosis and
neuro-psychiatric hospitals opened to
accommodate Veterans with respiratory or
mental health problems. A majority of existing VA
hospitals and medical centers began as National
Home, Public Health Service, or Veterans Bureau
hospitals. In 1924, Veterans benefits were
liberalized to cover disabilities that were not
service-related. In 1928, admission to the
National Homes was extended to women,
National Guard and militia Veterans.” (VA)

(continued....)
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| see this issue twofold. We all
benefit from having our healthcare in
one place. | live in NM and use the
Albuquerque Hospital. Living 2 hours
away one way is annoying, however, in
many ways it provides consistency of
care and staff understanding of Veteran
issues. A safe haven, if you will.

| also have signed up for the "Choice" program. As a
Nam Veteran I'm aging and as time passes the first
paragraph becomes more difficult to physically manage.
Old soldiers never fade away, they just die. So, to me a
combination of "choice" and your local VA Hospital,
given your ability to manage your health care, is a good
place to tread water for a while in order to design a
PRACTICAL co-existence. Walk, don't run.

For example, | recently went to a local optometrist
through "Choice". They discovered a small Cadillac
(jokingly) in my shooting, dominant eye. My reason for
the request -- | knew something was wrong. I'm very
confident that my exam was accurate and straight
forward. So as a result of "Choice" | was able to provide
the VA with a good recommendation and problematic
surgical cure at a much lesser cost plus pre-surgery
evaluation.

Had | had the hospital do all of this without
"Choice"... | am taking away time spent with Doctors
for other Veterans. | am placed in a logical order of
need for care or cure at the Hospital and is less stressful
and less expensive as freeing up Dr./patient time.

L.B. Burkey
HHC/2/503

| have three kinds of coverage for different reasons -
private insurance (Humana), Medicare and the VA. |
receive the most complete and timely care from
Humana.

VA is slow and limits care. If you need any major
surgery or out of ordinary tests or medications, it's an
agonizing battle. However, ordinary care & medications
are great through VA.

If the VA were privatized, | think on balance it would
be better for Vets. You would likely get higher quality
care. | wouldn't be surprised if we saved costs by not
having to support the separate VA medical facility
system. Just my thoughts...

Ken Billings
Old Soldier A/2/503
Negative on privatization re: VA
Don Yeager
D/2/503
6/68-6/69

Madness reigns supreme in
modern America. "Privatization"
is code for turning our health
care over to the same self-serving,
incompetent mongrels who keep
destroying our economy and
running away with the money.

Privatization...NO!

Wayne Hoitt
HHC/2/503

Having worked for the VA for a very short time after
retiring | can clearly state that what | saw of the VA
were people that were only there for themselves.

Case in point: WWII aged veterans were riding buses
from the Texas valley for appointments at the VA.
When they were finished with their appointments for
the day they had to clear through the front desk. |
would ask each of them if they had collected their travel
allowance.

One day my supervisor heard me and said, "We do
not ask them if they received their travel allowance
because at the end of the fiscal year all the left over
monies go into one fund and may be used for anything
we need.” |replied, "It is not your money, these men
have earned the allowance and deserve to receive it.”
The supervisor quickly transferred me from that desk to
a clinic.

Abel Candia
A/2/503

“The second consolidation of federal Veterans
programs took place July 21, 1930, when
President Herbert Hoover signed Executive Order
5398 and elevated the Veterans Bureau to a
federal administration—creating the Veterans
Administration—to ‘consolidate and coordinate
Government activities affecting war veterans.” At
that time, the National Homes and Pension
Bureau also joined the VA.

The three component agencies became bureaus
within the Veterans Administration. Brig. Gen. Frank
T. Hines, who had directed the Veterans Bureau for
seven years, was named the first Administrator of
Veterans Affairs, a job he held until 1945.” (VA)

2,

(continued....)
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Thanks for the email.

| worked as a full time substitute
a couple of years ago on a daily
basis with a retired Colonel/LTC
Special Forces Mustang who
reverted back to Sergeant Major.
He was a history teacher after
retiring from ROTC Sgt. Maj. NMSU. His Nam record
and his later academic record (Hon. PhD military
history) were past impressive. | start with this vetting
to tell you what he told me.

He said that LBJ took the separate funding for social
security and transferred it to the general fund. | have
no reason not to believe him.

Think about...secured/dedicated funding out of reach
(supposedly) of elected officials.

Categorically, this is what you are asking about...the
VA is funded and mandated by Congress, and as such
(other than tweaking the Administration politically), the
politicians cannot get their hands on the money.

| wonder if a blue chip investment company at the
onset of social security had been in charge of our
investment and could stave off political piracy and
coattail legislation, what our managed share would look
like 75 years later (there has been studies/reports of
such).

When you ask yourself, what percentage of the
population are veterans, this percentage will be almost
halved as the Vietnam era vets die off.

Either political party in the out-of-balance executive
branch will find a way to change the status quo.

My son-in-law is in Korea with the Frist Cav. The
daughter and grandkids are at Fort Hood...their medical
is called Tri-Care; don’t know which administration this
started under, but it is a current quasi-privatization for
active military (and probably recent retirees).

If you want to print anything | write, it's not my
world anymore.

An athletic youngster (20’s) said to me the other day,
“Thanks for your service.” |told him, “It’s your turn.”

Thanks.

Tom Conley
HHC/C/2/503

| like my experience...treatment is great, don't close
them down.
John Fitzgerald
C/2/503

| served with the Herd in 1969, | am
100% service-connected disabled. VA
needs to be dismantled!!!!
David Kaiser
HHC/D/2/503

| moved to the Austin, TX area
a few years ago and thought I'd
put all my medical treatment
under one roof. Big mistake as
far as primary treatment goes.
Problems with my knees sent me
to x-ray, bone on bone, referred
to PT. #@*~%! PT for bone on bone???

All | get from primary care giver is renewal of
prescriptions, no new meds. Great dental work and
plastic surgery on left eye lid, good job there also.

Can't be any worse. YBYA Jim

Jimmy B. Stanford
B/2/503 & U.S. Special Forces

A few years ago our VA here in
Madison, WI was slated to be
shuttered. After much protest we
now have a new 5 story parking
ramp, a new long-term care wing,
extensive internal upgrading as well
as updating throughout the hospital.
90% of all doctors in the hospital are from the UW
hospital which is physically connected. This plan has
been working great since the 50s. If it ain't broke don't
attemp to fix it. As | recall the price of care by
privatization will increase considerably. This is the VA |
came back to in '67. I'm there two days a week for
cardio rehab. ATW

Dave Kies, HHC Recon/2/503

“Dr. Charles Griffith, VA’s second Medical
Director, came from the Public Health Service and
Veterans Bureau. Both he and Hines were the
longest serving executives in VA’s history.

Following World War 1l, there was a vast
increase in the Veteran population, and Congress
enacted large numbers of new benefits for war
Veterans—the most significant of which was the
World War 1l Gi Bill, signed into law June 22, 1944.
It is said the Gl Bill had more impact on the
American way of life than any law since the
Homestead Act of 1862.

The GI Bill placed VA second to the War and
Navy Departments in funding and personnel
priorities. Modernizing the VA for a new
generation of Veterans was crucial, and
replacement of the ‘Old Guard’ World War |
leadership became a necessity.” (VA)

(continued....)
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Hi and “Airborne!”

| retired in October, 2014, and
rolled the dice—signed up for VA
medical care. My wife’s insurance
from her airline was going to be
prohibitively expensive due to
Obamacare. Even though the VA
has and is taking major political heat for some serious
deficiencies in Phoenix and other cities, | AM ONE OF
THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH FIRST
CLASS, A-1, HEALTHCARE FROM THE OUTSET.

Virtually all of my appointments have been early or
on-time, the staff at both facilities | use have all been
friendly, professional and caring, and | have has a large
number of tests and appointments due to being an
aging 70 year old former paratrooper. | receive multiple
written and phone reminders about upcoming
appointments. My prescriptions are always there when
promised and very efficiently so. The VA seems to be a
very popular and high-priority target for the
mainstream media and liberal politicians who have no
problems with the NLRB, EPA, IRS or all the other
alphabet agencies which have become bureaucratic
behemoths and have overstepped their mandate as un-
biased, non-political agencies.

The current head of the VA, Robert McDonald, is an
easy and frequent target for sniping from these
erstwhile “public servants”. He is former Airborne, and
| wrote him a letter of thanks as a satisfied end-
user/customer, and he sent me back a hand written
thank you with “Airborne, All the Way” scrawled at the
bottom.

My PCP is a knowledgeable, savvy and very attractive
woman doctor who has not hesitated to try and get me
the best and most comprehensive care available, and |
am very appreciative. As all of you vote this November,
and for God’s sake VOTE!....remember the leftist liberals
in power have gutted the military, lied to and
denigrated service men and women and their families,
and used the military as their punching bag.

Is there room for improvement at the Veterans
Administration? | would say absolutely, yes there is.
Accountability is the name of the game, whether it is at
the VA or anywhere else in our bloated, ineffective,
partisan government. VOTE, dammit!

ATW

Mike Marsh
C/2/503 & A/3/503,’67 ‘68

I'm an Accredited Veterans Service Officer assisting
veterans with their claims for disability compensation or
pension based programs with the VA. My officeis at a
VA healthcare center in L.A.

In the last few years I've had beaucoup contact with
the VA healthcare system both good or bad regarding
either my own issues or others. | can say with
confidence, the VA system is excellent overall in its
delivery of care. The only thing the VA is short of is
MONEY and that's a funding issue created by Congress.
Privatizing the VA would merely create another
taxpayer for profit program to dole out to preferred
corporations funneled through lobbyists. Nothing new
here, the same amount of money or less would be
appropriated by Congress, but a cut for corporations
would be included for their profit.

Don't have to be a math wizard to see where this is
going. The examples of this privatization model are
pervasive in modern government. It's called the
"Reagan Revolution". The handwriting is on the wall for
the Post Office as well. Someday Fed Ex will deliver
your first class mail 4 days a week for a buck a stamp.

Suck it up, less for more. Be well, Thurston out.

Marc Thurston
D/2/503

“In the 1930s, new national cemeteries were
established to serve Veterans living in major
metropolitan areas such as New York, Baltimore,
Minneapolis, San Diego, San Francisco and San
Antonio. Several of them, closely associated with
battlefields such as Gettysburg, were transferred
to the National Park Service because of the value
of their use in interpreting the historical
significance of the battles.

In 1973, Public Law 93-43 authorized the
transfer of 82 national cemeteries from the
Department of the Army to the Veterans
Administration, now the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Joining with 21 VA Veterans cemeteries
located at hospitals and nursing homes, the
National Cemetery System comprised 103
cemeteries after the transfer. On November 11,
1998, the President signed the Veterans Programs
Enhancement Act of 1998, changing the name of
the National Cemetery System to the National
Cemetery Administration (NCA).” (VA)

(continued....)
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You could write a series of books R
on this. Pick and choose. The below &
shows the spread of coverage just &
recently. In the end, like coverage
for the general public, debate is
about profit, lack of facilities,
expensive drugs and treatments,
lack of doctors and trained staff, etc.

From my perspective, the VA presents a huge
potential for profit. Note the contracts for TriCare and
Express Scripts. The so-called covenant with our troops
and veterans is distant and lower priority.

www.google.com/search?ei=REuiV8mXA4imjwP3_K7YD
Q&qg=privatizing+veterans+health+care&oq=privatizing+
veterans+health+care&gs _|=mobile-gws-serp.3..0.
11001.21654.0.24822.14.13.1.0.0.0.232.1750.1j11j1.13.
0....0...1c.1.64.mobile-gws-serp..6.7.860...
0i13j0i13i30.rMOSW38Ujmk

This is one of the better pro and con pieces | have
seen.

www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2016/06/28/should-
the-veterans-health-care-system-be-privatized

A long but very complete history status and past
efforts to privatize VA can be viewed at:

www,washingtonmonthly.com/magazine/maraprmay-
2016/the-va-isnt-broken-yet/

No veteran or American citizen should be left to die
alone from the personal impact of PTSD, homelessness
or their mental health needs.

Steve “K” Kubiszewski
B/E Recon, 2/503, USA (Ret)
Combat veteran and WA State Veterans Advocate

LN

N \'ﬂ"
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| have waited to the last minute
to reply, but have been thinking all
along.

| do not have any complaints
about the medical care that | have
and do receive from the VA. The
administration is another thing. |
have never understood the bonus concept. When | hire
someone to do a job that they claim to be qualified to
do, why would | give them a bonus for doing the job
they agreed to do? And in some cases a bonus for not
doing the job.

In my opinion what the VA (government or private)
needs is someone at the top that is strong, honest,
trustworthy, dependable, knowledgeable and will select
those that want the job not those that think they are
entitled to the job. Someone that knows how and will
say "Your Fired! Your final check will be mailed”.

Someone like LTG (Ret) Jim Peake that had the
position and just about the time when we started to see
a change for the good.

Your out of here buddy.

Pat Feely, LTC (Ret)
C/2/503

“Today, there are 147 national cemeteries in
all, with new cemeteries in development. Through
NCA, VA administers 131 of them. Two national
cemeteries—Arlington and the United States
Soldiers' and Airmen's Home National Cemetery—
are still maintained by the Department of the
Army. Fourteen national cemeteries are
maintained by the Department of the Interior.
More than 3.7 million people, including Veterans
of every war and conflict—from the Revolutionary
War to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—are
honored by burial in VA's national cemeteries.
Today there are more than 22 million living
Veterans who have earned the honor of burial in a
national cemetery, including the more than 350
Medal of Honor recipients buried in VA's national
cemeteries. More than 19,000 acres of land are
devoted to the memorialization of those who
served this nation.” (VA)

(continued....)
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Thank you for soliciting input
from us on this very important issue.
| consider myself a free market
capitalist, and | believe that there is
no doubt a lot of federal bureau- oy :

racies that could be made more M‘ ?
efficient by talented management

from the private sector. However, in my opinion, there
are some federal agencies that should only answer to,
and be regulated by, elected legislators of the people
(veterans), never the free marketplace.

The Veterans Administration is one of these
agencies. Privatization, in order to be successful, has to
rely on profit. When a private organization, even with
possible government subsidies, does not achieve an
acceptable profit or EBIT (earnings before interest and
taxes), there are only two solutions: Reduce costs or
increase the price of products and services. With our
volatile market conditions in the US and the uncertain
effects of globalization, | really don’t want my hard
earned benefits to be subject to the whims of Wall
Street and shareholder/investors that don’t have a dog
in our hunt.

Reducing VA health care facilities and staff is only the
beginning. Recalculation of compensation tables,
reduction in conditions that qualify for compensation,
increased medication copays, veteran status
reclassification and the elimination of specific claim
appeals are all possible in the future under the “cost
efficiency” profit goals of privatization.

Re-appropriate my tax dollars to fix the VA and
remain a government entity, open more facilities and
expand the benefits we have earned. The US
Government is the one who sent us in harm’s way and it
is they alone that should administer the promises made.

As a related side note: One veterans group, the
Concerned Veterans of America (CVA), has been
spouting solutions to all the problems with the VA, of
which we all know there are many. The CVA has been
delivering their message of personal choice of doctors
and health care facilities through social media, print
media and organized meetings with veterans on local
and regional levels. | advise my brothers to use caution
with this group and understand that the CVA, very well-
funded by the privatization oriented Koch brothers, is
really pitching long term total privatization of the
VA. (The Koch brothers are also pushing for the
privatization of Social Security and Medicare).

Please brothers, peel back the onion layers on this
organization’s rhetoric and look at their true objective.

My 2 cents. AATW

James Wilson, Sgt. E-5
C Co. 2/503, 173d ABN, RVN ‘67/’68

| certainly hope that veteran’s
healthcare is not privatized. The so
called CHOICE program / option is
an indication of what might happen.
| tried to use the CHOICE option last
Year. For me it was a frustrating
failure.

My VA primary care provider authorized it for me
because | had a serious skin cancer tumor on my
scalp. The Portland OR VA Hospital could not schedule
me for 4 months for MOHS surgery and | live about 100
miles from Portland. So I tried to work with Choice. It
was a bureaucratic nightmare. | was dealing with
people in Arizona. Repeated calls. No "case concept”, |
had to start over with a different person each time |
called. Their promises to call back were never
honored.

They had no concept of what was available in the
Portland area. None of the dermatology practices |
contacted wanted anything to do with CHOICE because
of billing problems. After about 6 weeks of trying to
deal with CHOICE, | gave up and dealt with the problem
using my own resources. So based on that experience, |
think privatization is a bad option.

The way to solve the problem is to improve the
existing programs and facilities to meet the need.

Fred Henchell, Maj. (Ret)
B/2/503

VA’s Mission: To fulfill President Lincoln's promise:
"To care for him who shall have borne the battle, and
for his widow, and his orphan" by serving and
honoring the men and women who are America's
Veterans.

A Message From
Secretary Robert A. McDonald

No organization can succeed without values to
match its mission. Our mission, as the Department of
Veterans Affairs, is to care for those “who shall have
borne the battle” and for their families and survivors.
Our core values focus our minds on our mission of
caring and thereby guide our actions toward service to
others. These values — Integrity, Commitment,
Advocacy, Respect, and Excellence — define our
culture and strengthen our dedication to those we
serve. They provide a baseline for the standards of
behavior expected of all VA employees. They remind
us and others that “I CARE”.

(continued....)
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Here on the Space Coast of Florida MEAL
we’re fortunate to have a state-of- COMBAT,
the-art VA clinic in Viera, and a new m|ym-
VA hospital not far away in Orlando.
Given the large population of
veterans in Central Florida and the
state as a whole, plus the influence
(read votes) they have on state and local politicians,
most likely led to the creation, maintenance and
staffing of and for these particular modern and well-
equipped facilities. | can see, however, how veterans in
less vet populated regions of the country might not be
beneficiaries of similar assets in their communities.

As some troopers have mentioned here, a
combination of VA clinics and hospitals in larger vet
populated areas appears worthwhile and perhaps cost
efficient, while private sector healthcare services in
certain regions of the land may be more effective and
cost wise and timely for others.

In spite of normally excellent care administered by
the healthcare providers here at the VA facilities, | keep
a separate supplemental medical insurance policy in
effect for any ‘hospitalization’ which may be required.

Almost without exception the staff at these facilities
seem to share a genuine concern for the vets they
serve, and, no doubt, have undergone special training
to deal with the unique demands of caring for former
combatants — something those in the private sector just
might not understand or even care to do.

Lew “Smitty” Smith
HHC/2/503, ‘65/’66

“Today’s VHA--the
largest of the three
administrations that
comprise VA—
continues to meet
Veterans’ changing '
medical, surgical and /
quality-of-life needs. New programs provide
treatment for traumatic brain injuries, post-
traumatic stress, suicide prevention, women
Veterans and more. VA has opened outpatient
clinics, and established telemedicine and other
services to accommodate a diverse Veteran
population, and continues to cultivate ongoing
medical research and innovation to improve the
lives of America’s patriots.

‘VHA operates one of the largest health care
systems in the world and provides training for a
majority of America’s medical, nursing and allied
health professionals. Roughly 60 percent of all
medical residents obtain a portion of their training
at VA hospitals; and VA medical research
programs benefit society at-large.

The VA health care system has grown from 54
hospitals in 1930, to include 152 hospitals, 800
community-based outpatient clinics, 126 nursing
home care units and 35 domiciliaries.”” (VA)

The new Orlando VA Medical Center at Lake Nona is located on a 65-acre campus in southeast Orange County. The 1.2 million
square foot facility cost $600 million to construct. The first primary care team began seeing patients at the new facility on
February 24, 2015.
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Department of Defense (DoD)
Releases Fiscal Year 2017
President’s Budget Proposal

Press Operations
Feb. 9, 2016

Today President Barack Obama sent Congress a
proposed budget request of $582.7 billion in discretionary
budget authority to fund the Department of Defense in
Fiscal Year 2017 (FY 2017).

The FY 2017 budget of $582.7 billion complies with the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015, giving the department both
funding stability and protection from the damage of
sequestration in FY 2016 and FY 2017. Within the confines
of this negotiated amount, the budget request reflects the
priorities necessary for our force today and in the future to
best serve and protect our nation in a rapidly changing
security environment. The base budget of $523.9 billion
includes an increase of $2.2 billion over the FY 2016
enacted budget of $521.7 billion. As specified in the
budget agreement, DoD’s FY 2017 overseas contingency
operations budget is $58.8 billion, nearly the same as the
FY 2016 enacted level of $58.6 billion. The combined
request represents a total increase of $2.4 billion, or less
than one percent over FY 2016 enacted levels.

The FY 2017 budget reflects recent strategic threats and
changes that have taken place in Asia, the Middle East and
Europe. Russian aggression, terrorism by the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and others, and China’s island
building and claims of sovereignty in international waters
all necessitate changes in our strategic outlook and in our
operational commitments. Threats and actions originating
in Iran and North Korea negatively affect our interests and
our allies. These challenges have sharpened the focus of
our planning and budgeting.

Addressing these challenges as part of DoD’s mission to
defend the nation requires new and innovative thinking,
new operational posture in strategic regions, and new and
enhanced capabilities. As we confront rising international
challenges, we are seizing opportunities, developing new
operational concepts, pioneering and dominating
technology frontiers, reforming the defense enterprise,
and building the force of the future.

“This budget marks a major inflection point for the
Department of Defense,” Secretary of Defense Carter
stated. “Even as we fight today’s fights, we must also be
prepared for the fights that might come in 10, 20, or 30
years.”

The FY 2017 budget request strikes a prudent balance
among the modernization of the joint force, its size, and its
readiness, and continues to keep faith with service
members and their families.

The Top 7 Most Powerful
Militaries in the World

1) United States
Budget: $601 billion
Active frontline personnel: 1,400,000
Tanks: 8,848  Total aircraft: 13,892
Submarines: 72

2) Russia
Budget: $84.5 billion
Active frontline personnel: 766,055
Tanks: 15,398  Total aircraft: 3,429
Submarines: 55

3) China
Budget: $216 billion
Active frontline personnel: 2,333,000
Tanks: 9,150  Total aircraft: 2,860
Submarines: 67

4) Japan
Budget: $41.6 billion
Active frontline personnel: 247,173
Tanks: 678  Total aircraft: 1,613
Submarines: 16

5) India
Budget: $50 billion
Active frontline personnel: 1,325,000
Tanks: 6,464  Total aircraft: 1,905
Submarines: 15

6) France
Budget: $62.3 billion
Active frontline personnel: 202,761
Tanks: 423  Total aircraft: 1,264
Submarines: 10

7) South Korea
Budget: $62.3 billion
Active frontline personnel: 624,465
Tanks: 2,381  Total aircraft: 1,412
Submarines: 13

“While the US is still far and away the world’s top
military superpower, Russia and China are its closest
rivals. Canada, however, is the weakest of the twenty
countries on the list.”

Source: Business Insider, Military & Defense

To see the top 20 most powerful military countries in the
world, and ranking methodology, visit:
www.businessinsider.com/these-are-the-worlds-20-
strongest-militaries-ranked-2015-9/#20-canada-1
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A Couple of the
173d’s PIO’s Finest

Paul Epley (L) and
Don Hall, 173d PIO RVN

“Take-away 100 pounds and
50 years...not so bad...LOL.”
Paul Epley

Caserma Ederle (Camp Ederle)

is an Italian post where the U.S. Army has troops
stationed located in Vicenza, Italy. The Vicenza Military
Community is composed of Soldiers, family members,
civilians and retirees with a small number of Airmen and
Sailors who are also stationed there. The post serves as
the headquarters of United States Army Africa and the
173d Airborne Brigade. Caserma Ederle serves as the
headquarters of U.S. Army Garrison Vicenza of the
United States Army Installation Management
Command, an umbrella for all U.S. military properties in
Vicenza. The post is named after Major Carlo Ederle, an
Italian hero of World War | and recipient of the French
Croix de Guerre (French War Cross), among other
military honors.

Life on the Caserma

Soldiers assigned to a tour of duty at Caserma Ederle
are normally permitted to bring family members when
being reassigned there upon a Permanent Change of
Station. Still, many of the military personnel assigned to
Caserma Ederle are unaccompanied.

The post offers virtually all of the standard amenities
present on most U.S. military installations, such as a
Post Exchange, commissary, theater, etc. Single or
unaccompanied junior enlisted soldiers live primarily in
barracks located on the post itself, or in leased
government quarters in the local community.
Depending on the availability of housing upon arrival,
personnel accompanied by dependents can live in
housing quarters, Italian houses rented by the U.S.
Government, government-owned housing units, or on
the economy. Government-owned housing units for
accompanied soldiers and their dependents are located
in a separate and gated/secure area of Vicenza known
as Villaggio della Pace (literally "Village of the Peace",
but actually named after the street passing near the
village and the camp - Viale della Pace). Single officers
live on the economy.

Farewell Chargin’ Charlie

Barry “Bear” Hart
C/2/503

Barry Lee Hart, age 68, of Paducah passed away Sunday,
August 21, 2016, in his home. He was born August 20,
1947, in Lancaster, PA, and attended J.P. Mcaskey High
School. He joined the Army in 1965 and served two
tours in Vietnam with the Army 173rd Airborne Brigade.
He married Patricia Hart in 1968 and made Paducah
home in 1975. He was retired from Southside Machine
Shop and was a member of the VFW and a black belt in
Tae Kwon Do. Surviving are his son, Timothy M. Hart of
Helena, Alabama; and daughter, Jacquelyn Sturdivant
and husband, James T. Jr.; three grandchildren, Romelo
Wilson, James T. Sturdivant lll, and Truelee Trinity
Patricia-Jade Sturdivant of Ewa Beach, Hawaii. Barry
was preceded in death by his wife of 42 years, Patricia
Lee Hart; mother Jean Hart and father Paul Clerico of
Lancaster, PA. A memorial service was held on August
27, 2016, at Lindsey Funeral Home, Paducah, KY.
Memorial contributions may be given to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Paducah Post or your local post in
honor of Barry. A strong and proud man, hero and
friend to many, not to be messed with, who took no
guff and provided for and protected his family at all
costs, loving and generous to those close to him. Online
memorials may be left at www.lindeyfuneral.com

Rest easy good friend.
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Note: See Part I of Jack Leide’s “Sky Soldiers...Into The
Crab Trap” in Issue 68, Pages 64-77 of our newsletter. Ed

PART II

SKY SOLDIERS
INTO THE “CRAB TRAP”

By Jack Leide, MG (Ret)

Commander, Charlie Company

2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment
173d Airborne Brigade (Sep)

April 1966 - December 1966

(July 1966 Time Frame)
Note: | have used this one operation to refer to others to
give a flavor for a series of seemingly never-ending
missions of differing, but mind-numbing sameness and
how they affected my thinking about the tactics and
strategy of the Vietham War.

Charlie Company moves into the “Crab Trap”.

was hoping that the small patrol we had sent to the

objective area could and would confirm and possibly

add to the sketches of the trail complex which we had
gotten from the ARVN and our brigade S-2 section. As
soon as the small recon patrol slogged back through our
company perimeter and provided us with some
confirmatory and additional sketchy, but valuable,
drawings of the VC trail complex at the objective area, our
leadership group huddled together in order to come up
with a tactically sound deployment and employment plan.
This mission, again, was going to be really complicated,
tricky and, in the end, probably fraught with uncertainty
and danger.

The patrol had added some additional information to
the very basic tactical sketches of what looked like a some-
what eclectic trail complex, but we had enough to craft a
semblance of a deployment and employment plan. But
from what we had, did we have enough detail so that we
could be able to make our detailed tactical plan?

As we looked at the pattern of trails we saw in the
series of sketches, both from the ones we already had and
the ones the patrol had made, we were able to